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The Working Group on Urban and Peri-urban Forestry (WG7) was established by the Committee 

on Mediterranean Forestry Questions - Silva Mediterranea in the framework of its 21st session 

(Turkey, Antalya, 2-3 February 2012) with the mandate to develop an urban and peri-urban forestry 

networking strategy for the Mediterranean countries. Its role is to act as a neutral forum where 

nations can meet and develop agreements, as well as debate policy aspects on urban and peri-

urban forestry issues.  

 

The Working group meets twice a year. The objective of this IV Workshop was to revise the 

outcomes of the activities implemented during the last few months and to draft preliminary project 

proposals for the implementation of UPF-related projects in the Mediterranean region.  A detailed 

Agenda of the meeting can be found in Annex I. A complete list of participants to the event is 

available in Annex II. 

 

  

Background 
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Day 1 

The workshop was opened by Mr Simone Borelli who, after a quick presentation of agenda and 

objectives of the meeting, left the floor to participants for their introduction.  

 

After a quick presentation of mission and mandate of the WG7 (Mr Fabio Salbitano), the outcomes 

of the previous workshop were recalled and an overview of the outcomes of the activities 

implemented by the group over the previous months provided (Ms Michela Conigliaro). The floor 

was later given to Mr Fulvio Ducci - coordinator of the WG4 on Forest Genetic Resources - who 

presented the activities developed by its group and paved the floor towards a brainstorming on 

possible synergies to be developed between the two WGs. Mr Fabio Salbitano reported on the 

outcomes of past relevant UPF-related events and then participants were invited to share 

information on upcoming events of possible interest for the Group.  

 

The discussion then focused on the state of the ongoing activities: proposals towards their 

finalization and implementation were advanced by participants, who also brainstormed on possible 

financing opportunities and communication strategies to be implemented in order to enhance the 

visibility of the group. It was also recalled that all the activities developed in the framework of the 

WG7 (no matter by whom), belong to the whole WG7. The day ended with a group brainstorming 

aimed to identify possible items for the project proposals draft session that would take place in 

Day 2. 

 

 

Day 2 

After having recalled the outcomes of the first day, participants split in three working groups and 

worked at the draft of the three project proposals identified the day before. After the working 

group session, the preliminary drafts prepared by the groups were presented in the plenary and 

the way forward their finalization was agreed by participants.  

 

Members defined deadlines and work plan for the period until the next meeting of the group and 

new activities were proposed for integration in the 2016 work plan. The meeting closed with the 

election of the new Coordinators of the working group who will remain in charge until the end of 

2016. 

 

 

 
  

Summary of the event 
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Implementation and finalization of ongoing activities: 
 

Activity #1: Creation of a WG7 Workspace 

Participants welcomed the proposal of creating a Dgroup workspace to promote discussion and 

facilitate coordination between the members. Access to the platform will be given to all members 

directly involved in the implementation of the different activities carried out by the working group. 

Dedicated folders for the storage of documents related to background information and ongoing 

activities would be created on that platform. Once given access, all the members of the workspace 

would be allowed to contribute to the revision of the different documents. Any member of WG7 

interested in being given access to the platform, is invited to contact the Secretariat. 

 

Activity #2: Promote the activity of the WG7 through the published Silva Mediterranea Newsletter  

The coordinators reported on the Newsletter published in April 2015 and invited participants to 

disseminate the document in order to advertise the work implemented by WG7. 

 

Activity #3: Draft of a Policy brief on UPF in the Mediterranean region 

A preliminary draft of the policy brief was shared by the writing team (FAO Team, Ms Anna 

Chiesura, Mr Fabio Salbitano) with the rest of the group. Once finalized, the file (addressed to policy 

makers and decision takers in the region) will be published and disseminated in the framework of 

upcoming events.  

Preliminary inputs received: highlight direct economic benefits from UPF implementation in the 

region; include a paragraph on how policy makers could cooperate at regional level towards UPF 

implementation. 

Way forward: the document will be uploaded on the Dgroup platform. Any feedback/comment to 

this draft should be provided directly on that by Monday 18th January 2016, at the latest. 

 

Activity #4: Development of a database of case studies and good practices on UPF in the 

Mediterranean region  

Members will search for interesting case studies and examples of good practices on UPF in the 

Mediterranean region for upload in a dedicated folder on the Dgroup platform. A reference 

template for the compilation of these case studies will be drafted and uploaded on the platform. 

The main objectives of this collection are: (i) select relevant material to later develop a database 

of case studies and best practices in the region; and, (ii) identify research questions/gaps to be 

further addressed both at regional and global level.  

Preliminary inputs received: make sure to include both qualitative and quantitative information in 

the proposed template. 

 

  

Main outcomes 

https://dgroups.org/fao/silvamed-wg7
http://www.fao.org/forestry/80492/en/
https://dgroups.org/fao/silvamed-wg7
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Activity #5: Development of sets of indicators for the assessment of UPF in Mediterranean cities 

The most updated version of the table of indicators will be shared through the Dgroup platform by 

mid-December. Participants agreed on starting testing the draft indicators in some Mediterranean 

champion cities. Suggested criteria for the selection of such cities are: (i) good knowledge of the 

city (by who will perform the assessment); (ii) availability of data; (iii) good regional balance 

between small and big cities. The selection of cities with too peculiar characteristics should also be 

avoided (e.g. Venice in Italy). The cities proposed by participants for inclusion in this phase are: 

 

 France: Montpellier 

 Italy: Milan, Padua and Florence  

 Slovenia: Ljubljana  

 Portugal: Bragança 

 Spain: Granada (preliminary test of the biological indicators already conducted, see below)  

 Turkey: to be defined 

 Morocco: to be defined 

 

The testing phase would aim at: (i) verifying the applicability of the indicators to the Mediterranean 

context; (ii) identifying current gaps and stimulate further research; (iii) estimating how much the 

collecting and filling-in of the data for the indicators could cost to a municipality; (iv) getting a 

better overview of the state of UPF in the Mediterranean cities; (v) identifying how existing 

technologies and tools can support in measuring the proposed indicators; (vi) setting quality 

targets through the identification of minimum standards/thresholds to be reached; and, (vii) 

deciding what the indicators will be used for (e.g. compilation of a manual, reference information 

for cities, …). 

 

Preliminary testing of the applicability of biological indicators - Ms Paloma Cariñanos presented 

the outcomes of the application of the biological indicators in the city of Granada. The results 

obtained confirmed the applicability of that specific set of indicators to that specific city.   

 

Sets of indicators still to be integrated – With regard to the finalization of the sets of indicators 

currently uncomplete, the Group agreed on proceeding as follows: 

 

 Ecological indicators: Ms Paloma Cariñanos and Ms Rocío Alonso (coordinators of the 

implementation of the biological indicators set) will finalize this list and incorporate the 

identified ecological indicators in the biological indicators list. The outcome will be a merged 

bio-ecological indicators list. 

 Socio-economic indicators: Mr Andrej Verlič will contact the experts involved in identification 

of the UPF socio-cultural related-issues in the framework of the Cost Action FP1204 in order to 

involve them in the activity.  

 Economic indicators: Ms Maria Beatrice Andreucci volunteered to finalize the draft prepared 

by Ms Samira Benamar.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ljubljana
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Additional general inputs towards the finalization of these sets of indicators provided by the group 

in the framework of the past workshops, are reported in the reports of the previous meetings (see 

WG7 webpage). 

 

Recalling the criteria identified for the selection of the indicators - As agreed during the previous 

workshops: 
 

 The selected indicators should be applicable to the whole Mediterranean region and not be 

country/city specific. 

 Both private and public green areas are to be considered, where possible. 

 Green accountability and economic benefits from the improvement of UPF should be 

highlighted and given relevance. 

 Work should be made consistent with the outcomes of strategies and activities implemented 

by CBD (City Biodiversity Index), ICLEI, EU Commission, etc. on issues related to green 

infrastructure and urban increased sustainability and resilience.  

 Highlight the linkages between Green Infrastructure and Ecosystem Services provision. 

 Indicators should be drafted bearing in mind that they need to be: (i) simple and easily 

interpretable; (ii) referring to accessible data; (iii) measurable; (iv) multifunctional and 

applicable to a high number of Mediterranean cities as well as to large/medium/small cities.  

 The following have been suggested as reference for complementing and guiding the selection 

of the indicators: (i) the parameters applied for assigning the European Green Capital award 

(EU Commission) and; (ii) the outcomes of the COST Action TU0902 “Integrated assessment 

technologies to support the sustainable development of urban areas”. 

 The common framework proposed by the Secretariat was confirmed. An additional column 

highlighting the linkages between the selected indicator and the related ecosystem services 

could be added.  

 Indicators allowing to assess the contribution of UPF in terms of ecosystem services (pollution 

decrease, energy saving, etc.) should be added. In this regard, allergies, pollution, pollens and 

related problems should be somehow included in the final set of indicators. Also, inventories 

are a key reference for evaluating the status of species whose presence is indicator of good 

environmental quality. 

 The Secretariat will revise the different sets of indicators to provide reference coordinators 

with inputs towards their finalization. Once the revised drafts of the indicators are received, 

the Secretariat will merge them in the agreed common framework to later circulate the 

resulting draft among all the members of the WG7 for inputs and comments. 

 Possible synergies to take into consideration: INFORMED “INtegrated research on FOrest 

Resilience and Management in the MEDiterranean” is a three-year project which will begin in 

the next few months. The project will foster knowledge about the response of Mediterranean 

forests to global change, developing management tools to take into account the role and 

dynamics of forest biodiversity, especially at different ecological levels. Among the activities 

that will be implemented is the understanding of global change drivers, impacts and indicators 

on forest ecosystems base on a Mediterranean‐scale approach.  

http://www.fao.org/forestry/80487/en/
http://news.efi.int/newsletter/view/efimed-newsletter-september-2014/1770
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Activity #6: Scientific paper providing an overview of the state of UPF related research fields in the 

Mediterranean region 

The first draft of the paper is currently under finalization and will be circulated for inputs among 

the Group by mid-January 2016. Only English articles have been taken into consideration for the 

study. The analysis implemented is based on the following assumptions: (i) articles are considered 

to belong to the country of the first author of the publication; (ii) the articles have been classified 

by topic. Some 500 out of the collected 2000 articles have been selected for inclusion in the study. 

The study would help understand whether UPF-related research network exists in the region. 

Coordinator: Ms Silvija Krajter, Mr Fabio Salbitano, and Mr Giovanni Sanesi 

Inputs and comments: we should find a way to include also northern-African data and articles, 

mostly in French or Arabic. 

Publication: March 2016. 

 

Activity #7: Survey of the types of UPF/GI (elements and spaces) in the region  

The study is still at a preliminary phase of implementation. The difference in the approaches used 

by cities for the development of urban atlas makes it difficult to compare the data collected.  

Coordinator: Mr Fabio Salbitano 

Inputs and comments: the survey should focus on typology of green spaces. The resulting 

document could be used as a baseline for later implementing an analysis on the contribution that 

the different typologies of green spaces/urban forests provide to the urban environment in terms 

of ecosystems goods and services.   

 

 

Proposed new activities for implementation in 2016 

Activity #8: Position Paper 

The proposal for the issue of a position paper on UPF was raised during the meeting. The upcoming 

Habitat III Conference (October 2016) could be the ideal event for launching and disseminating this 

paper. Modality, timing and specific purpose of this document still need to be discussed in detail. 

The preliminary proposal is to aim for a document addressing UPF at global, rather than at regional, 

scale. A preliminary proposal outline of the document will be shared by the coordination Team 

(FAO plus the two coordinators of the WG7) at the beginning of next year. A first draft of the paper 

would be expected to be ready for discussion and finalization in the framework of the next 

workshop of the WG7 (Ljubljana, 31 May 2016).  

 

Activity #9: Develop UPF guidelines for the Mediterranean region 

Once the FAO global guidelines on UPF are published (beginning 2016), the WG7 will consider if 

and how to propose an adaptation of those guidelines to the Mediterranean region. 

 

Activity #10: UPF Summer schools in the Mediterranean region 

The activity could be planned and developed in collaboration with the WG4 and with the COST 

Action, which should have availability of grants to support summer school students. Refer to 

Giovanni Sanesi and Fabio Salbitano. 
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Activity #11: Food forests potential implementation in the Mediterranean region 

The issue has only be mentioned as possible future topic to be possibly addressed by the WG7. No 

specific discussion on how to plan, develop and implement such activity has been held by 

participants. 

 

 

Project proposals drafted in the framework of the workshop 

The following preliminary project ideas have been drafted in the framework of the workshop. The 

preliminary drafts will be uploaded on the Dgroup platform. Under the coordination of the 

reference coordinator of the proposal, the three groups will work to the finalization of the drafts. 

Deadline for delivery of the first draft of the document: 15 February 2015. Key issues to be taken 

into account when drafting the proposals:  

 

 Projects addressing new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) challenges will have 

higher probability to succeed when submitted.  

 The focus should be on developing Mediterranean countries, especially on South-South 

and North-South cooperation. 

 Projects underlining the key role of UPF in addressing the climate change issue will have 

more chance to be financed. 

 

The preliminary proposals should be structured as follows: (i) title; (ii) objectives of the project; (iii) 

timeframe; (iv) budget; (v) users; (vi) potential donors. Any member of the WG7 interested in 

contributing to the development of one or more of the above project proposals, is invited to 

contact the Secretariat of the WG7.  

 

Project proposal #1: Historical Mediterranean urban forests and parks 

Aim: knowing and valuing the Ancient Woodlands of Mediterranean cities including forests older 

than 200 years whose urban value has ancient roots and whose presence deeply characterizes the 

surrounding landscape (e.g. Alhambra, Granada). 

Potential donors identified: MAVA foundation (http://en.mava-foundation.org/). The proposal 

should not come directly from FAO but rather be submitted by a group of institutions external to 

the UN circuit (e.g. NGOs). A consortium of institutions could also be created for this purpose; 

among those institutions, a reference coordinator responsible for managing the budget and 

coordinating the work with the partners should be identified. The initial proposal should be a well-

written and attractive 2-3 pages document. Once a positive response from MAVA is received, a 

maximum of 2-3 months will be needed for designing the project; MAVA itself could in fact provide 

an expert for assisting with the implementation of this task. 

Coordinator: Mr Tommaso Sitzia 

Content proposal: see Annex IIIa   

  

  

http://www.fao.org/forestry/80492/en/
http://en.mava-foundation.org/
http://en.mava-foundation.org/
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Project proposal #2: Development of a tree species database 

Aim: development of a database and a manual of tree/shrub species suitable for Mediterranean 

urban areas and possibly of a related low cost App for smartphones/tablets. Possible synergies with 

WG4 could be explored for the implementation of this project proposal. 

Potential donors identified: Benetton Foundation (http://www.fbsr.it/) 

Coordinator: Mr Fabio Salbitano 

Content proposal: see Annex IIIb   

 

Project proposal #3: Raising awareness and disseminating knowledge towards sustainable green 

cities 

Aim: Identification, evaluation and dissemination of good practices of UPF in the Mediterranean 

region.  

Potential donors identified: Still to be identified 

Coordinator: Ms Anna Steidle 

Content proposal: see Annex IIIc   

 

 

Possible synergies WG4 and WG7 (to be further explored and discussed during the workshop) 

 EFUF 2016: there will be a session on Genetic resources 

 Possible topics for collaboration: certificate of nursery for urban trees 

 

 

Horizon 2020 UPF-related calls highlighted by participants: 

 “Smart Urban Futures” - UrbanEurope. In the ERA-NET Cofund Smart Urban Futures Call 

(ENSUF) cities and civil society in Europe can address urgent and long-term challenges by co-

creating ideas and project. This is JPI Urban Europe’s fourth Call and it is supported by the 

European Commission under the Horizon 2020 programme. Pre-proposal deadline: 15 March, 

2016 (link) 

 “Consolidated policy framework and governance models for synergies in rural-urban linkages”. 

First deadline: 17 February 2016 (link) 

 “Smart and sustainable cities”. First deadline: 8 March 2016 (link) 

 

 

Next meeting of the group: 

The next meeting of the WG7 will be held at the occasion of the EFUF 2016 (in Ljubljana) on the 

31st May 2016. It was discussed to explore the opportunity of holding the second 2016 meeting in 

Morocco. More detailed information on venue and programme of the event will be made available 

on the WG7 website.  

 

 

http://www.fbsr.it/
http://jpi-urbaneurope.eu/ensuf-call/
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/5105-rur-01-2016.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/calls/h2020-scc-2016-2017.html#c,topics=callIdentifier/t/H2020-SCC-2016-2017/1/1/1&callStatus/t/Forthcoming/1/1/0&callStatus/t/Open/1/1/0&callStatus/t/Closed/1/1/0&+identifier
http://www.fao.org/forestry/80487/en/
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Coordinators of the WG7:  

Mr Fabio Salbitano and Mr Andrej Verlič were elected as coordinators for the upcoming 12 months 

(until end 2016).  

 
 

Next relevant events: 

 EFUF 2016 “Urban forests for European resilient cities” (31 May - 4 June 2016, Ljubljana, 

Slovenia): Information on the event available at the link.   

 ISA International Annual Conference 2016 (13-17 August 2016 Fort Worth, Texas United States):  

Information on the event available at the link.   

 Mountains 2016 – X European Mountain Convention (3-7 October 2016, Bragança, Portugal):  

Information on the event available at the link.   

 World Urban Parks Europe Region Congress 2016 – “Heritage and culture, the contribution of 

green and natural spaces in the city (economy, social, landscape)” (6-8 October 2016, Toulouse, 

France): Information on the event available at the link.   

 Habitat III (17 – 20 October 2016, Quito, Ecuador):  Information on the event available at the 

link.   

 IFLA World Congress (20 to 22 April, Turin, Italy): In the framework of the Congress, a side event 

will be organized by COST FP1204 GreeInUrbs. 

 

 

 

  

http://efuf2016.gozdis.si/
http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/conference/index.aspx
http://cimo.esa.ipb.pt/mountains2016/
http://www.worldurbanparks.org/news-events/news/284-world-urban-parks-europe-region-congress-announced
http://www.worldurbanparks.org/news-events/news/284-world-urban-parks-europe-region-congress-announced
http://unhabitat.org/habitat-iii-conference/
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Once set up, the Dgroup platform will represent the main tool used by the Group to share 

information, contribute to the development of papers and documents, and communicate with the 

other members. The following work plan was agreed upon during the workshop: 

 
 

 Workspace 

30 November 2015: Dgroup platform created. Access to the platform given to the members of the 

WG7 currently involved in the development of the ongoing activities.  

 

 Project proposals 

 December 2015: upload of the preliminary draft proposals on the Dgroup platform.  

 15 February 2016: first draft of the proposals shared by the reference coordinators for 

discussion with Secretariat and Group coordinators. Brainstorming on possible donors to whom 

the proposals could be submitted. 

 30 March 2016: final draft finalized and shared with the members of the WG7 for possible 

inputs and comments. The draft should be structured in a way that allows to use it as a 

background document when designing a project proposal responding to the requirements of 

identified potential donors/calls. 
 

 

 Policy brief (Activity #3) 

 15 January 2016: deadline for the provision of inputs/comments to the draft presented during 

the Workshop. Draft available on the Dgroup platform. 

 15 February 2016: second draft finalized and shared on the workspace for final revision. 

 15 March 2016: paper ready for publication  

 EFUF 2016: launch 

 

 Development of a database of case studies and UPF good practices in the region (Activity #4):  

 December 2015: proposal template uploaded on the Dgroup platform. 

 15 January 2016: deadline for the provision of inputs/comments to the proposal template. 

 July 2016: consistent number of case studies provided by members according to the agreed 

template. 

 
 

 Indicators (Activity #5) 

 January 2016: skype call held to agree on how to implement the testing phase in the selected 

cities. 

 January-March 2016: finalization of the set of indicators still to be integrated (economic, socio-

cultural, ecological) according to what agreed by the Group (see Main outcomes > Activity #5 > 

Set of indicators still to be integrated). 

Roadmap towards the V Workshop of the WG7 

 



Silva Mediterranea Working Group on Urban and peri-urban forestry (WG7) – IV Workshop 

   

 

 February-April 2016: implementation of the testing phase with regard to the sets of indicators 

already available (i.e. policy, biological, structural). 

 March-April 2016: implementation of the testing phase with regard to the revised and finalized 

sets of indicators (economic, socio-cultural, ecological). 

 May 2016: comparison of the different outcomes obtained by the implementation of the above 

testing phases. 

 July 2016: revision and finalization of the tested sets of indicators. 

 September 2016: development of a final table of indicators to be presented at the next 

workshop of the WG7. 
 

 

 Survey of the types of UPF/GI in the region (Activity #6) 

 March 2016: proposal strategy for the implementation of this activity discussed and agreed with 

coordinators and secretariat. 
 

 

 Position paper (Activity #7) 

 February 2016: sharing of a proposal outline for the paper for inputs and comments (responsible 

members: secretariat and coordinators). 

 March 2016: first draft of the paper circulated for inputs and comments (responsible members: 

secretariat, coordinators, volunteering members).  

 May 2016: second draft shared on occasion of the next workshop of the WG7. 

 October: possible launch of the paper in the framework of the Habitat III Conference. 
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Annex I 
 

Agenda of the workshop  

 

  
Day 1 

09.30-10.15:  Introduction to the workshop 

 Presentation of the agenda and introduction of participants 

 Presentation of the activities developed by the WG7 in 2012-2015 

 Recalling the outcomes from the previous Workshop (Barcelona, March 2015)  

10.15-10.45:  Reporting on the outcomes of activities and events related to UPF 

 IUFRO 2015 (1-5 June 2015, Nice, France) 

 EFUF 2015 (9-13 June 2015, Brussels, Belgium) 

 World Forestry Congress (11-14 September 2015, Durban, South Africa) 

10.45-11.00: Coffee break  

 

11.00-12.30:  Discussion of current status of the activities currently under implementation (1) 

 Indicators, Collection of case studies, Survey 

12.30-14.00: Lunch  

 

14.00-15.30: Discussion of current status of the activities currently under implementation (2) 

 Scientific paper, Policy brief, Position paper 

15.30-15.45: Coffee break  

 

15.45-16.30:  Exploring possible synergies and future collaborations with WG4 (genetic resources) 

16.30-17.30:  Brainstorming on possible project proposals – Introducing works of Day 2  

 

 

 

Reporting on the state of the art of the activities implemented over the last months 
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  Day 2 

09.00-09.15:  Recalling the outcomes of the brainstorming session held on Day 1 

09.15-10.30:  Split in thematic working groups to draft project proposals (2-3 working groups) 

 Working Group 1: India room 

 Working Group 2: Canada room 

 Working Group 3: ESA-meeting room 

10.30-10.45: Coffee break  

10.45-11.30:  Continuing working groups discussion 

 Working Group 1: India room 

 Working Group 2: Canada room 

 Working Group 3: ESA-meeting room 

 

11.30-12.30:  Working groups reporting to the plenary for open discussion 

 Presentation of proposals drafts  

 Discussion of possible funding opportunities  

12.30-14.00:  Lunch 

14.00-15.00:  Way forward  

 Readdressing actions and priorities  

 Deadlines and calendar for activities to be implemented/finalized in 2015/2016 

 Election Coordinators of the WG7 

15.00-15.30: Closure of the meeting  

 Next Workshop of the WG7 

 Upcoming relevant events 
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Annex II 
 

List of participants 
 

The following participants attended the workshop:  

 

 Mr Simone Borelli (FAO) 

 Ms Michela Conigliaro (FAO) 

 Ms Yujuan Chen (FAO) 

 Ms Elena Andreini (FAO) 

 Ms Noemi Brazeau Belivau (FAO) 

 Ms Paloma Cariñanos (Spain) 

 Ms Anna Steidle (European Chair of Urban Parks) 

 Ms Rocio Alonso (Spain) 

 Mr Artur Gonçalves (Portugal) 

 Mr Andrej Verlič (Slovenia)  

 Mr Enrico Calvo (Italy) 

 Mr Alberto Minelli (Italy) 

 Ms Silvija Krajter (Croatia) 

 Ms Maria Beatrice Andreucci (Italy) 

 Ms Anna Chiesura (Italy) 

 Mr Fabio Salbitano (Italy) 

 Mr Giovanni Sanesi (Italy) 

 Mr Tommaso Sitzia (Italy) 

 Mr Paolo Semenzato (Italy) 

 Mr Alessio Fini (Italy) 

 Ms Esperanza Ayuga-Téllez (Spain)  

 Ms Claudia García-Ventura (Spain) 

 Mr Fulvio Ducci (Italy) 

 Mr José Castro (Portugal) 
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Annex IIIa 
 

Preliminary project proposal #1 
 

Title: Historical Mediterranean urban forests and parks 

Coordinator: Mr Tommaso Sitzia 

Contributors: Ms Rocio Alonso, Ms Paloma Cariñanos, Mr Andrej Verlič, Ms Silvija Krajter, Ms 

Anna Chiesura, Mr Giovanni Sanesi, Mr Paolo Semenzato, Ms Esperanza Ayuga-Téllez, Ms Yujuan 

Chen 

 

  



Silva Mediterranea Working Group on Urban and peri-urban forestry (WG7) – IV Workshop 

   

 

Annex IIIb 
 

Preliminary project proposal #2 
 

Title: Tree species database 

Coordinator: Mr Fabio Salbitano 

Contributors: Ms Claudia Garcia, Mr Artur Gonçalves, Mr Alessio Fini, Ms Elena Andreini, 

Ms Noemi Brazeau Belivau 

 

 Objectives 

The right species at the right place 

 

 Output 

1. Structured information for different ecological aspects found in the Mediterranean 

a. Give the database a structure : according to the local environmental conditions, and 

according to the different local use of trees 

b. Need to adapt the trees to the local climate 

c. Provision of goods and services 

2. Open but managed database: new species, new information, new pests and diseases 

a. A database that is moving in time 

3. Search engine and mobile application 

a. Decision making tool 

 

 Preparatory activities 

1. List of potential users and stakeholders 

2. Review of existing tools 

3. Consultation process to see if there is interest and what the needs are 

o Landscapes architects 

o Municipalities 

o Universities 

4. Letter attached to the proposal describing the need for a database 

 

 Project activities 

 List of the initial species (200-300) 

 Define the indicators 

 Define the architecture of the database 

o Online and mobile application 

 Develop the system and test the system with a demo 

 Gap analysis 

 Data collection and data validation 

 Consultation and testing with experts of the first outputs of the system 
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 Background: contribution to the SDGs 

 11: Make cities and humans settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 
 

o 11.6: By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita environmental impact of cities, including by 

paying special attention to air quality and municipal and other waste management 

o 11.7: By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, green and public 

spaces, in particular for women and children, older persons and persons with disabilities  

o 11.a: Support positive economic, social and environmental links between urban, per-

urban and rural areas by strengthening national and regional development planning 

 

 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of territorial ecosystems, sustainably 

manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt 

biodiversity loss 
 

o 15.2: By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of 

forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded forests and substantially increase 

afforestation and reforestation globally  

o 15.8: By 2020, introduce measures to prevent the introduction and significantly reduce 

the impact of invasive alien species on land and water ecosystems and control or 

eradicate the priority species  

 

 Management 

 Scientific committee is responsible for validating the information 

 IT consultant that will develop the database and the mobile application 

 Team responsible for the management of the database 

 

 Indicators: what indicators should we use? Need to find the indicators that can be used in 

the cities. Information: qualitative or quantitative? 

 Ecological indicators 

o Salinity (referring to soil or air) 

o Water irrigation 

o Soil characteristics 

 Management indicators 

o susceptibility to pests and diseases 

o genetic indicators 

 Esthetical indicators 

 Environmental benefits 

 Carbon storage 

 Potential problems for citizens (allergies, , toxicity of the species, biogenic emissions,) 

 

**Database of the urban forest ecosystem institute** 
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 Step 1: Which are the ecological characteristics of the trees that can be used in an urban 

context: 

 Resistance to frost 

 Resistance to drought 

 Which are the users of the tool? What are the categories of users and beneficiaries? 

 Other way around: for the sponsor, which kind of public is it interested to? 

 Different levels of details: give information to the public on the first level (educational tool 

for the people, using infographics or the best communicative tool,  

 2 profiles: technical and educational 

 More infographic possible, less narrative (because of different languages) 

 Access for the professionals to contribute to the database (social tool) 

 

USDA database 
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Annex IIIc 
 

Preliminary project proposal #3 
 

Title: Raising awareness and disseminating knowledge towards sustainable green cities 

Coordinator: Ms Anna Steidle 

Contributors: Mr Jose Castro, Mr Alberto Minelli, Ms Maria Beatrice Andreucci, Ms Michela 

Conigliaro 

 

 Objectives 

Identification, evaluation and dissemination of good practices of UPF in the Mediterranean region 

 

 Targets 

 Students 

 Practitioners 

 Policy makers 

 

 Activities 

1. Identification of existing guidelines for planning, design and management of UPF (both 

technical and policy levels) 
 

2. Collection and evaluation of relevant case studies (global level) [taking advantage also of the 

activity developed by the WG7] 
 

3. Identification and evaluation of the collected practices (good/bad)  
 

4. Evaluation of the applicability of those practices to the Mediterranean region [replicability 

and adaptation] 
 

5. Development of standards/best practices for the Med region 
 

6. Dissemination of standards and promotion of best practices 

 

 Expected outcomes 

 Collection of good and bad practices for the Med region 

 Development and implementation of CV for Summer schools 

 Development of papers reporting standards and good practices applicable to the Med region  

 Development of CV for decision makers 

 Organization of Conferences, round tables, workshops for policy makers and decision takers 

 

 Possible donors 

To be identified 
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 Contribution to the SDGs 

 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable[22] 
 

o 11.3: By 2030, enhance inclusive and sustainable urbanization and capacity for 

participatory, integrated and sustainable human settlement planning and management in 

all countries  

o 11.a: Support positive economic, social and environmental links between urban, per-urban 

and rural areas by strengthening national and regional development planning  

o 11.b: By 2020, substantially increase the number of cities and human settlements adopting 

and implementing integrated policies and plans towards inclusion, resource efficiency, 

mitigation and adaptation to climate change, resilience to disasters, and develop and 

implement, in line with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, 

holistic disaster risk management at all levels  

o 11.c: Support least developed countries, including through financial and technical 

assistance, in building sustainable and resilient buildings utilizing local materials  

 

 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably 

manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt 

biodiversity loss 


