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Statement of the Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Ecology  

of the Russian Federation 

Head of Federal Forestry Agency of the Russian Federation, Vladimir A. Lebedev 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen! 

First of all let me express gratitude for invitation at the international conference 

on forests and food security under the aegis of FAO.  

RF Government highly appreciates efforts undertaken by FAO and other 

international organizations as regards provision of the planet’s population with food and 

nutrition. 

Food security of the Russian Federation is one of the main directions for ensuring 

national security of the country in the medium term, factor of conservation of its 

statehood and sovereignty. It is the most important component of country’s 

demographic policy, a necessary condition for the realization of strategic national 

priority – raising quality of life of the Russian citizens through ensuring high standards 

of life necessities.  

In Russia about 70% of the territory is forested area and the importance of forests 

for local and indigenous populations is indisputably high. The role of forests in 

providing all the population with pure water, air and other utilities and services is 

enormously high. Great significance for increasing agricultural crops yield, soil 

protection against degradation and desertification have protection forest plantations in 

the Southern regions of Russia. Forest prevents desertification, while desertification and 

soil degradation in particular are one of the causes of hunger.  

Wild growing natural forest products contain proteins, fats, vitamins and mineral 

substances that are not always present in basic nutritional products. Moreover forest can 

help our countries in transition to “green economy” that was the main topic of 

discussion at Rio+20 Conference. 

Exactly one year ago, in May 2012, were adopted “Voluntary Guidelines on the 

Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context 

of National Food Security” elaborated by FAO with the participation of 133 countries. 
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Practical application of guidelines made a considerable contribution to the processes of 

nature management policy improvement in many countries.  

 Currently Russia has one of the biggest agricultural land reserves on the planet. 

We have possibilities either for extensive (area increase), or for intensive (yield 

increase) agricultural development.  

Apart from “ordinary” agricultural production,  Russia can be considered as 

potential supplier of edible forest products. These are eco-friendly foods (meat and fats 

of wild animals and birds, berries, mushrooms, nuts, honey, herbal tea etc.) A particular 

place among forest products if however reserved to raw materials for biofuel production 

(woodchips, sawdust, pellets etc.). Russia pays great attention to the development of 

bioenergy sector to the attraction of foreign partners. A good example of such 

partnership is seminar “Forest resources and future technologies” conducted jointly by 

the Federal Forestry Agency of the Russian Federation and the European Economic 

Commission in St.Petersburg last May.  

In many subjects of the Russian Federation procurement of edible forest resources, 

collection of medicinal plants and sale thereof to the purveyors is an important source of 

livelihood for rural population. Biological and exploitable volume of many of these 

resources are considerable and, in some cases, very high. 

Total yield-producing area under mushrooms in the Russian Federation amounts 

to 82 million ha. Only in the forests of the Russian Far East are growing about 350 

forest species of trees, mushrooms and herbaceous plants, which fruits are edible, and 

about 300 species are nectar-bearing and polliniferous. Edible mushrooms in that area 

count more than 400 species.  

Our estimates show that biological volume of the main types of edible forest 

resources in the Russian Federation of wild growing berries amounts to about 9 million 

tons, of nuts – 3,5 million tons (Alpine stone pine and dwarf Siberian pine), of 

mushrooms – 4 million tons, of birch juice -  875 million tons.  

Market value of commercial stock of wild growing berries, grown annually, for 

example, in the forests of Russia’s Far East, is equivalent to over 10 billion US dollars. 

Value of commercial stock of mushrooms is estimated at about 5 billion US dollars. In 

the last decades is emerging high nutritional value of vegetable plants, of which 
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currently are procured in huge quantities only fern species – bracken and royal fern, and 

also ramsons. At economically accessible territory of the Far East yield of bracken 

amounts to 19 thousand tons, while the volume of its possible annual harvest amounts to 

5 thousand tons. 

One of the important uses of non-timber forest products is procurement of birch 

juice.  In our country it is possible to procure annually about 440 thousand tons of birch 

juice. Birch juice is a natural immune response-modulating agent. 

Over extended periods of time forests have been intensively exploited for 

agricultural purposes, principally for haymaking and grazing of livestock, and also for 

apiculture. Total haymaking area amounts to about 1,8 million ha, area of forest 

pastures amounts to about  12 million ha.  

For reindeer ranching in tundra forests area and sparse boreal coniferous forests 

more than 300 million ha of Russia’s Forest Fund area are used as reindeer pastures. 

Russia’s forests are rich in wild fauna species subject to hunting. Forest 

management for hunting purposes has a great economic and social significance in many 

subjects of the Russian Federation. This sector in our country has an enormous potential 

for development. 

Collection and harvesting of non-timber and edible forest resources, medicinal 

plants, agriculture and hunting management, recreational activities in many cases is more 

profitable business than timber extraction. Involvement of the richest non-timber forest 

resources in commercial operation – is one of the present-day objectives of the whole 

forestry complex of Russia. 

 In terms of food security the role of forests, first of all of boreal forests, in climate 

regulation should not be forgotten. Russia’s boreal forests account for about 1/3  of the 

total planet’s forests от всех лесов на планете, thus absorbing about 1/3 of global CO2 

emissions to the atmosphere of the Earth. Currently these forests are practically 

unaffected. In large part this situation is explained with extremely low density of the 

population and low intensity of forest use in the areas of growing.  However recently 

the situation has been drastically changing and it is quite possible that in the absence of 

due attention from international community to the forests of boreal belt they could pass 

to the category in way of extinction as tropical forests.  



4 
 

 Forest – is a distinctive mirror of civilization. If a society, using wood, still 

conserves its forests, then it will have the future. Today and during all the forthcoming 

days of the conference we will have the possibility to exchange national and 

international experience related to solution of food problems through realization of 

sustainable forest management and forest use in the countries. I hope that in the course 

of the conference will be found solutions to many problems related to ensuring food 

security. 

 Russian Federation is open for cooperation in this sphere with all the countries 

concerned.  

In conclusion, I wish successful work to all the participants of the international 

conference! 


