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Robert Busink 

 

 
 

Mr. Busink is senior policy advisor international forest policy affairs at the Dutch Ministry of 

Economic Affairs. The last years he was involved as lead negotiator in negotiating EU timber 

legislation focussed on banning the trade in illegally harvested timber and promoting the trade 

in timber from sustainably managed and legally harvested timber. In addition to these 

activities he was also involved in discussions on forest finance. In September 2012 he gave a 

presentation on Mobilizing forest finance at the international level during the CPF OLI on 

forest finance in support of UNFF. 

Mr Busink is tropical forester by training at Wageningen Agriculture University. Shortly after 

his study he started his career at the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Fisheries and since 

then hold several posts regarding forestry, nature protection and agriculture environmental 

subsidy schemes. Since 2006 he started to work on international forest affairs .Last December 

he was elected as Chair of the FAO European Forestry Commission. 

 

René Boot 

 

 

René Boot is Director of Tropenbos International, a Dutch foundation governed by an 

international board. René is Professor of Sustainable Tropical Forest Management at Utrecht 

University, where he teaches research policy linkages to Masters students and supervises PhD 

students in forest ecology and forest-dependent livelihoods. After graduating from Utrecht 

University in 1990, René worked for 15 years in research and capacity-building projects in 

Guyana and Bolivia. He is a member of the editorial board of the journal Tropical Ecology 

and a member of the boards of the Tropical Forest Foundation and the Prins Berhard Centre 

for International Nature Conservation. 
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Meindert Brouwer 

 

 
 

Meindert Brouwer (1951) is an independent consultant in communications about sustainable 

developments and nature conservation, and a writer, based in the Netherlands. He focusses on 

economic, social and cultural values of ecosystems, benefits of ecosystem services and 

payment for ecosystem services (PES) globally. In 2007 Brouwer published the book Amazon 

Your Business /Opportunities and solutions in the rainforest, the first international guide 

about sustainable, non-timber forest products in all Amazon-countries. For almost two 

decades Brouwer has been campaigning for sustainable forest management in tropical forests.  

Yetti Rusli 

 
 

Yetti Rusli is a Senior Adviser to The Minister of Forestry on Environment and Climate 

Change. She also acts as the Chairperson of Forestry Working Group on Climate Change, 

Ministry of Forestry Indonesia as well as for the LULUCF Working Group, The Indonesia 

National Council for Climate Change. Since 2007, she is a Member of Indonesian Delegates 

to UNFCCC since 2007. Ms. Rusli has been participated as a speaker on several International 

Symposium, Seminar on Forests and Climate Change, Green Carbon Credits Initiative, C40 

Cities, LEDS, REDD+ MRV and Gender. 



3 
 

Meine van Noordwijk 

 

 
 

In addition to being Chief Science Advisor for the World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF), and 

principle ecologist, leads the landscape and environmental services research of the CGIAR 

Research program on Forests, Trees and Agroforestry (FTA). He also serves as part-time 

professor in agroforestry at Wageningen UR. His research interests range from details of root-

soil interactions to the environmental service consequences of tropical land use, and the 

governance and incentive systems that may nudge land use decisions into a direction desirable 

for a green society, utilizing a green economy. Before joining ICRAF in 1993 in Bogor 

(Indonesia), Meine was a senior research officer in the Root Ecology Section at the DLO 

Institute for Soil Fertility Research in Haren, the Netherlands.  

 

Philipp Aerni 

 
 

Philipp Aerni graduated in Geography and Economics at the University of Zurich and 

received his PhD from the Institute of Agricultural Economics at ETH Zurich, Switzerland. 

Subsequently he continued his postdoctoral research at Harvard University, the University of 

Bern, and ETH Zurich. From May 2012 to September 2013 he was employed by the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in Rome, where he coordinated a 

project called ‘Remuneration of Positive Externalities (RPE)/Payments for Environmental 

Services (PES) in the Agricultural and Food Sectors’. Since October 2013, Philipp Aerni is 

director of the Center for Corporate Responsibility and Sustainability (CCRS) at the 

University of Zürich. 
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Nikola Smith 

 

 
 

Nikola Smith is an ecologist and ecosystem services specialist with the United States Forest 

Service.  She serves on the agency’s National Ecosystem Services Strategy Team to develop 

policy recommendations for the organization.  Her work at regional and local scales includes 

development of payment for ecosystem services programs in partnership with water utilities 

and the design of a multi-credit ecosystem services marketplace in the Willamette Basin of 

Oregon.   She also supports implementation of ecosystem services concepts in management of 

public lands.  Nikola’s international experience includes reforestation planning in Mali, 

sustainable land use assessments in Mozambique, and technical assistance for payment for 

watershed services program development in Kazakhstan.  She is currently collaborating with 

World Wildlife Fund-India on an ecosystem services analysis of the Terai Arc Landscape to 

demonstrate public benefits provided by forests.      

 

Jorge Mario Rodriguez 

 

 
 

For the past 15 years, Jorge Mario Rodríguez Zúñiga has been responsible for managing the 

forests component of Costa Rica’s pioneering Payments for Environmental Services Program 

(PPSA). Among other achievements, the PPSA has made payments to private landowners of 

more than US$300 million for the conservation and sustainable management of about 950 000 

hectares of the country’s natural forests and plantations. Jorge Rodriguez has considerable 

experience in the development and implementation of innovative financing mechanisms, and 

the mobilization of resources for the PPSA, at the national and international levels. 
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Li Zhiyong 

 

 

 

Dr. Li Zhiyong, is deputy director-general of the International Network for Bamboo and 

Rattan (INBAR), has been awarded bachelor degree by Beijing Forestry University, master 

degree by Chinese Academy of Forestry and PhD by Beijing Agricultural University. As 

senior research fellow of Chinese Academy of Forestry, Dr. Li has been working on forestry 

economics, environment management and policy issues in past 30 years. In recent years, Dr. 

Li and his team mainly study on China’s forest value accounting and green economy 

evaluation including PES research.  

 

William Schwartz 

 

 
 

Bachelor of Science in Education with a honorable mention in Biology, has worked in development 

and evaluation of projects, teaching as a delegate of the Ministry of Education in the Autonomous 

Region of the Southern Caribbean Coast. He was also deputy to the National Assembly Nicaragua in 

the period 1997-2002.  

Currently, he serves as Executive Director of the National Forestry Institute (INAFOR) and is 

Secretary of the National Forestry Commission (CONAFOR) Nicaragua, institution of the highest 

level and consultation forum for the Nicaraguan social forestry. 
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Julia Mello de Queiroz 

 

 
 

Julia Queiroz is an environmental economist at the Financial Mechanisms Unit at Funbio – 

Brazilian Biodiversity Fund. She has MA in economics from the Federal University of Rio de 

Janeiro and has experience with projects and consultancies in NGOs, research institutions, 

Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, World Bank and others. Her 

studies are related to economic issues of deforestation, carbon trading, sustainable policy 

evaluation, technological changes and the paradigm shift towards a green economy. At 

Funbio, she works in the construction and consolidation of innovative financial mechanisms 

that provide increased resources for biodiversity conservation 

 

Faycal Benchekroun 

 
 

Professor of Higher Education, Doctor of Forest Economy since 1987 (ENGREF, Nancy). 

From 2011 to this day, he holds the position of Director of Planning, Information System and 

Cooperation HCEFLCD-Morocco. Since 1981, he taught forestry and conservation of natural 

resources and the environment. He has participated in several national and international 

studies and surveys,  

 

Very active in Project Management training programs for managers and future managers, he 

was the Head of the Department of Forestry at the Agronomic and Veterinary Institute Hassan 

II Rabat from 1983 to 1994. He is the author of several scientific articles and textbooks in the 

socio-economic issues related to the exploitation of natural resources. 
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Jaime Cavelier 

 

 
 

Jaime Cavelier Ph.D. is a Sr. Biodiversity Specialist in the Natural Resources Team at the 

Global Environment Facility (GEF). He is responsible for the management of the portfolio of 

Biodiversity projects in Eastern- and Southern- African countries, and for the Biosafety 

(Cartagena Protocol) & Access and Benefit Sharing (Nagoya Protocol) - projects worldwide. 

Before joining the GEF, he worked at the Andes-Amazon Initiative of the Gordon and Betty 

Moore Foundation, and the eco-regional programs of Southwest Amazon Eco-regional 

program at WWF-US. Before moving to the US in the early 2000’s, he dedicated ten his 

professional career as a professor and researcher at the University of the Andes in Bogota. He 

carried out research in topics ranging from the ecology and conservation of single species to 

studies on the structure and function of tropical ecosystems.  

 

Eva Muller 

 

 

Eva Muller has 30 years of experience in forestry development, mainly in developing 

countries. She has worked extensively in Africa, Latin America and Asia. Before joining FAO 

in 2004, she was Assistant Director for Reforestation and Forest Management of the 

International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO). Currently she is Director of the Forest 

Economics, Policy and Products Division at FAO Headquarters in Rome. Ms. Muller has a 

Masters Degree in Forestry from Yale University in the US and a PhD in Natural Resources 

from the University of Hamburg in Germany. 
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Myrna Cunningham 

 

Mirna Cunningham is an Indigenous Miskita woman from the Waspa community in 

Nicaragua. Mirna worked as a school teacher in her community before studying medicine and 

becoming the first female Miskita doctor. She worked for several years in public health in 

Indigenous communities and later became the first female Miskita governor of the 

autonomous region’s regional government. Mirna has served on many national, regional and 

global bodies. She was Chair of the UN Permanent Forum of Indigenous Issues in 2011–13. 

She is a member of the Board of Directors of the Global Fund for Women and serves as an 

advisor to three international Indigenous groups.  

 

Leslie Durschinger 

 

 
 

Leveraging 20 years of experience and a proven track record in the financial services industry, 

Ms. Durschinger founded Terra Global Capital in 2006 to promote results-based approaches 

to community-led forest and land-use emission reductions programs. Ms. Durschinger is 

recognized as a pioneer and innovator in alignment of development values and financially 

viable approaches to sustainable landscape management. She is a member of the Verified 

Carbon Standard (VCS) AFOLU Steering Committee, REDD+ Social & Environmental 

Standards Committee, VCS JNR Permanence Work Group and Coalition on Agricultural 

Greenhouse (C-AGG) Advisory Committee.  Among her previous employers are JP Morgan, 

Merrill Lynch, Barclays Global Investors and Charles Schwab. 
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Jaime Nalvarte Armas 

 

He serves as Executive Director of AIDER ,  a Peruvian NGO with 27 years of institutional 

life which is currently one of the leading organizations in Peru on PES mechanisms , 

especially those related to forest carbon and landscapes. AIDER is developing 5 projects 

related to PSA with a team of 25 local professionals. One of these projects has materialized 

carbon credit sales in the domestic market, as a result of advocacy and coordination that have 

managed to involve key actors and decision makers. 

 

Francisco Flores Jaquez 

 

Francisco Flores Jáquez Forester is an engineer graduated from the Autonomous University of 

Chapingo, in the State of Mexico. Since 1993 he has worked in the Agricultural and 

Environmental sector highlighting agricultural activities suh as measurement and titling of 

communal lands and other activities in the field of regulation and operation of forestry in 

Mexico.  

 

Currently, he serves as Deputy Manager for Strengthening of Providers of Environmental 

Services within the National Forest Commission, whose main activities are focused on 

working with farming communities that currently receive payment for environmental 

services: monitoring support and monitoring for the correct application of these. Actively 

involved in the design of the Operating Rules governing the use and allocation of the budget 

that the federal government intended for environmental services category. 
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Cécile Ndjebet    

 

 

President of the African Women’s Network for Community Management of Forests 

(REFACOF) a regional network with the secretariat based in Edéa, Cameroon. She is also the 

Executive director of Cameroon Ecology, a national NGO based in Edéa.  For the past 17 

years, Cécile has been devoted to women’s rights issues. Cécile is currently very involved in 

the national, regional, and international climate change processes. Cecile is the national 

coordinator of the civil society Platform on REDD+, the Focal Point of the Women Major 

Group of the United Nations Forest Forum (UNFF), and the only woman Observer in the 

World Bank Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF).  For the coming years, Cécile main 

advocacy work will focus on community tenure rights, especially securing women’s property 

rights to land and forests. Cécile will also continue to advocate for the creation of special fund 

mechanisms for rural women to help them better play their  role in climate change adaptation 

and mitigation.  

 

Dale Lewis 

 

 

Dale Lewis received his PhD in Zoology and Population Genetics from University of Texas in 

1979 and did his field research in Zambia on the White-browed Sparrow Weaver.  Fatefully, 

his study area was adjacent to South Luangwa National Park. The almost daily ringing of gun 

shots by poachers made it impossible for Dale to ignore the imperative that conservation be 

his calling and not academia. Over the ensuing years, Dale pioneered research, piloted 

programs, and engineered solutions for harmonizing small-farmer needs around food 

production, markets and biodiversity conservation.  For the past ten years he has directed 

Community Markets for Conservation, a non-profit company that drives consumer support for 

a brand, It's WIld!, that rewards small farmers who commit to conservation.    
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Manoel Sobral Filho 

 
 

Dr. Manoel Sobral Filho, a national of Brazil, received a PhD in forestry, wildlife and range 

sciences from the University of Idaho, USA. He began his work in the Amazon region in 

1981, when he was appointed as Director of the Forest Products Research Center of the 

National Institute for Amazonian Research. In 1987, he joined the International Tropical 

Timber Organization (ITTO), Japan, and served the position of Executive Director from 

November 1999 to November 2007. He has written and spoken widely on issues related to the 

conservation, management, use and trade of tropical forest resources. He is currently 

associated with National Institute for Amazonian Research. 

 

Stefano Pagiola 

 

Stefano Pagiola is an economist in the World Bank’s Environment Department, where he 

leads the Bank’s work on payments for environmental services. Stefano has worked 

extensively on the economic valuation of environmental and natural resource problems, with 

particular emphasis on land degradation, environmental services and biodiversity 

conservation. Before joining the Bank, Stefano taught economics at Stanford University and 

was a research associate at Washington State University. His recent publications include a 

volume of case studies of market-based mechanisms for forest conservation called Selling 

Forest Environmental Services . 
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Guillermo Navarro 

 

 

Specialist in forest and natural resources economics and governance in the areas of education, 

capacity building, applied research and technical cooperation. This experience is 

supplemented by other connected tasks, including silviculture, forest management, trade and 

marketing of forest products, land use planning, investment analysis and assessment of 

sustainable productive systems and natural resources, and forest policy. Worked in and made 

research on the phenomena of illegal logging and trade, challenges of competitivity of 

forestry land uses, and understanding direct and indirect causes and vectors of deforestation 

and forest degradation. 

 

Mario Martín Velásquez Villatoro 

 
 

Mario Villatoro Martin Velasquez, a Guatemalan, Forest Engineer, holds a Master in 

Economics of Natural Resources and Environment, University of Concepcion in Chile. He 

currently works for the National Institute of Forestry, in his country. He has extensive 

experience in areas such as: Environmental Services, Economics of Natural Resources, Forest 

Restoration. 
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Hironori Nukui 

 
 

Mr. Hironori Nukui joined Yokohama Waterworks Bureau in 1979, he worked at a service 

office related to water charge. Since 2002, he’s been worked as an Assistant Manager at water 

purification sector, crisis management sector, business planning sector, industrial water 

sector, and also water supply sector. Recently, he works as Manager of Water Resource Forest 

Management Office, and engaged in an effort for the management of water conservation 

forest. 

 

Carmenza Robledo 

 
 

 

Dr. Robledo has over 15 years experience on sustainable management of natural resources 

and climate change, with special regard of developmental aspects, including socio-economic 

issues, governance and the attribution of environmental impacts. She has project experience in 

Latin America, Africa and Asia, as well as experience advising international organizations 

including ITTO, FAO, World Bank, UNDP, UNEP, CIFOR, GEF, UNFCCC Secretariat or 

IUCN. She combines scientific and project oriented assignments. Some current activities are 

her participation as Lead Author of the forthcoming IPCC report in the chapter of AFOLU 

(Agriculture, Forest and Other Land Uses), and evaluator of the CGIAR program on Forest, 

Trees and Agroforestry, where environmental services are included under various program 

components. 
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Monica Julissa de los Rios Maldonado de leal      

 

 

Monica Julissa De Los Rios de Leal is the Executive Director of the Institute of Climate 

Change (IMC) of the Brazilian State of Acre and has been working for the Government of 

Acre since 2009.  She has a MSc. Degree in Ecology and Natural Resources Management 

from the Federal University of Acre (UFAC) and has been working with monitoring of 

deforestation and forest fires in the southwestern Amazon for the last 10 years. At the IMC, 

Monica is responsible for the implementation of the Acre State System of Incentives for 

Environmental Services – SISA that include a Jurisdictional Carbon Program as a strategy to 

establish a low emission development at subnational level.  

 

Francisco Alpizar 

 
 

Francisco Alpízar is Associate Professor of Economics at University of Gothenburg. At 

CATIE he is the Director of the Economics and Environment for Development Research 

Program, which is part of the Environment for Development Initiative, a global network of 

research think tanks that includes CATIE in Central America, Resources for the Future in the 

USA, the Environmental Economics Unit at University of Gothenburg, Sweden, and Centers 

in Kenia, Tanzanía, Ethiopía, South Africa, Chile and China. In 2005 he founded the Latin 

American and Caribbean Environmental Economics Program (LACEEP, www.laceep.org), 

and was its Program Director until 2010.   

 

http://www.laceep.org/

