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The WG7 was established by the Committee on Mediterranean Forestry Questions - Silva Mediterranea in 

the framework of its 21st session (Turkey, Antalya, 2-3 February 2012) with the mandate to develop an 

urban and peri-urban forestry networking strategy for the Mediterranean countries. Its role would be that 

of acting as a neutral forum where nations could meet and develop agreements, as well as debate policy 

aspects on the urban and peri-urban forestry (hereinafter UPF) issue. During the first two years of its 

mandate (2012-2013), the WG7 was led by a provisional Secretariat coordinated by Italy (in the persons of 

Fabio Salbitano and Giovanni Sanesi) and Turkey (in the persons of Serhun Sağlam and Sami Baycelebi), 

with the support of the FAO Forestry Department’s urban and peri-urban programme.  

The work of the Secretariat over the first biennium of its mandate mainly focused on establishing a regional 

network on UPF and on raising awareness on the  need to build a common vision and strategy for 

implementation of UPF in the region. The many networking and promotion activities conducted resulted in 

an increasing interest and involvement of many Mediterranean countries in the urban and peri-urban 

forestry issue. Fifteen countries in the region (namely Spain, Portugal, France, Italy, Malta, Slovenia, 

Croatia, Greece, Turkey, Israel, Morocco, Tunisia, Romania, Bulgaria, Algeria) have already expressed their 

willingness in becoming active members of the WG7 and many more, over the last months, have been 

flagging their interest in getting actively involved. In the light of this, and under express request of the 

countries, a first launching workshop of the group was organized and held in May this year. The event 

(hosted by the University of Granada, Spain, on the 22nd and 23rd of May 2014) aimed to bring together 

relevant experts, researchers and institutions dealing with the UPF issue to debate on how to develop an 

active and efficient regional network and implement regional activities and project promoting cooperation 

within the region. As per a agenda (Annex I) the event focused on the following issues: 

 Introduction of the members of the Working Group; 

 Presentation of the outcomes of the activities developed by the Provisional Secretariat in 2012-2013; 

 Discussion of the key points of the Concept note proposal drafted by the Secretariat; 

 Discussion of the State of the Art of UPF in the Mediterranean region (presentation by each 

participants  of the state of the UPF in their own country; 

 Agreement on a medium term programme of the WG7 for the next biennium of activity (2014-2016); 

 Draft of a roadmap towards the next meeting of the Group; 

 Election of the new two Coordinators of the WG7 to lead the Secretariat until the next meeting. 

Background 
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The following participants attended the workshop:  

 

1. Mr Fabio Salbitano – Italy, University of Florence (provisional WG7 Secretariat) 

2. Mr Giovanni Sanesi – Italy, University of Bari (provisional WG7 Secretariat) 

3. Ms Michela Conigliaro – FAO, Forestry Department (WG7 Secretariat) 

4. Ms Paloma Cariñanos – Spain, University of Granada  

5. Mr Manuel Casares – Spain, University of Granada 

6. Mr Ignacio Morón – Spain, Forest and landscape engineer 

7. Ms Samira Benamar –  Morocco, Haut Commissariat aux Eaux et Forêts et à la Lutte Contre la 

Désertification 

8. Mr Michael Weinberger – Israel, Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael, Jewish National Fund (KKL)  

9. Mr Artur Gonçalves – Portugal, Instituto Politécnico de Bragança (Portugal) 

10. Ms Esperanza Ayuga Tellez –  Spain, Universidad Politécnica de Madrid 

11. Ms Carmen Galan Soldevilla  –  Spain, University of Córdoba 

12. Mr Cristiano Adinolfi – Italy, University of Granada 

13. Ms Isabel Delgado – Spain, Universidad Politécnica de Madrid 

14. Ms Rocio Alonso del Amo – Spain, Centre for Energy, Environment and Technology (CIEMAT) 

 

The following experts (unable to participate) sent their feedbacks with regard to the concept note proposal 

and to the state of UPF in their own country: 

 

- Ms Silvija Krajter OstoiÄ, Croatian Forest Research Institute (Croazia) 

- Ms Anna Chiesura, Ispra ambiente (Italy) 

- Ms Francesca Ugolini, CNR (Italy) 

- Mr Cristian Ioja, University of Bucharest (Romania) 

- Mr Enrico Calvo, ERSAF Lombardy (Italy) 

- Pedro Calaza, Spain 

- Isabel Iglesias , Spain 

 

  

Attendees 
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1st day of the meeting: 

After the opening speech given by Paloma Cariñanos (University of Granada, hosting institution), Ms 

Michela Conigliaro (FAO) and Mr Fabio Salbitano (Coordinator of the Secretariat) provided a brief overview 

of the Working Group with regard to its mandate and role in the framework of the Silva Mediterranea. 

After a brief presentation given by Mr Fabio Salbitano on the outcomes of the preliminary State of UPF in 

the Mediterranean region, participants were given the floor to present a detailed picture of the State of the 

UPF in their own countries (based on a questionnaire they were sent one week before the meeting) with 

regard to national and local policy, strategies, activities and implementation opportunities related to UPF. 

Such presentations paved the way toward a round table session aimed to reach a common understanding 

on vision and priorities to be addressed by the WG7 over the next biennium of activity. The following points 

have been raised by the group and identified as priorities:  

 identifying common regional indicators suitable for assessing urban and peri-urban forests/forestry in 

Mediterranean cities. Morocco would be providing guidance in this process, thanks to the experience 

already done by the country in the identification of key UPF indicators at national level. 

 promoting the change of approach in the governance and management of cities based on a vision that 

considers the urban environment as a living and dynamic ecosystem (ecological structure of a city). 

 promoting conservation and restoration at habitat level, not only at species level. Maintenance and 

restoration of the natural functions of the habitats is crucial to conserve the biodiversity on a long-term 

scale. 

 promoting and supporting the involvement of communities and civil society in the active design, 

planning and management of urban green infrastructure. 

 providing evidence of the contribution of urban forests and green to the economy of cities (green 

infrastructure as an investment and not just as an expense). 

 promoting the importance of the urban forest and green in preserving the cultural value of landscapes. 

 promoting a UPF approach based on the recognition of the biological and ecological importance of the 

native and spontaneous species. 

 addressing the issue of UPF/fire risk management (as potentially urban and peri-urban forests are 

more exposed to fire risk due to their proximity to cities, human, fire factors) as a common challenge 

most Mediterranean countries have to deal with.  

 strengthening the partnership between rural and urban communities under a city-region approach 

considering the relevant contribution of peri-urban areas to the economic, social and environmental 

sustainability in urban environments. 

 highlighting the contribution of UPF and GI in providing ecosystem services and goods to the 

communities, among which the increase of communities’ health and well-being and the, consequent 

decrease of public health’s costs.  

 underlining the crucial relevance of the ecosystem services provided by trees and green in terms of 

increase in  air and water quality. 

 address the issue compact/spread cities with regard to their contribution to increase the urban 

environmental sustainability. 

 integrating activities, data, approaches, information from the different disciplines and sectors dealing 

with the UPF and GI issues. 

  

Outcomes of the workshop 
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2nd day of the meeting: 

On the second day of the meeting, the discussion focused on the revision and finalization of the draft 

concept note prepared by the Secretariat.  A presentation of the key points of the document was given by 

Michela Conigliaro and a brainstorming on possible financing opportunities, activities and modalities of 

involvement of the stakeholders was later held. It was agreed that the sessions 9 to 13 of the document will 

be implemented once funding opportunities will have been identified. In the meantime, the document will 

be revised according to the inputs provided by participants and to the below points:  

 VISION: the activity of the group should not be addressed only to the promotion and implementation 

of the urban forest issue (in the strict sense of the term) but rather look at the whole system of trees 

and green spaces found in and around urban areas (the so called green infrastructure, hereinafter GI). 

The term urban forest will be thus replaced, either integrated,  by the more comprehensive term green 

infrastructures and urban forests. Amendments to the concept note proposal will be done accordingly. 

 

 ACTIVITIES: the following activities have been proposed and agreed for implementation over the next 

months:  

 

o Survey of the types of UPF/GI (elements and spaces) implemented and in the region 

 

o Development of indicators for the assessment of UPF in Mediterranean cities 

 

o Development of a database of case studies on UPF in the Mediterranean region via existing 

national/regional databases 

 

o Finalization of a “position paper” on research and development of UPF/GI issues in the Mediterranean 

countries 

 

o Assessment of urban and peri-urban forests resources in «champion cities» 

 

o Adaptation of the UPF global voluntary guidelines to the Mediterranean region 

 

After the above discussion, the Group was invited to identify suitable dates and venues for the following 

meeting, expected to be held by end of the year. Finally, participants elected (1 country = 1 vote) the two 

new coordinators of Secretariat who would take the lead of the Group at least until the next meeting. 

 
  



Silva Mediterranea Working Group on Urban and peri-urban forestry (WG7) – Launching Workshop 

 

 
 

 

 Term of office of the coordinators elected for the Secretariat:  

The coordinators will be confirmed or replaced on occasion of the official meetings held by the WG7. It has 

been agreed that, from now on, the WG7 will meet twice a year, trying to organize its meetings in the 

framework of international events related to the topic in order to facilitate the participation of the 

interested experts. 

 

 Coordinators of the Secretariat:  

The two countries elected for coordinating the WG7 are Italy (focal point Mr Fabio Salbitano, University of 

Florence) and Morocco (focal point Ms Samira Benamar, Haut Commissariat aux Eaux et Forêts et à la Lutte 

Contre la Désertification). Coordinators will be responsible for coordinating the exchange of information, 

data and inputs between the members countries. 

 

 Next meeting of the group: 

Suitable dates and venues for the next meeting would be September 2014 (Global Change Research 

Symposium, 16-18 September 2014, Bari, Italy) or October 2014 (COST FP1204 meeting, Jerusalem, Israel). 

It was also agreed that the meeting after (2015) could be held in the framework of the next Mediterranean 

Forests Week (17-20 March 2015, Spain). On this occasion the Group could also held a side event 

presenting the work conducted during the first years of activity.  

 

 From participants to institutions: 

The following participants have confirmed a commitment from their institution: 

o Mr Fabio Salbitano – University of Florence (Italy) 

o Mr Giovanni Sanesi – University of Bari (Italy) 

o Ms Paloma Cariñanos and Mr Manuel Casares– University of Granada (Spain) 

o Ms Samira Benamar –  Haut Commissariat aux Eaux et Forêts et à la Lutte Contre la Désertification 

(Morocco) 

o Mr Michael Weinberger – Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael Jewish National Fund KKL (Israel) 

o Mr Artur Gonçalves – Instituto Politécnico de Bragança (Portugal) 

o Ms Esperanza Ayuga Tellez –  Universidad Politécnica de Madrid (Spain)  

 

 Promotion of the WG: 

Participants committed to promote the WG7 with the aim of involving new partners and expanding the  

network.   

 

 Funding opportunities: 

Members will support the Secretariat in identifying possible funding opportunities, such as: 

o Bilateral cooperations (ex. Italy-Israel): only two countries 

o INTERREG programme /Foundations: potentially the whole region 

o COST Actions/TCP programme: specific, only some countries can benefit 

o EDA-NET: to be explored 

o LIFE+ 

 

Conclusions  
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 Involvement of other institutions and focal points: 

The following experts and institutions have already expressed their interest in participating in the WG7 and 

are expected to actively contribute to the development of the activities planned towards the next meeting 

of the group: 

 

TURKEY:   Yavuz Güloğlu (Kastamonu University) 

 

ALGERIA:  Ali Asmani and  Rachid Meddour (Université Mouloud MAMMERI Tizi-Ouzou) 

 

PORTUGAL:  Ana Paula Ramos and Cristina Branquinho (University of Lisbon) 

   Manuel Feliciano  

 

GREECE:   Pelagia Zoi Koukioumi 

   Theano S. Terkenli (University of the Aegean University Hill Mitiline) 

 

SLOVENIA:  Andrej Verlič   

   Marten de Groot 

   Janez Pirnat (University of Ljubljana) 

 

ITALY:   Anna Chiesura (Ispra Ambiente) 

   Francesco Ferrini (University of Florence) 

Giacomo Gerosa (Universitá Cattolica del Sacro Cuore) 

Paolo Semenzato  

 

ROMANIA:  Corina Basnou (CREAF) 

   Cristian Ioja (University of Bucarest) 

 

FRANCE:   Plan Bleu 

   Yves Jolivet (Université de Lorraine) 

 

ISRAEL:   David Pearlmutter 

 

CROATIA:  Miljenko Županić and  Silvija Krajter Ostoić (Croatian Forest Research Institute) 

 

SPAIN:   Mercedes Sanchez (University of Navarra) 

   Pedro Calaza Martínez (MALVECIN) 

 

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA:  Mersudin Avdibegovic (University of Sarajevo) 
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 Roadmap up to September 2014: 

The WG7 agreed on dedicating the next four months to the following activities: 

 

o Survey on the typology of UPF/GI elements and spaces in use in the countries of the region = Mr Artur 

Gonçalves – Portugal 

 

o Development of indicators for the assessment of UPF in Mediterranean cities.  The group will start the 

work of development of a set of indicators for evaluating the state of UPF in the Mediterranean 

region. For each category of indicators identified by the group, a  reference person has been 

nominated as responsible for finalization of its first draft: 

 

- social (activities implemented, community involvement,...) = Mr Michael Weinberger  - Israel 

- economic (economic ratio-value) = Ms Samira Benamar - Morocco 

- structural (special analysis on urban structure/green spaces) = Mr Artur Gonçalves - Portugal 

- biological  (contribution to biodiv. protection) = Ms Paloma Cariñanos/Rocio Alonso - Spain 

- ecological (contribution to maintenance of ecological processes) = Ms Isabel Delgado - Spain 

- policy  (communications, money invested, initiatives developed) = Ms Esperanza Ayuga - Spain 

 

A collaboration with GRC Ispra will be implemented in order to take advantage of the work already 

conducted by this institution with regard to the identification of suitable indicators for the UPF 

assessment. Also, a preliminary list of indicators preliminarily drafted by the Secretariat and included 

in the draft concept note will be shared with participants and proposed as a reference (population 

density of the urban area; green space per urban resident; the area of green space and urban and peri-

urban forests as a proportion of the total urban area; the number of trees - both public and private; 

the urban form and structure of the city; the coefficient of permeability; plant biodiversity; the 

average distance between green spaces and built-up areas; the extent of the wild land distance 

between green spaces and built-up areas; the extent of the area and the total area of the private land 

lots). All the members of the WG7 are invited to collaborate to the implementation of this work by 

coordinating  with the reference person of that specific group/groups of indicators to which a member 

wish to contribute.  

 

o Development of a database of case studies on UPF in the Mediterranean region via existing 

national/regional databases. Coordination and  structure to be defined. 

 

o Finalization of a “position paper” on research and development of UPF/GI issues in the Mediterranean 

countries. 

 

 Coordination of the efforts 

Skype conferences will be planned for coordination of the work. The Secretariat will be responsible for 

collecting the resulting drafts and compiling a final document. A first draft of the indicators is expected to 

be presented for discussion in the framework of the next meeting of the group (September 2014).  

 

  

Follow-up  
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Annex I 

 

Agenda of the workshop 

Venue: Corrala de Santiago, University of Granada, Granada, Spain 

Date: 22-23 May 2014 
 

DAY 1:  

9.30-10.00: Introduction to the workshop 

 Presentation of agenda, objectives and modality of work of the Working Group  

 Introduction of participants 

 Presentation of the activities developed by the Working Group Secretariat in 2012-2013  

10.00-11.00: Overview on the State of UPF in the Med region (1) 

 State of Mediterranean Forest 2013: State of Urban and peri-urban Forestry in the region  

 Presentation by participants on the State of Urban and peri-urban Forestry in their countries 

11.00-11.30: Coffee Break 

11.30-13.00: Overview on the State of UPF in the Med region (2): continuing presentations 

13.30-15.00: Lunch 

15.00-15.15: “Voluntary Global Guidelines for policy and decision-making promoting UPF” by FAO 

Presentation of the draft document and discussion of  a possible adaptation to the Med context 

15.00-16.30: Concept note (1): Presentation and discussion of the key points of the Concept note proposal 

drafted by the Secretariat and integrated with the inputs received from the participants before the workshop 

16.30-16.45: Coffee break 

16.45-18.00: Concept note (2): continuing discussion  
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DAY 2:  

9.00-9.15:   Summary of previous day’s outcomes 

9.15-11.00:  Round table  

 Discuss and agree on a medium term programme of the Working Group 

 Plan concrete activities and projects for the next biennium 

 Propose and discuss possible funding opportunities 

11.00-11.30: Coffee Break 

11.30-13.00: Finalization of: 

 Concept note  

 Roadmap agreed by the countries 

 Plan of work of the WG for the biennium 2014-2016 

 

13.00-13.30: Elections 

 New two Coordinators of the WG (one from the North and one from the South of the Med region) to lead 

the Secretariat of group 

 Candidatures to host a 2nd meeting of the WG, to be held by end of 2014  

13.30-15.00: Lunch 

 


