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The Working Group on Urban and Peri-urban Forestry (WG7) was established by the Committee 

on Mediterranean Forestry Questions - Silva Mediterranea in the framework of its 21st session 

(Turkey, Antalya, 2-3 February 2012) with the mandate to develop an urban and peri-urban 

forestry networking strategy for the Mediterranean countries. Its role is to act as a neutral forum 

where nations can meet and develop agreements, as well as debate policy aspects on urban and 

peri-urban forestry issues.  

The objective of this III Workshop of the WG7 was to review the outcomes of the activities 

implemented during the last few months by the group (see next session).  The results of the 

event were later presented by the Secretariat during the COST-Action FP1204 meeting on 

“Mediterranean Urban forests for improving the environment and the quality of life in our cities” 

– that took place on 17-18 March in the framework of the IV Mediterranean Forests Week.  

A detailed Agenda of the event can be found in Annex I. A summary of the outcomes of the 

previous workshop can be found in Annex II. 

 

  

Background 
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The Workshop was opened by Mr Simone Borelli (Moderator) and Mr Fabio Salbitano 

(Coordinator of the Group) who, after a quick presentation of agenda, left the floor to 

participants for a brief introduction of their field of expertise and of their role within the group.  

Ms Michela Conigliaro then recalled the outcomes of the previous workshop and provided an 

overview of the state of the activities implemented by the group over the previous months. The 

focal points of each activity were later invited to provide further and more detailed information 

on the outcome of their work. Input on the activities was also provided by the whole group. A 

brainstorming session on possible financing opportunities, activities and modalities of 

involvement of the stakeholders was also held. Communication strategies to be implemented to 

enhance the visibility of the group were also discussed.  

The current Coordinators were reconfirmed unanimously and a third one was elected to better 

support the coordination work to be carried out over the next months by the Secretariat.  

 
  

Summary of the event 
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Presentation of the implemented activities: 

Activity #1: creation of a WG7 Workspace 

A dedicated workspace has been created under the FAO website to support the coordination of 

the work among members. Access to this platform will be given to all members directly involved 

in the implementation of the different activities carried out by the working group. Because of its 

relatively small capacity, this workspace should be used to store only documents currently under 

review and for which input from different members is required. 

 

Activity #2: promote the activity of the WG7 through the next issue of the Silva Mediterranea 

Newsletter  

Participants welcomed the proposal made by the Silva Mediterranea Secretariat to dedicate the 

next issue of the Silva Mediterranea Newsletter to highlight and promote the activities 

implemented by the WG7. The Secretariat will be responsible for drafting the document to later 

share its content (by end March) with the members of the WG for possible inputs and comments.  

 

Activity #3: Policy brief 

Coordinator: Ms Anna Chiesura + Secretariat of the WG7 

Product: the policy brief would be addressed to the different actors/stakeholders playing a key 

role in the region. The brief would consist in 5-6 pages document providing an overview of: the 

Mediterranean context and its peculiarity; the potential role of the urban and peri-urban forests 

in increasing cities’ sustainability in the region; the role of the WG in improving regional 

cooperation on adoption of a UPF approach in the region; relevant case studies reporting on 

successful implementations of UPF in the region.  

Way forward: a draft of the paper will be circulated among the group by end May 2015. 

 

Activity #4: Development of a database of case studies on UPF in the Mediterranean region via 

existing national/regional databases  

Coordinator: Secretariat of the WG7 (with inputs form all the members of the WG) 

Way forward: members will search for interesting case studies and examples of good practices 

on UPF in the Mediterranean region for their upload in a dedicated folder to be created in a 

common space (e.g. Dropbox). If possible, case studies should be structured as follows: 

 General information: name of the project; site of implementation; implementing 
body/institution; funding sources; duration of the project (from – to); link to the source of 
information  

 Objective and method: objective of the project/activity; expected outcomes; methodologies / 
tools / technologies implemented; links to articles / webpages / documents providing more 
detailed information on methods implemented. 

Main outcomes 
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 Key issues addressed: social, economic and environmental issues addressed  

 Results:  short-term outcomes of the project; long-term outcomes of the project 

 Current situation: should the project/process/practice have already formally ended, what 
information are available on its follow-up (if any)  

 Lessons learned: strengths and weaknesses of the project  

 Relevance and replicability: relevance of the project and potential replicability in different 
sites/contexts in the country/region 
 

Activity #5: Development of sets of indicators for the assessment of UPF in Mediterranean cities 

Participants confirmed the following general recommendations provided in the framework of the 

previous workshop of the group: 

 The identified indicators should be applicable to the whole Mediterranean region and not 

be country specific. 

 Both private and public green areas are to be considered. 

 Green accountability and economic benefits from the improvement of UPF should be 

highlighted and given relevance. 

 Work should be made consistent with the outcomes of strategies and activities 

implemented CBD (City Biodiversity Index), ICLEI, EU Commission, etc. on issues related to 

green infrastructure and urban sustainability.  

 Once a second draft of the indicators is available, it will be circulated among the members 

of the WG7 for inputs, revised, validated and finally made consistent. 

 Highlight the linkages between Green Infrastructure and Ecosystem Services provision. 

In addition, the following steps have been agreed towards the finalization of this activity: 

 Indicators should be drafted bearing in mind that they need to be: (i) simple and easily 

interpretable; (ii) referring to accessible data; (iii) measurable; (iv) multifunctional and 

applicable to a high number of Mediterranean cities as well as to large/medium/small cities.  

 The following have been suggested as reference for complementing and guiding the 

selection of the indicators: (i) the parameters applied for assigning the European Green 

Capital award (EU Commission) and; (ii) the outcomes of the COST Action TU0902 

“Integrated assessment technologies to support the sustainable development of urban 

areas”. 

 The common framework proposed by the Secretariat was confirmed. An additional column 

highlighting the linkages between the selected indicator and the related ecosystem services 

could be added.  

 Indicators allowing to assess the contribution of UPF in terms of ecosystem services 

(pollution decrease, energy saving, …) should be added. In this regard, allergies, pollution, 

pollens and related problems should be somehow included in the final set of indicators. 
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Also, inventories are a key reference for evaluating the status of species whose presence is 

indicator of good environmental quality. 

 The Secretariat will revise the different sets of indicators to provide reference coordinators 

with inputs towards their finalization. Once the revised drafts of the indicators are received, 

the Secretariat will merge them in the agreed common framework to later circulate the 

resulting draft among all the members of the WG7 for inputs and comments. 

 Once finalized, the indicators will be applied and tested in champion cities (ideally one city 

per country) for validation before being published. Suggested criteria for the selection of 

such cities are:  

- good knowledge of the city (by who will perform the assessment) 

- availability of data 

- good regional balance between small and big cities  

- avoiding selecting cities with too peculiar characteristics (e.g. Venice in Italy) 

 

 Possible synergies to take into consideration: INFORMED “INtegrated research on FOrest 

Resilience and Management in the mEDiterranean” is a three-year project which will begin 

in the next few months. The project will foster knowledge about the response of 

Mediterranean forests to global change, developing management tools to take into account 

the role and dynamics of forest biodiversity, especially at different ecological levels. Among 

the activities that will be implemented is the understanding of global change drivers, 

impacts and indicators on forest ecosystems base on a Mediterranean‐scale approach.  

The following draft sets of indicators where presented and discussed during the event: 

 Category: structural 

Coordinator: Mr Artur Gonçalves 

Collaborators: Mr Pedro Calaza-Martínez 

Comments and inputs: the proposed draft will be revised and refined according to the 

following comments and inputs from participants: 

 Mr Giovanni Sanesi: adapt the proposed minimum green spaces size threshold for 

calculating the accessibility to green spaces based on the average distance to be walked to 

reach them (2 ha – British standard value – is too high for application to the med context, 

characterized by smaller and more distributed green space areas);  

 Ms Rocìo Del Amo: need to agree on a common and shared definition of green space; 

highlight the need not to consider street trees as substitutes of green areas (different 

ecological, social and economic-related value); properly take into consideration the 

disadvantages from a wrong planning and design of street trees (dense canopy covers in 

small canyon streets could cause an increasing in air site pollution by decreasing the air 

flow – taking into consideration the size of the street and the traffic volume when 

applying the related number of street trees indicator could be a good way to have this 

factor properly reflected in the resulting assessment); consider also the potential of 

vertical green spaces in contributing to the urban GI.  

http://news.efi.int/newsletter/view/efimed-newsletter-september-2014/1770
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 Ms Elena Paoletti: the current indicator number of street trees could be split into two 

different indicators, number of street trees and street trees canopy cover. 

 

 Category: biological 

Coordinators: Ms Paloma Cariñanos/Ms Rocío Alonso del Amo 

Collaborators: Mr Christian Ioja,  Mr Meddour Rachid (University Mouloud Mammeri of Tzi  

Ouzou, Algeria), Ms Ana Paula Ramos and Ms Cristina Branquinho (Universidade de Lisboa, 

Portugal), Mr Francesco Ferrini (University of Florence, Italy). 

Comments and inputs: the proposed draft will be revised and refined according to the inputs 

and comments that will be sent by the Secretariat. 

 

 Category: policy 

Coordinator: Ms Esperanza Ayuga (presentation given by Ms Claudia García Ventura) 

Collaborators: Mr Álvaro Sánchez + Ms Silvija Krajter and Mr Erdoğan Atmiş  

Comments and inputs: the proposed draft will be revised and refined according to the 

following comments and inputs from participants: 

 Mr Giovanni Sanesi: the governance issue (involvement of citizens and local communities 

in the planning, design and management of urban spaces) is currently missing in the 

proposed draft; the difference between the two concepts of maintenance costs and 

investment seems to not be duly reported in the proposed set of indicators (the two 

concepts seem to be used as synonyms). 

 Mr Fabio Salbitano and Mr Giovanni Sanesi: be careful in taking the number of 

publications in a scientific journal as indicator of good performance with regard to UPF 

management. Too often the two are not related at all. 

 Ms Rocìo Del Amo: not only the number of campaigns but also the number of regulations 

related to the UPF should be included among the indicators. 

 Ms Silvija Krajter: possible indicators to be included: (i) how and at what level in the 

decision making process are citizens involved? (ii) is there any policy or legislation that 

allows citizens to actively participate in the decision processes? (iii) are green spaces 

included in (or affected by) other national/local policies?  

The following sets of indicators where not presented in detail because of the absence of the 

members who carried out the work (additionally, with regard to socio-cultural and economics 

sets of indicators no progress had been done). In spite of this, the following general 

recommendations towards the finalization of those sets were provided by participants:  

 Category: ecological 

Coordinator: Ms Concepción González García 

Comments and inputs: important to address the following issues: soil health and 

permeability; water/green interactions; pollution; … 

 

 Category: socio-cultural 

Coordinator: Mr Moshe Sahler 



Silva Mediterranea Working Group on Urban and peri-urban forestry (WG7) – III Workshop 

   

 

Collaborators: Mr Erdoğan Atmiş and Ms Silvija Krajter  

Comments and inputs: need to complement the list; focus should be not only on social but 

also on cultural (i.e. socio-cultural) indicators (e.g. training, learning, etc.); consider that 

closeness/proximity is one of the factors determining green areas’ accessibility degree. 

 

 Category: economic 

Coordinator: Ms Samira Benamar 

Comments and inputs: include a cost-benefits analysis (investment/returns); integrate the list 

by including indicators aimed to measure UPF economic benefits related to human health, 

well-being, and energy saving related to health, urban management and so on. 

 

Activity #5: Scientific paper providing an overview of the state of UPF related research fields in 

the Mediterranean region 

Coordinator: Mr Fabio Salbitano and Ms Silvija Krajter 

Comments and inputs:  the development of the scientific review paper is still at an early stage. 

An online search on Scopus based on 7 keywords (urban forest, urban woodlands, green space,  

periurban forest, urban tree, urban green area, green infrastructure) allowed to collect about 400 

papers dealing with the UPF issue in the Mediterranean region. The second set of keywords will 

include additional 4 keywords (urban landscape, urban parks, historical parks, urban ecology). 

Silvija Krajter suggested that we should include also key words ‘policy’ and ‘governance’ even 

though we are aware that it would probably not give us much information. However, reviews of 

the paper might pose that question. The preliminary scanning of papers retrieved from SCOPUS 

shows the low number of papers in high impact journals, while vast majority of papers have been 

published in national/local lower impact journals. Once a selection of the papers already 

collected will be done, a second round of search focusing on the grey literature available online 

would be carried out; modality, objective and deadlines for this collection will be agreed by the 

coordinators and shared with the members by end April. Mr Artur Gonçalves and Mr Andrej 

Verlič gave their availability to support the collection by providing some relevant studies on the 

issue conducted in their countries. A first draft of the paper will be circulated among the group as 

soon as it is ready (possibly end-June). 

 

Activity #6: Survey of the types of UPF/GI (elements and spaces) implemented and in the region  

Coordinator: Mr Fabio Salbitano 

Comments and inputs: a valuable proposal for the classification of Mediterranean green spaces 

typologies can only be developed once a sufficient number of case studies from the region will be 

collected and the indicators applied. A remote sensing approach could help in providing basic 

information for implementing this survey.    

 

Activity #7: Submission of a project proposal to MAVA foundation  

Coordinator: Secretariat of the WG  
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Comments and inputs: participants welcomed the proposal made by the Secretariat to draft a 

project proposal to be submitted to MAVA foundation. The key topic around which the proposal 

would be drafted is “ancient forests”, referring to all forests older than 200 years, whose cultural 

value has ancient roots and whose presence deeply characterizes the surrounding landscape (e.g. 

the Alhambra urban forest in Granada, Spain). The following recommendations have been 

flagged by participants: 

 

 The proposal should not come directly from FAO but rather be submitted by a group of 

institutions external to the UN circuit (e.g. NGOs). A consortium of institutions could also be 

created for this purpose; among those institutions, a reference coordinator responsible for 

managing the budget and coordinating the work with the partners should be identified. 

 The proposal should be a well-written and attractive 2-3 pages document.  

 Once a positive response from MAVA is received, a maximum of 2-3 months will be needed 

for designing the project. It was understood that MAVA itself could in fact provide an expert 

for assisting win the implementation of this task. 

 

Deadlines: 

By early-May the Secretariat of the WG will agree with the members on a feasible timeframe for 

the implementation/finalization of the above mentioned activities.  

 

Information exchange and documents sharing between the members of the WG7: 

 Skype conferences will be planned for coordination of the work.  

 Should it not be possible to organize the second meeting of the WG in six months’ time, it 

could be proposed to held the event as a webinar (Adobe connect).  

 The creation of a common space for sharing relevant information (e.g. funding opportunities) 

among the group has been proposed by participants. Concrete proposal on social network or 

other tools that could support this sharing is most welcome. 

 

Calls and funding opportunities: 

 Horizon 2020 (link) 

 COST-Action 

 Bilateral donors 

 Twin programmes 

 Regional level funds for international activities (link) 

 ENPI programme on UPF in the Mediterranean Region (link) 

 MED PROGRAMME: http://www.programmemed.eu/ 

 MAVA Foundation: consider submission of a project proposal from NGOs (link) 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/
http://europa.eu/about-eu/funding-grants/index_en.htm
http://www.enpicbcmed.eu/programme
http://www.programmemed.eu/
http://en.mava-foundation.org/
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Next relevant events: 

 IUFRO NICE 2015 "Global Challenges of Air Pollution and Climate Change to Forests" and 

GreenInUrbs COST Action (1-5 June 2015, Nice, France): the 27th international biennial 

conference of the IUFRO Research Group 7.01 “Impacts of Air Pollution and Climate Change 

on Forest Ecosystems” entitled “Global Challenges of Air Pollution and Climate Change to 

Forests” will be held in Nice on June 2-5, 2015. The back-to-back Working Group COST Action 

“GreenInUrbs” will be held on June 1-2. 

 EFUF 2015 “Connecting the Street Tree to the Forest – Strengthening Nature for Urban 

Living” (9-13 June 2015, Brussels, Belgium): Information on the event available at the link.   

 

 World Forestry Congress (7-11 September 2015, Durban, South-Africa): A pavilion on 

Mediterranean forests and a side event will be organized in the framework of the event. 

Consider participation of the WG7 in the event. Deadline for submission of abstracts: 15 

December 2015 (more information available on the webpage of the event). 

 

 Agriculture in an Urbanizing Society Conference (14-17 September 2015, Rome, Italy): 

Instructions for submission of abstracts are available at this link. Deadline: 31st March 2015 

 

 IUFRO Landscape Ecology Conference (23-30 August 2015, Tartu, Estonia) 

 

 EFUF 2016 (first week of June 2016, Ljubljana, Slovenia) 

 

Next meeting of the group: 

Proposal venues for the organization of the next meeting of the group: 

 

- Milan (Italy) in the framework of EXPO 2015; 

- Rome (Italy), hosted by FAO; 

 

Should any of the members have further possible venue to propose, please do not hesitate to let 

us know. Should we not be able to find any suitable venue for the event, we could consider 

holding the meeting through Adobe connect (webinar meeting) as last option. 

  

Coordinators of the Secretariat:  

The two coordinators confirmed in the framework of the previous workshop (namely Mr Fabio 

Salbitano and Ms Samira Benamar) were confirmed unanimously. An additional coordinator has 

been elected to support the work of the Secretariat over the next months: Ms Silvija Krajter. We 

are currently waiting for confirmation of availability from Ms Samira Benamar to continue acting 

as coordinator of the group (she was not present at the workshop). 

  

http://efuf2015.org/
http://www.fao.org/forestry/wfc/87584/en/
http://www.agricultureinanurbanizingsociety.com/?cat=13.
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The following participants attended the workshop:  

 

 Mr Fabio Salbitano, Italy (Coordinator of the group) 

 Mr Simone Borelli, Italy (FAO)  

 Ms Michela Conigliaro, Italy (FAO)  

 Ms Valentina Garavaglia, Italy (FAO)  

 Mr Giovanni Sanesi, Italy  

 Ms Francesca Ugolini, Italy  

 Ms Elena Paoletti, Italy 

 Mr Enrico Calvo, Italy  

 Mr Damiano Cilio, Italy 

 Ms Silvija Krajter Ostoić, Croatia  

 Ms Paloma Cariñanos, Spain  

 Ms Esperanza Ayuga Téllez, Spain  

 Mr Álvaro Sánchez de Medina Garrido, Spain  

 Ms Rocio Alonso del Amo, Spain  

 Mr Pedro José Calaza Martínez, Spain  

 Mr Artur Jorge De Jesus Gonçalves, Portugal  

 Mr David Pearlmutter, Israel  

 Mr Serhun Sağlam, Turkey  

 Mr Erdoğan Atmiş, Turkey  

 Mr Abdelhamid Khaldi, Tunisia  

 Mr Andrej Verlič, Slovenia  

 Ms Shaimaa Mousa Mohamed Hussein, Egypt  

 
  

Attendees 
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ANNEX I 
 

Agenda of the event  

 
  14.00-14.15:  Registration of participants 

14.15-14.30:  Introduction to the workshop 

 Welcome speech  

 Presentation of agenda and participants 

14.30-14.45:  Recalling outcomes from the previous Workshop of the WG7 (Rome, November 2014) 

14.45-16.45:  Reporting on the state of the art of the activities implemented over the last months 

 Creation of a Workspace 

 Newsletter 

 Indicators  

 Scientific paper  

 

16.45-17.00: Coffee break  

17.00-17.30:  WG7 in the framework of the IV Mediterranean Forest Week  

 Presentation of the activities implemented by WG7 in the framework of the meeting 

of the COST Action FP1204 (17th-18th March 2015) 

17.30-18.30: Readdressing actions and priorities: emerging issues and way forward  

18.30-19.00:  Next steps and closure of the meeting 

 Proposal and discussion of possible funding opportunities 

 Election Coordinators of the WG7  

 Collection of case studies  

 Policy brief  

 Project proposal to MAVA Foundation 

 Survey  
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ANNEX II 
 

Recalling the outcomes of the previous Workshop  

(17 November 2014, Rome, Italy) 

 
 Activities 

 Development of sets of indicators for the assessment of UPF in Mediterranean cities: The 

lists of indicators presented in the framework of the workshop are to be considered as very 

preliminary drafts. The expected final product would be a database of indicators.  

 

 Development of a database of case studies on UPF in the Mediterranean region via existing 

national/regional databases: members will search for interesting case studies and examples 

of good practices on UPF in the Mediterranean region for their upload in a dedicated folder to 

be created in a common workspace. For each case study, a short summary reporting the main 

points of the project will be uploaded in the dedicated folder. 

 

 Survey of the types of UPF/GI (elements and spaces) implemented and in the region: as a 

first step, an analysis will be conducted at national level to assess the different typologies of 

green systems available in Mediterranean cities.  

 

 Finalization of a “position paper” on research and development of UPF/GI issues in the 

Mediterranean: the aim of the paper should be clearly defined/stated. Policy Brief addressed 

to mayors and consisting in a short and clear message promoting UPF  

 

 Collection of information the state of the art of UPF at national level: members are kindly 

invited to compile the questionnaire (ppt format) available on the WG7 webpage and to send 

it back to the coordinators of the Secretariat. The questionnaires received will be uploaded on 

the webpage. Later on, anyone wishing to contribute to their update/revision can download 

them, make the needed changes/integration and send their feedbacks back to the 

coordinators of the Secretariat. Information collected will be useful for compiling the update 

of the State of UPF in the Mediterranean region (SoMF 2017). 

 

 Communication strategy 

 Focus the 2015 first Silva Mediterranea newsletter on the activities of WG7 

 Scientific paper on UPF in the Mediterranean region (to raise awareness on the issue) 

 Policy brief 

 State of UPF in the Mediterranean Region in State of Mediterranean Forests  2017-2018   

 Explore the possibility of creating a database of pictures on UPF theme (e.g. Flickr) 
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 Information exchange and documents sharing between the members 

Skype conferences will be planned for coordination of the work. The creation of a dedicated 

workspace has also been proposed by the Group.  

 

 WG7 in the framework of next relevant events: 

 IV Mediterranean Forest Week (17-20 March 2015, Barcelona, Spain): a 1 and a half day side 

event will be organized jointly with the COST-Action FP1204 (Green Infrastructures) 

 World Forestry Congress (7-11 September 2015, Durban, South-Africa): a pavilion on 

Mediterranean forests and a side event will be organized in the framework of the event 

 IUFRO Landscape Ecology Conference (23-30 August 2015, Tartu, Estonia) 

 

 Fund raising strategy for the WG7: 

 Policy brief: to push for new opportunities in the EU context for calls after 2015. 

 IV Mediterranean Forest Week as opportunity for promoting WG7 and integrate the network  

 Consider organizing a workshop with representatives of about 10 big Mediterranean cities. 

 

 Calls and funding opportunities: 

Members are kindly invited to share relevant information on possible funding opportunities and 

calls with the Secretariat and the other members of the WG. 

 

 Next meeting of the group: 

The next meeting of the WG7 could be held in the framework of the IV Mediterranean Forests 

Week (17-20 March 2015, Barcelona, Spain).  

 

 Coordinators of the Secretariat:  

The two coordinators elected in the framework of the Launching Workshop of the WG7 (namely 

Mr Fabio Salbitano and Ms Samira Benamar) were confirmed unanimously.  

 


