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FAO ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SUSTAINABLE FOREST-BASED INDUSTRIES (ACSFI) 

Fifty-seventh Session - Sydney Australia – July 5th, 2016 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY REPORT 

 

 
1. Organizers: Host: Australian Forest Products Association 

Technical content: FAO Forestry Department 
 

2. ACSFI Secretary: Eva Muller, Director, Forestry Policy and Resources Division representing Peter 
Csoka, ACSFI Secretary a.i. 

 
3. Participants: The list of participants is attached as Annex 1. Thirteeen members attended the 

meeting. Derek Nighbor and Shobhan Mittal were welcomed as new members and Bernard de 
Galambert was endorsed as new member during the session. 

 
4. Objectives: The work of the ACSFI contributes to the delivery of the FAO forestry work 

programme under strategic objectives 2, 3 and 4 (SO2, SO3, SO4). The meeting provided guidance 
on work streams related to bio-based packaging; zero deforestation initiatives; forest products 
statistics; support to the implementation of the SDGs and the Paris Agreement and the FAO 
programme of work and budget 2016-17 and for the medium term plan 2018-21. 

 
5. Outcomes: 
 

5.1 Opening session 
 

The ACSFI Chair, Mr. David Rhodes acknowledged members and guests and welcomed new members. 
He highlighted the cross-fertilization between the ICFPA and the ACSFI but also pointed out the 
differences between both. 
 
Mr. Derek Nighbor (FPAC) and Mr. Shobhan Mittal (Greenply) introduced themselves as new members 
and expressed their interest in being part of the ACSFI and engaging with FAO. 
 
The FAO Director for forest policy and resources, Ms. Eva Muller, welcomed participants on behalf of 
FAO and highlighted the timeliness of the meeting in view of recent global developments, including: 
- The new vision on forests and forestry 2050 coming out of the World Forestry Congress (focusing on 

forests’ contributions to livelihoods, climate change mitigation and adaptation and landscape 
management) 

- The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the important contributions forests can make 
(including a commitment by countries to halt deforestation by 2020) 

- UNFCCC COP-21, where countries made important commitments on mitigating and adapting to 
climate change (forests and land use change are significant part of countries’ INDCs). 

Ms. Muller suggested to use the meeting as an opportunity to reflect on the role of the global forest 
industry in these new developments and context. 
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Mr. Greg Mc Cormack, Chair of the Australian Forests Products Association, welcomed participants to 
Australia and presented the social environment in which the Australian forest-based industry operates 
and the rebirth of the industry focusing on innovation, political engagement and dialogue.  

 
5.2 Organizational Matters  

 
The meeting agenda was approved. In view of the significant number of common members between 
ICFPA and ACSFI, the Chair pointed out that ACSFI members act as experts and not as representatives of 
the companies of associations. He explained the rules for ACSFI participation and stated that before the 
end of the year there will be a call for confirmation of interests of members. Mr. Rhodes paid tribute to 
the valuable contributions by former members, referring to Marco Mensink, David Lindsay and Jukka 
Tissari. He also thanked Mr. Peter Csoka, the Secretary a.i., for his valuable support to the organization 
of the meeting. ACSFI members endorsed Mr. Bernard de Galembert (CEPI) as a new member. 

 
5.3 Keynote presentations from the region  

 
Mr. Ric Sinclair, CEO of Forests and Wood Products Australia (FWPA) presented the concept of “social 
license” in the Australian Forest Sector (illegal legal credible  trusted loved) and the work 
done on raising awareness and changing public perception of forests and forest industries. He noted 
that a potential way to promote the industry is by reinforcing the visibility of wood products as 
renewable materials and as carbon stocks. FWPA has invested in this approach and campaigns have 
shown positive results on public awareness. He cited as one example the change in the Australian 
building code which now allows for taller buildings made of wood. 
 
Mr. Dennis Neilson, founder of DANA Limited, a New Zealand based consulting business covering a 
number of fields, presented his perspective of the social history of New Zealand and how it affects the 
current forest-based industry. 
 

5.4 FAO report on Implementation of ACSFI 56th recommendations 
 

Deforestation-free: Eva Muller presented a paper prepared by FAO consultant Till Neef on “Zero 
deforestation initiatives and their impacts on commodity supply chains”. It was generally agreed that 
one of the biggest challenges is the multitude of existing terms and concepts which have different 
implications for zero-deforestation commitments. The most commonly used concept seems to be 
“zero net deforestation”, however, even this concept lacks clarity. The key issue is (a) to define 
acceptable deforestation and (b) who should define it. FAO was requested to conduct a more in-
depth analysis of this concept including its implications for the forest industry.  
 
Bio-based packaging: Members took note of the paper on “Bio-based food packaging in sustainable 
development” prepared by FAO and appreciated the content, which focuses on the environmental 
impacts of conventional plastic-based food packaging and the challenges and opportunities of bio-
based alternatives, especially those based on wood fibre. Members recommended to further 
consolidate the paper by shortening it and further developing its key messages. 
 
Biotechnology:  Ms. Muller reported that FAO, at the corporate level, has started taking a lead in the 
global discussion on biotechnology, through the organization of a Symposium on this topic, which 
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took place at FAO HQ in February 2017. Elizabeth de Carvalhaes, who attended the Symposium, 
reported on its discussions and outcomes. The next step by FAO will be to bring the subject to the 
regions by organizing a series of regional events. ACSFI members endorsed FAO’s initiative and 
encouraged FAO to provide further guidance based on the regional feedback.   
 
Forest products statistics: In addition to the publication of the forest products statistics yearbook, 
other related statistical publications and capacity building activities, FAO is also engaged in new 
activities, including the development of guidelines to collect forest product statistics and of a 
woodfuel module for national household surveys. Furthermore, Ms. Muller informed that the 
following proposals for creating/amending many codes for wood products to the following agencies, 
submitted by FAO (ESS, FI) and partner agencies (Eurostat, ITTO and UNECE) in 2012 have been 
accepted by WCO and UNSD: 
• UN Statistics Division (UNSD) – to amend the Central Product Classification Ver. 2.1 (CPC Ver.2.1) 
• World Customs Organization (WCO) – to amend Harmonized System nomenclature 2017 (HS2017) 
Members acknowledged the work and reiterated de role of FAO as a key source of information on 
forest products. They also commented that, while the range of forest products is expanding, these 
are often not recognized as such and recorded in other sectors. 
 
Economics of climate change mitigation through forestry: Ms. Muller informed members that, based 
on the on-line conference on this topic conducted in early 2015, the outcomes of which were 
presented at a side event during UNFCCC COP21 in Paris, a new publication will be launched at 
COFO23 in July 2016 titled Forests for a low Carbon future: Integrating forests and wood products in 
the climate change strategies, which includes, among others, a chapter on promoting the use of 
wood for greener building and furnishing. 
 
 

5.5 Inputs of the ACSFI to FAO´s 2016-2017 Programme of Work 
 

The discussion started with a presentation by Ms. Muller of the SDGs and the Paris Agreement and 
their implications for forestry. Members acknowledged the role forest products industries can play in 
the implementation of both. On the SDGs, members suggested that ICFPA could prepare a white 
paper on the contributions of the forest products sector to the SDGs. The ICFPA could submit the 
paper to the ACSFI for endorsement. On the Paris Agreement, FAO proposed and members agreed 
that the forest products industry should work with governments at country level to ensure the 
inclusion of forest products in the implementation of forest-related NDCs. 
 
The members appreciated the broad programme of work of FAO in forestry for 2016-2017 under 
FAO’s strategic objectives and took note of the proposed programme priorities for the next medium 
term plan 2018-21. They expressed concern over the lack of capacity to carry out regional outlook 
studies. 
 
Progress of FAO statutory bodies will be reported at the 23rd Session of COFO. The ACSFI Chair will 
travel to Rome to report on the outcomes of the 56th and 57th Sessions of the ACSFI. 

 
5.6 ACSFI Work Planning 

 
Emerging future issues: A number of challenges were highlighted during the discussion: 
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- The ageing workforce, combined with a lack of interest by youth and inadequate curricula, 
highlighting the importance of adequate education and training to ensure the necessary skills and 
competencies of the workforce in forest products industries; 

- Biosecurity 
- Water requirements of tree plantations 
- Lack of political support for the sector 
- Impact of digitalization on industries and wood processing value chains. 
No concrete recommendations on these matters were made to FAO. On the last item it was 
commented that it needs more reflection and could be presented at the next meeting. 

 
ICFPA recommendations and ACSFI work plan: Taking into account the recommendations from the 
ICFPA Annual Meeting (July 4th, 2016) and the discussions during the session, ACSFI members made 
the following recommendations to FAO: 
- Continue to appropriately resource the forest work programme particularly given the role of forestry 

identified in 2015 through the Paris INDC process, and the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)  
- Investigate and report on the policies and programs in place in countries to promote the use of wood 

in construction (the so-called Wood encouragement policies)   
- Extend the useful work undertaken by FAO on the bio-economy with a particular focus on increasing 

the awareness and visibility of the role of the forest industry 
- Build on the forest communicators network initiative and make available this information to industry 

including establishing links with the International Council of Forest and Paper Associations (ICFPA) 
communications network 

- Consolidate, and sharpen the focus of, the bio-based packaging report with a view to more widely 
disseminating for decision-makers the key messages of wood-fibre based packaging versus 
alternatives 

- Carry out a more-in depth evaluation of the implications of the deforestation free report specifically 
those associated with the net zero deforestation definitions with the objective of producing guidance 
for stakeholders 

- Expand the dialogue on biotechnology beyond the international arena to focus on regional multi-
stakeholder engagement. 

 
5.7 Closing of the 57th ACSFI Session 

 
Election of officers: David Rhodes confirmed his availability to assume the position of Chair for another 
year and mentioned the need for renewal of the position thereafter. He also mentioned the desirability 
to appoint a Vice-Chair for this purpose. Mr. Rhodes’ continuation as Chair was supported and no 
decision was made regarding a Vice Chair. 
 
Date and venue of the 58th Session of the ACSFI: The next session will take place on May 17th, in Berlin, 
Germany, in conjunction with the ICFPA meeting. It will be hosted by the German Pulp and Paper 
Association. Members suggested that the annual meeting could be held at FAO in Rome every second 
year, starting with the 59th session in 2018. This would connect the ACSFI more strongly to FAO and 
would allow for more FAO experts to participate at the meetings. FAO welcomed the suggestion. 
 
The Steering Committee of the ACSFI will meet at FAO in Rome later in 2016 to prepare for the next 
session. FAO will propose possible dates to Steering Committee members.  
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The Chair paid tribute to Mr. Ross Hampton and his team for organizing the venue and for their strong 
support throughout the meeting. He also thanked again Mr. Csoka and his team for organizing the 
agenda. He closed the meeting by reaffirming that FAO remains the main UN body for forest products. 
 
 
For further information: 
 

Contact Mrs. Eva Muller, Director of Forestry Policy and Resources Division, at Eva.Muller@fao.org 

mailto:Eva.Muller@fao.org
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ANNEX 1 
 
List of Participants 
 

Bernard de Galembert Innovation and Bioeconomy Director, Confederation of European 
Paper Industries (CEPI) 

David Rhodes CEO,  New Zealand Forest Owners Association, New Zealand 

Denis Nielson CEO, DANA, New Zealand 

Derek Nighbor CEO, Forest Products Association of Canada 

Donna Harman   President and CEO, American Forest and Paper Association, 
United States of America 

Elizabeth de Carvalhaes  Executive President IBA, Brazil 

Eva Muller  FAO 

Greg McCormack Chair, Australian Forests Products Association 

Jane Molony Executive Director, Paper Manufacturers Association of South 
Africa 

Klaus Windhagen Director General, German Pulp and Paper Association 

Maria Teresa Arana  Gerente General, Corporación Chilena de la Madera, Chile 

Masataka Hayama  President, Japan Paper Association 

Naoto Haraguchi General Manager for International Affairs, Japan Paper 
Association 

Natalia Canova  IBA, Brazil 

Paul-Antoine Lacour Director General, Union Française de l'industries des papiers, 
cartons et cellulose, France 

Ric Sinclair Managing Director, Forest and Wood Products Australia  

Ross Hampton Australian Forests Products Association 

Shobhan  Mittal CEO, Greenply Industries, India 

Timo Jaatinen President and CEO, Finnish Forest Industries Federation, Finland 

 


