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Forests and 
trees for 
healthy cities
Developing guidelines for policy and 
decision-making promoting urban and 
peri-urban forestry

Roadmap towards the Guidelines
2011

2012

• Inception Workshop: “Developing guidelines for 
decision and policy-makers. Trees and Forests for 
Healthy Cities” (30–31 May, Glasgow, Scotland)

• International Year of Forests 2011 

• Publications in progress: “Towards the guidelines 
for policy and decision makers promoting urban and 
peri-urban forestry” 

• 21st FAO Committee on Forestry and 6th World 
Urban Forum

2013
• 10th session of the United Nations Forum on 

Forests 
• 16th European Forum on Urban Forestry: Approval 

of the Carta of Milan 
• Publications in progress: Regional voluntary 

guidelines on urban and peri-urban forestry for the  
“French-speaking African Countries and the 
Middle-East” and for the “Asia-Paci�c Region” 

2014
• Publications in progress: “Global Voluntary 

Guidelines for policy and decision making 
promoting urban and peri-urban forestry” 

• Launching workshop: Silva Mediterranea Working 
Group on Urban and peri-urban forestry (May 2014).

• Steps forward: 
• Mobilization of policy and decisions-makers in 

support of guidelines’ validation and 
implementation

• Publication of the �nal version of the regional and 
global guidelines (end of the 2014)

FAO resources on urban and peri-urban 
forestry
FAO Forestry Department Website 

www.fao.org/forestry/urbanforestry

FAO website on urban forestry
http://km.fao.org/urbanforestry/

The Food for the Cities Network
Join the discussion group by registering on:
http://dgroups.org/fao/food-for-cities
Or send an email to: makiko.taguchi@fao.org 
www.fao.org/fcit

Other resources on urban and peri-urban 
forestry

Urban Forestry & Urban Greening Journal

United Nation Forum on Forest
www.un.org/esa/forests/ 

European Forum on Urban Forestry
www.efuf2014.org/

Silva Mediterranea Working Group on Urban 
and peri-urban forestry
www.fao.org/forestry/silvamed/12990/en/

Urban Forestry Network
http://urbanforestrynetwork.org/

International Union of Forest Research 
Organizations  
http://www.iufro.org/



The past few decades have been characterized by 
increasing urbanization which has too often taken 
place without any strategic territorial planning, 
resulting in unsustainable patterns of land use and 
depletion of most green areas. 

Evidence of the unsustainability of this growth is 
now drawing public’s attention on the need to focus 
the global e�orts towards developing a more 
resilient and sustainable model of cities, a model 
that is able to respond to population’s increasing 
demand of availability of and access to food and 
basic services.

Well-designed and well-managed green 
infrastructures can contribute signi�cantly to the 
resilience of cities, while also addressing local and 
global challenges, such as climate change mitigation 
and adaptation, food and water security, combating 
deserti�cation, as well as increasing people’s health 
and well-being, jobs and income generation, energy 
provision, and disaster-risk prevention.

In 2011, FAO initiated a collaborative process aimed 
at developing voluntary guidelines to promote the 
optimization of the contribution of trees and forests 
to environmentally and socio-economically 
sustainable urban development.

The outcome document, to be published by the end 
of 2014, will be aimed at accompanying – through 
the provision of policy advice, examples of good 
practices and successful actions undertaken around 
the world – policy-makers and decision-takers in the 
implementation of urban green infrastructures to 
better respond to the present and future needs of 
cities and their inhabitants.

Why the Guidelines?
The Guidelines
STRATEGIES AND POLICIES 

1. Policy and legal framework
2. Design and planning
3. Prevention risk-management
4. Multi-stakeholder approaches

SOCIAL VALUES AND ECOSYSTEM SERVICES
1. Climate change
2. Biodiversity and landscape 
3. Deserti�cation and land degradation
4. Food and nutrition security
5. Human health and wellbeing
6. Watershed management together 
7. Green economy

IN ACTION TOGETHER
1. Alliances and partnerships
2. Communication and awareness raising
3. Research, development and education
4. Resource mobilization and investment

Beyond the guidelines: regional 
mobilization

In order to produce comprehensive and 
internationally adaptable guidelines, an inclusive 
and participatory process involving key stakeholders 
– such as national and local authorities, urban 
planners, academics, NGOs and civil society – is 
essential.

Beyond knowledge and experience sharing, the 
guidelines will pave the way for the implementation 
of good practices in urban forestry by key actors, 
while creating momentum for further mobilization, 
policy change and strategic actions, at both regional 
and global levels. 

It is now time to strengthen multi-stakeholder 
and multi-sectoral dialogue and build together a 
common vision for healthy cities for all!


