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Participants 

Chair: Hosny El-Lakany 

Members: Lennart Ackzell, Yemi Adeyeye, Alexander Buck (representing Mike Wingfield), 

Chris Buss (representing Cyrie Sendashonga), Ronnie De Camino Velozo, Godwin Kowero, 

Nthabiseng Motete, Michael Peter, Tomás Schlichter, Gerald Steindlegger, Tint Lwin Thaung, 

Xiao Wangxin  

Regrets:  Doris Capistrano, Myrna Cunningham, Sunita Narain 

WFC Secretariat: Motsamai Nkosi, Hester Obisi, Tiina Vähänen 

Special remarks on 25 June: Bharrat Jagdeo (Chair of COFO), Eduardo Rojas-Briales (ADG of 

Forestry, FAO)  

Special remarks on 26 June: H.E. Mohammed S. Sheriff (Chair of Africa Regional Group) 

 

Introduction  

 Preparations 

 Draft sub-themes 

Following an overview presentation by the Associate Secretary-General, the Advisory 

Committee (AC) was invited to discuss specifically:  

 Legacy of the Congress 

 Focus of the content (sub/themes and discussion topics) 

 Structure of the Congress, including new and innovative ways for engaging 

participants in dialogue  

 Resource mobilization for wide participation as well as outreach. 

Legacy of the Congress 

 The AC proposed that the legacy of the Congress could emerge around promoting 

investment in forestry, for example:  
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o investing in enabling environment (mainly policy and institutional), specifically 

investing in people (capacity building at all levels, knowledge and education in 

forestry and other human capital) 

o asset investment (mainly financial and largely private sector).  

 AC recommended considering success stories of responsible investment, as well as 

finances that negatively affect forests.  

 It was noted that investment opportunities may increase and forestry may become 

more attractive when considering the role of forests in contributing to or being 

affected by megatrends, such as poverty, population growth and migration, food and 

nutrition security, competing land-uses, climate change, water, energy and 

urbanization. In addition, the technical programme should consider key socio-

economic, environmental and governance issues.  

 AC concluded that change in mind-set is major challenge. 

Sub-themes 

In general, the AC made the following comments: 

 Rather than having “investment” as a separate sub-theme it could be an overarching 

matter, to be covered by each sub-theme.  

 Throughout all subthemes, focus on future and keep in mind: What is new? Which 

changes are needed? What are the gaps? What do the forest sector needs to do? 

With whom to discuss?  

 Consider elevating the unfolding SDGs more visibly in subthemes (as soon as they are 

finalized).   

 Subthemes would benefit from a review by professional editor/communicator.  

Resource mobilization for Participation 

AC agreed that the Congress should attract wide participation from a variety of interest 

groups and stakeholders. It emphasized the importance of participation from developing 

countries, particularly students and young professionals, women and local communities, and 

committed to make every effort as a Committee and through the networks of individual 

members for promoting widest possible participation.   

This would include identifying and encouraging various forestry-related projects, 

programmes and initiatives that can sponsor participants to the Congress and present 

achievements in technical sessions and side events. For example, CATIE is developing 

database on development projects in Latin America related to natural resources and can use 

the contact information for promoting the Congress. Organizing meetings of boards and 

steering committees of such initiatives immediately before or after the Congress was also 

encouraged.   

AC emphasized the importance for the host country to prepare and coordinate internally 

well in advance to allow for visas and other logistics to avoid any bottlenecks for 
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participation (examples were shared from the 2009 Congress in Argentina). FAO country 

offices can coordinate with South African Embassies and Consulates in developing countries 

to facilitate. 

Proposals for organizing sessions, key note speakers and the outcome document  

 Key note speakers, maximum 20, should be highly qualified, non-traditional speakers. 

Seek younger speakers, women, inside or outside sector, who are recognized and can 

act as lively facilitators to engage.  

 Sub-theme leaders can also be external partners (i.e. other sectors), as a way of 

engagement. Some sessions could be organized by a lead organization (or a group of 

organizations) that would be responsible for planning and managing the session. 

Invitations to partner organizations need to be issued in good time.  

 The AC agreed to propose possible key note speakers and session leaders once the 

programme content and structure is clearer. 

 While reporting on the outcomes of the WFC is the responsibility  of the ADG/FO and 

South African Minister responsible for forests, messengers should be considered to 

convey the outcome of the Congress, for example a young African to deliver key 

findings from World Forestry Congress at UNFCCC.  

Outreach and communication  

 It was recognized that during WFC XIII FAO supported widely communication and 

outreach activities (for example interviews, press, TV, videos, etc.) and the AC 

recommended such support be a strong input by FAO also for the XIV Congress. It 

also recognized the FAO regional and sub-regional offices as important actors for 

raising awareness and engaging participation in their respective regions and 

countries.  

 AC encouraged wider participation from non-typical forest rural areas that could be 

generated for example by sending personal “invitations”, as well as inviting investors 

outside the forest sector to be part of investment forum. In addition proposals were 

made to highlight grassroot initiatives and to organize an auction with innovative 

wood based products.  

 AC noted that WFC Secretariat should move quickly with website to disseminate 

information such as registration fees and costs of accommodation as well as 

potential discounts offered by South African and other airlines), given the Congress is 

“only” 14 months away.   

 AC members agreed to circulate all Congress information, as soon as available 

through their networks. 

 AC recognized the significant investment by South Africa to organize the Congress 

and encouraged to share a timeline of activities leading to Congress as soon as 

possible.  
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Next meeting 

The work will continue by e-mails. AC requested the ASG to explore if a second face-to-face 

meeting could be organized on the margins of a major forestry event that a majority of 

members would be attending in the near future.  

At the end of the meeting, the AC acknowledged with appreciation the efforts made so far 

by all concerned in South Africa and FAO as well as the excellent preparations for the first AC 

meeting.  


