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INFORMATION ON PARTNERS 

European Forest Week 2013 

The European Forest Week is an initiative by a group of 15 
partners to promote sustainable forest management and raise 
awareness of how the forest sector contributes to a green 
economy. It will take place from 9-13 December in Rovaniemi, 
Finland, as well as throughout Europe.  

 

The Week is launched by the following 15 organizations: 
Confederation of European Private Forest Owners (CEPF), 
Confederation of European Paper Industries (CEPI),  European 
Forest Institute (EFI), European Network of Forest Entrepreneurs 
(ENFE), European State Forest Association (EUSTAFOR), Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) , 
FOREST EUROPE, Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), Geneva 
Environment Network (GEN), International Forestry Students' 
Association (IFSA), International Union of Forest Research 
Organizations (IUFRO), Programme for the Endorsement of 
Forest Certification (PEFC), United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE) , United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), World Business Council for Sustainable 
Development (WBCSD).  
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Confederation of European 
Private Forest Owners (CEPF)  
Confederation of European Forest  

Owners – Sustainability in action! 

 

The Confederation of European Forest Owners (CEPF) is the umbrella association of 

national forest owner organizations in Europe. It works as the representative of family 

forestry in Europe, by promoting the values of sustainable forest management, private 

property ownership and the economic viability of the forest holding. CEPF is a non-profit-

making organisation, which promotes the concept of private family forestry through 

enhanced collaboration by its members, cooperation with the European institutions and 

organisations, as well as extensive networking and lobbying at European and international 

level.  

 

CEPF represents the interests of approximately 16 million private individuals and families 

who take care of about 60% of the forest area within the EU. The CEPF Secretariat runs it 

operations in the European Forestry House, located at Place du Luxembourg in the heart 

of the EU quarters of Brussels, opposite the European Parliament. CEPF activities aim at 

all relevant Directorates General in the European Commission, to the European 

Parliament and the European Council, as well as other relevant European institutions.  

For more information please visit: http://www.cepf-eu.org/  

 

 

 

Confederation of European Paper Industries 

(CEPI)  

 

CEPI is a Brussels-based non-profit making 
organisation regrouping the European pulp and 
paper industry and championing this industry’s 
achievements and the benefits of its products. Its 
collective expertise provides a unique source of 
information both for and on the industry; 
coordinating essential exchanges of experience 
and knowledge among its members, the ability to 
provide technical assistance to legislators and to 
identify independent experts on specific issues. 
 
Through its 18 member countries (17 European Union members plus Norway) CEPI 
represents some 520 pulp, paper and board producing companies across Europe, ranging 
from small and medium-sized companies to multinationals, and 1000 paper mills. 
Together they represent 25% of world production. CEPI covers all relevant issues for the 
industry, from the raw material (wood and paper for recycling) and resources (energy, 
water) to products and their end of life, including the environmental, climate and social 
performance of the industry. 
For more information, please visit: http://www.cepi.org/ 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.cepf-eu.org/
http://www.cepi.org/
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European Forest Institute (EFI) 
 

European Forest Institute (EFI) is an international 
organization established by European States. EFI 
conducts research and provides policy support on forest-
related issues. With its about 130 Associate and Affiliate 
Member organizations, five Regional Offices and one 
Project Centre, it offers the best forest research contacts 
and acknowledge collaboration at the European level. 
The Headquarters of the Institute are in Joensuu.  
 
We facilitate and stimulate forest-related networking and 
promote the dissemination of unbiased and policy-

relevant information on forests and forestry. We also advocate for forest research and for 
the use of scientifically sound information as a basis for forest policies. Our work in the 
field of policy support includes enhanced support for decision/policy makers, for example 
EFI is supporting and facilitating a high-level discussion and information-sharing forum, 
‘ThinkForest’. 
 
Since 2007, EFI has hosted the EU FLEGT Facility which supports the EU Forest Law 
Enforcement Governance and Trade (FLEGT) process in developing countries, related to 
the implementation of the EU FLEGT Action Plan. EFI’s EU REDD (Reducing Emissions 
from Deforestation and Forest Degradation) Facility was established in December 2010 to 
provide effective support to the development and implementation of REDD+ policies in 
developing countries. 
For more information, please visit: http://www.efi.int/ 
 

 

 

European Network of Forest Entrepreneurs 

(ENFE) 

 

The European Network of Forest 
Entrepreneurs (ENFE) is the European 
umbrella organisation of Forestry Contractors 
which are mainly small and medium 
enterprises offering services in forest 
operations and forest management. While in 
most European countries contractors and their 
employees are the main performers of harvesting and hauling operations ENFE is the 
main voice for the forest operations sector in Europe.  
 
Today, ENFE members are the national Forestry Contractors Associations in 9 European 
countries. 
 
ENFE is involved with increasing the viability and fostering a continuous development of 
SMEs in forest operations, and strives for maintaining employment and decent work in 
forestry. Towards these goals ENFE represents the forestry contracting sector to the main 
opinion formers on European level, raising awareness that sustainable forestry crucially 
needs a competent work force. ENFE facilitates the transfer of best practices in forest 
operations and particularly for training and education of forest workers and contractors. 

http://www.efi.int/
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For more information, please visit: http://www.enfe.net/enfe/ 
 

 
European State Forest Association (EUSTAFOR) 

 

EUSTAFOR represents commercially-oriented state forest 
companies, enterprises and agencies that have sustainable 
forest management and sustainable wood production as major 
concerns.  It currently has 26 members in 20 European 
countries. EUSTAFOR’s members represent 27% of the EU 
forest area, including 12.6 million hectares of protected areas.  
Most of their forests have been certified according to FSC or 

PEFC standards, or both.  Their annual harvest amounts to about 115 million m³ of round 
timber and together the member organisations employ more than 100,000 people. 
 
The goal of EUSTAFOR is to promote the common interests and sustainable development 
of state forests in the EU.  The Association supports and strengthens state forest 
management organisations in Europe to maintain and enhance economically viable, 
socially beneficial, culturally valuable and ecologically responsible sustainable forest 
management. EUSTAFOR’s main objectives are: 
• Analysing and investigating the existing framework conditions within the EU in 
order to create the necessary preconditions for the sustainable management of state 
forests; 
• Facilitating and encouraging an exchange of ideas and contacts between the 
individual state forest management organisations of Europe; 
• Duly informing member organisations on topics and issues that may be of concern 
to them within the context of Europe as a whole.  
For more information, please visit: http://www.eustafor.eu/ 
 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) 
 
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) overall mandate is to improve nutrition, 
increase agricultural productivity, raise the standard of 
living in rural populations and contribute to global 
economic growth.  
 
The FAO Forestry Department helps nations manage 
their forests in a sustainable way. The Organization's 
approach balances social, economic and environmental objectives so that present 
generations can reap the benefits of the earth's forest resources while conserving them to 
meet the needs of future generations. 
 
The FAO European Forestry Commission (EFC) is one of six Regional Forestry 
Commissions established by FAO to provide a policy and technical forum for countries to 
discuss and address forest issues on a regional basis. In Europe, on the topic of forests, 
FAO works together with the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. In 
particular, the UNECE Committee on Forests and the Forest Industry (COFFI) and 
the FAO European Forestry Commission (EFC) play a pivotal role in strengthening the 
forest sector and its contribution to sustainable development through their integrated 
programme of work.  Their Teams of Specialists, made up of forest experts working for 
governments, intergovernmental agencies and other specialized institutions and 
stakeholders, contribute to the work of COFFI and EFC to sustainably manage and use of 

http://www.enfe.net/enfe/
http://www.eustafor.eu/
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UNECE region forests so that they provide products and ecosystem services to benefit 
the society. 
For more information, please visit: http://www.fao.org/forestry/efc/en/ 

 
FOREST EUROPE  
 
FOREST EUROPE (The Ministerial 
Conference on the Protection of 
Forests in Europe) is the pan-
European political process for the 
sustainable management of the 
continent’s forests.  
 
FOREST EUROPE develops common 

strategies for its 46 member countries and the European Union on how to protect and 
sustainably manage forests. Since 1990, the collaboration of the ministers responsible for 
forests in Europe has had a great economic, environmental and social impact on the 
national and international level.  
 
FOREST EUROPE has led to achievements such as the definition, guidelines, and criteria 
and indicators for sustainable forest management. FOREST EUROPE includes many 
observer countries and organizations, and works in close cooperation with other global 
and regional processes and initiatives dealing with issues of highest political and social 
relevance related to forests. 
For more information, please visit: http://www.foresteurope.org/ 
 

 

  

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
The Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC®) is a non-
governmental, non-profit organization that promotes the 
responsible management of the world’s forests.  
 
Established in 1993 as a response to concerns over 
global deforestation, FSC is a membership organization 
with a governance structure based on participation, 
democracy, equity and transparency. It is a unique 
forum where stakeholders from around the world meet 
and, through consensus-based multi-stakeholder 
processes, define essential social and environmental 
criteria for forest management.  
 
FSC has defined 10 principles and associated criteria that describe how forests must be 
managed to meet the social, economic, ecological, cultural and spiritual needs of present 
and future generations. These fundamental principles are realized in forests worldwide 
through FSC certification. Through programs, services and solutions that support FSC 
certification, the Forest Stewardship Council empowers organizations, businesses and 
communities to support responsible forest management. FSC uses certification to engage 
the market, driving recognition of the value of forests to improve social and environmental 
practices in forests worldwide. FSC’s core activities are to provide internationally 
recognized standard setting, trademark assurance and accreditation services for 
companies, organizations and communities interested in responsible forestry. 
For more information, please visit: https://ic.fsc.org/ 
 

 

http://www.fao.org/forestry/efc/en/
http://www.foresteurope.org/
https://ic.fsc.org/
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Geneva Environment 

Network  

The Geneva 
Environment Network 
(GEN) is a partnership 

of around 100 environment and sustainable development organizations based in the 
Geneva area, including United Nations offices and programmes, local authorities, 
academic institutions, federations and non-governmental organizations.  
 
Set up in 1999 with the support of the Swiss Federal Office for the Environment (FOEN), 
and under the coordination of ROE, the GEN Secretariat is based in the International 
Environment House (IEH), which gathers under a common roof a range of United Nations 
and non-governmental organizations active in the field of environment and sustainable 
development.  
 
During the past fifteen years, the GEN secretariat has been an important outreach 
instrument to the public as well as international organizations through roundtables/ 
briefings/ workshops, the edition of the Green Guide, the documentation center (library, 
cyberspace, distribution), the website and the social networks. 
For more information, please visit: http://www.environmenthouse.ch/ 
 
 
 
International Forestry Students' 
Association (IFSA) 
The International Forestry Students’ 
Association (IFSA) is the global network for 
students in forest sciences. It unites 
approximately 3000 students in about 73 
member associations (called Local 
Committees) in over 54 countries. IFSA is a 
non-governmental, non for profit and non-
religious organisation entirely run by students 
for students. 
 
The vision of IFSA is for global cooperation 
among students of forest sciences in order to 
broaden knowledge and understanding to 
achieve a sustainable future for our forests, and to provide a voice for youth in 
international forest policy processes.  
 
The mission is to provide a platform for students of forest sciences to enrich their formal 
education, promote cultural understanding by encouraging collaboration with international 
partner organisations and to gain practical experiences with a wider and more global 
perspective.  
 
Through its network, IFSA encourages student meetings, enables participation in scientific 
debates, and supports the involvement of youth in decision making processes and 
international forest and environmental policy. 
For more information, please visit: http://www.ifsa.net/main.php 

 

  

http://www.environmenthouse.ch/
http://www.ifsa.net/main.php
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International Union of Forest Research 
Organizations (IUFRO) 
International Union of Forest Research Organizations 
–The World's Network of Forest Science 
 
IUFRO is a non-profit, non-governmental international 
network of forest scientists established in 1892 with 
Headquarters in Vienna, Austria. It is the only world-
wide international organization devoted to forest 
research.  

 
IUFRO's mission is to promote global cooperation in forest-related research and to enhance 
the understanding of the ecological, economic and social aspects for forests and trees; as 
well as to disseminate scientific knowledge to stakeholders and decision-makers and to 
contribute to policy and on-the ground forest management. 
 
IUFRO is open to all individuals and organizations dedicated to forest and forest products 
research and related disciplines. Its unique membership brings together research 
organizations, universities and individual scientists, as well as decision-making authorities 
and other stakeholders with an interest in and focus on forests and trees. Currently, IUFRO 
has 600+ member organizations in 120+ countries representing 15,000+ scientists. 
 
Every 4 to 5 years, IUFRO holds World Congresses in various parts of the world. The next 
IUFRO World Congress will be convened 5-11 October 2014 in Salt Lake City, Utah, USA.  
For more information please visit : www.iufro.org/  
 

Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification 

(PEFC) 

PEFC, the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest 
Certification, is an international non-profit, non-governmental 
organization dedicated to promoting sustainable forest 
management through independent third-party certification.  
 
It works throughout the forest supply chain to promote good 
practice in the forest and to ensure that timber and non-timber 
forest products are sourced with respect for the highest 
ecological, social and ethical standards.  
 
PEFC is an umbrella organization that endorses national forest certification systems 
developed collaboratively by all interested stakeholders and tailored to local priorities and 
conditions.  Each national forest certification system undergoes rigorous third party 
assessment against PEFC’s unique Sustainability Benchmarks. These Benchmarks are 
based on broad consensus by society, expressed in globally respected international and 
intergovernmental processes and guidelines for the promotion of sustainable forest 
management.  The Benchmark criteria are regularly revised through multi-stakeholder 
processes to take account of new scientific knowledge, societal change, evolving 
expectations and to incorporate the latest best practices.  
 
Today, PEFC has recognized certification systems in over 30 countries. Together these 
account for over 240 million hectares of certified forest, making PEFC the world’s largest 
forest certification system.  It is the certification system of choice for hundreds of thousands 
of small forest owners including family and community-owned forests.   
For more information, please visit: http://www.pefc.org/  

http://www.iufro.org/
http://www.pefc.org/
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United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE)  
The United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE) is one of five regional 
commissions of the United Nations. UNECE's 
major aim is to promote pan-European economic 
integration. To do so, it brings together 56 
countries located in the European Union, non-EU 
Western and Eastern Europe, South-East 
Europe and Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) and North America. The UNECE 
has several main areas of work including: 

forests, gender, housing, transport and environmental policy.  
 
On forests, UNECE works together with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO). In particular, the UNECE Committee on Forests and Forest Industry (COFFI) 
and the FAO European Forestry Commission (EFC) play a pivotal role in strengthening the 
forest sector and its contribution to sustainable development in Europe through their 
integrated programme of work. Teams of Specialists, made up of forest experts working for 
governments, intergovernmental agencies and other specialized institutions and 
stakeholders, contribute to the work of COFFI and EFC to sustainably manage and use of 
UNECE region forests so that they provide products and ecosystem services to benefit the 
society. 
For more information, please visit: http://www.unece.org/forests.html. 
 
 
 

United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP): 
UNEP Mission Statement: “To provide 
leadership and encourage partnership in caring 
for the environment by inspiring, informing and 
enabling nations and peoples to improve their 
quality of life without compromising that of future 
generations.”  
 
Within the United Nations, UNEP is the voice 
and conscience of the environment. The newly-
named United Nations Environment Assembly 
(UNEA) of UNEP reflects the full participation of 
all 193 UN member states in UNEP's governing 
body. Prior to 2012, membership in the highest 
decision-making body had been limited to 58 
countries only. UNEP is represented across the world by the work of seven divisions and six 
regional offices, all dedicated to six thematic priority areas: climate change; resource 
efficiency; disaster and conflicts; environmental governance; harmful substances and 
hazardous waste; and ecosystem management. UNEP works with national governments, 
other United Nations entities, international organizations, industry, business and civil society 
to enable sound environmental management, and create the sustainable development 
models that are needed to meet global environmental challenges. At the 1972 United Nations 
Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm, the environment and its strong links 
with development issues were acknowledged as typifying United Nations system-wide 
challenges and opportunities; UNEP was established at this meeting. 
For more information, please visit: http://www.unep.org/ 

http://www.unece.org/oes/nutshell/member_States_representatives.html
http://www.unece.org/oes/nutshell/member_States_representatives.html
http://www.unece.org/forests.html
http://www.unep.org/
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World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development 
(WBCSD) 
 
The World Business Council 

for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) a global CEO-led coalition of forward-thinking 
companies that galvanizes the global business community to create a sustainable future for 
business, society and the environment.  We use thought leadership, effective advocacy, and 
shared action to generate constructive business solutions for a sustainable world. 
Membership comprises some190 companies from 35 countries and 20+ sectors.  
 
Within the WBCSD, the Forest Solutions Group (FSG) represents a leadership platform for 
global forest-based industry and value chain partners – dedicated to expanding sustainable 
forest solutions to meet the needs of people now and in the future. The FSG illustrates the 
role of forests and forest products in sustaining a low-carbon and bio-based economy and 
articulates the contribution of the forest-based industry to developing within planetary 
boundaries and meeting societal needs. The FSG is a trusted partner and is continuously 
involved in open dialogue with key stakeholders to establish and maintain solid partnerships 
to deliver solutions and drive concerted action. In a business environment with strongly 
shifting market dynamics and challenges, the FSG seeks to inform and connect with key 
audience groups, and to influence the policy making process and regulatory frameworks 
through targeted communication and advocacy.  
For more information please visit: http://www.wbcsd.org/home.aspx and 
http://www.wbcsd.org/work-program/sector-projects/sustainable-forest-products-
industry.aspx.  

 
 

 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

More information about: 

 European Forest Week 2013:  
http://www.unece.org/forests/efw2013.html 
http://www.fao.org/forestry/81576/en/ 

 European Forest Week 2008: http://www.fao.org/forestry/48456/en/ 

 Metsä2013: http://www.unece.org/metsa2013.html  

 Green economy: http://www.unece.org/forests/greeneconomy.html 

http://www.wbcsd.org/home.aspx
http://www.wbcsd.org/home.aspx
http://www.wbcsd.org/work-program/sector-projects/sustainable-forest-products-industry.aspx
http://www.wbcsd.org/home.aspx
http://www.wbcsd.org/work-program/sector-projects/sustainable-forest-products-industry.aspx
http://www.wbcsd.org/work-program/sector-projects/sustainable-forest-products-industry.aspx
http://www.unece.org/forests/efw2013.html
http://www.fao.org/forestry/81576/en/

