
 

 

 

Introduction to the WFC XIV thematic focus 

The 14th World Forestry Congress (WFC), to be held on 7–11 September 2015 in Durban, South 

Africa, is a major opportunity for the world’s foresters, forest supporters and intersectoral 

partners to gather, share expertise and experiences, and project a vision of the future role of 

forests in global sustainable development. This will be the first WFC convened in Africa, and 

organizers are encouraging broad participation – by the forest, agricultural, livestock, energy 

and water sectors, the public sector, civil society, and research and academic institutions, and 

especially by women, youth and the private sector. Past WFCs have attracted up to 7000 

participants, and the Government of South Africa anticipates a record attendance at the 

Congress in 2015. 

WFC XIV aims to: 

 help position forestry as an integral part of sustainable development at all levels – 

national, regional and global;  

 identify and review major issues facing the sector and propose technical, scientific and 

policy interventions to promote forest sustainability;  

 provide an open forum in which the world’s forestry community and partners from 

other, related sectors can share and debate their knowledge, views and latest findings 

and establish and consolidate partnerships and networks; 

 showcase the latest developments and innovations in the global forest sector, using 

multimedia platforms to illustrate practical applications and linkages; and 

 ensure that critical issues are tackled and that all key stakeholders, particularly youth, 

students, professionals, women and local communities, have a platform on which to 

voice the ideas and concerns of their constituencies. 

The central theme of WFC XIV is Forests and People: Investing in a Sustainable Future. The aim is to 

show that investment in forestry is an investment in people and, in turn, an investment in 

sustainable development. WFC XIV will emphasize the role of forests in income generation, 

employment creation and equity and the vital links between forests and climate change, 

biodiversity conservation and sustainable water resources. It will explore the governance 

structures that best promote implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests. 

The key cross-cutting focus of WFC XIV is investment in forestry. WFC XIV will examine the need 

for, and the advantages of, investing in:  

 the enabling environment – especially policy and institutional; 

 people – building capacity at all levels, knowledge and education in forestry, 

community-based forest institutions, and other human capital; 

 assets – such as forests and value-added production, largely by the private sector.  

Investment opportunities will increase and forestry will become more attractive as an investment 

prospect in light of the growing importance of forests in reducing poverty, achieving food and 

nutritional security, addressing climate change, conserving water, producing energy and 

improving urban environments.  


