
 
Advisory Body to FAO Forestry Programme: elevate innovations and dialogue for bioeconomy 
 
The FAO Advisory Committee on Sustainable Forest-based Industries (ACSFI) met for the 55th time in St. 
Petersburg, the Russian Federation on 10 June 2014. The meeting was hosted by the Russian Association 
of Pulp & Paper Organizations and Enterprises (RAO BUMPROM) for the first time. Attendance included 
industry associations, executives, and international research organizations from 20 countries. The 
International Council of Forest and Paper Associations (ICFPA) held its Annual Meeting the following day. 
 
The global challenges on food security, poverty, biodiversity, water, energy and climate, have 
highlighted the important role for the forestry and forest products industries in addressing these 
challenges. "The industry has been directly and indirectly contributing solutions to these challenges for 
decades and we must increase awareness of this among consumers, NGOs and policymakers" said 
Michael Peter, Chairman of the ACSFI.  
 
Innovations in science and policy can increase the productivity of land used for growing forests and 
other crops for multiple purposes, without excessive destruction of other forest values and without 
increasing competition for land from other land users. 
 
ACSFI took a broad view of the various applications of biotechnology in forests and the forest industry. 
The Group concluded that FAO’s Forestry Programme will have an important role to deepen the on-
going dialogues in various international fora and facilitate constructive approaches.  
 
Some of the most promising forest industry innovations will be based on the responsible use of traits of 
biotechnology, desirable for the production of high performance bio-based packaging and green 
chemicals. “Paper-based packaging already offers tremendous opportunities for helping to meet global 
food security needs by reducing spoilage and prolonging freshness of foods” said Donna Harman, 
President of the ICFPA.  ACSFI and ICFPA look forward to working together to achieve the strategic 
initiatives of eliminating food insecurity, making forestry more productive and sustainable and 
optimizing supply chain efficiency to support sustainable development. 
 
In forestry, there is a high potential for deploying biotech without genetic engineering e.g. enhancing 
propagation of important planted species, supporting species conservation programmes with adequate 
information on their genetic variation, reducing dependence on pesticides and herbicides through 
enhanced bio-control programmes, and enabling greater production, adaptation to climate variability 
and resistance to pests and diseases. 
 
Finally, the ACSFI recommended strengthening the FAO Forestry Statistics Programme and improving 
reporting standards and dissemination of forestry data. Better information needs to be collected and 
reported on socioeconomic contributions of forestry and industry in the future. 
 



 
 
ACSFI-55th  Recommendations to FAO: 
 
ACSFI recommends FAO to ensure that the Forestry Programme is adequately resourced to deliver on 
the agreed Outputs and Activities under SO2 and SO4 of the FAO Strategic Framework by:  
 

1. Using the expertise, networks and outputs of the ACSFI and ICFPA, such as “Bio-based 
packaging: a Green Food Saver”, in international initiatives. 

2. Increasing the exposure of the ACSFI and ICFPA in the FAO Committee on Forestry. 
3. Following up on the recent release of the FAO State of the World’s Forest Genetic Resources 

and the extensive work being carried out globally on forest biotech, by facilitating a deeper 
international dialogue in this rapidly developing area. 

4. Carrying out a study on the various bioeconomy policies of countries and evaluate the extent to 
which forestry and the forest products industries feature in these policies. 

5. Strengthening the capacity of the FAO Forestry Statistics Programme and ensure that it captures 
the full spectrum of existing and new forest based products and is communicated to an even 
broader range of users. 

6. Involving ACSFI in the FAO SFM criteria & indicators project in harmony with similar efforts 
being undertaken in different regions, processes and among forest certification systems. 

 
 
 
 


