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Growing recognition in Chile and Argentina of poplar and willows’ 

potential  

 

One of FAO’s oldest statutory bodies, the International Poplar Commission (IPC), was founded in 

1947 to support the reconstruction of European rural and industrial economies. Seventy years on, 

the Commission is still actively engaged in sharing knowledge and information on good practices on 

the use of poplar and willow in forestry and agroforestry systems to support people’s livelihood. In 

November, the IPC Secretariat travelled to Chile to facilitate discussions aimed at scaling up the 

planting of poplar and willow in the country and in Argentina, while seeking greater recognition of 

the trees’ roles in meeting international targets on forest restoration.  

Read more in the summary of the Jornadas de Salicáceas 

Argentina’s National Poplar Commission (NPC) has being organizing the Jornadas de Salicáceas – a 

major gathering of poplar and willow stakeholders in the southern hemisphere – every two to three 

years since Chile and Argentina co-hosted the 22nd IPC Session in 2004. The fifth celebration – held in 

November 2017, and again an Argentina-Chile NPC co-organized event – was hosted by the Centro 

Tecnológico del Alamo, University of Talca, Chile. It sought as its main objective to reach agreement 

on a strategy to increase the planting of poplar and willow at scale in Latin America. The Jornadas’ 

hosts and participants broadly welcomed the IPC’s representation at the Chile event as it marked the 

return of the Commission’s activities in and formal visits to the southern hemisphere after an 

absence of 13 years. 



 

©Cristian Espinosa, University of Talca, Centro Tecnologico del Alamo. The welcome address at the opening of the Jornadas de Salicáceas, 
University of Talca, Chile. Present in the front row are from centre to right, Esteban Borodowski, Chair, National Poplar Commission, 
Argentina; Pablo Meza Donoso, Governor, Region del Maule, Alvaro Rojas Marin, Rector of the University of Talca, Lucrecia Santinoni, 
Under-Secretary, Industrial Forestry Development, Republic of Argentina, Alberto Del Lungo, IPC Secretariat, FAO. 

 

The three-day event was attended by about 80 representatives of poplar and willow stakeholders, 

including Chilean and Argentinian smallholders, corporate companies (Compañía Agrícola y Forestal 

El Álamo, Chile, and Empresa foresto-industrial Ederra, Argentina), decision- and policy-makers and 

research and governmental institutions. It also attracted participants from Sweden and 

representatives of the Spanish wood private sector, Garnica Plywood Industries. Days one and two 

focused on scientific and technical presentations that illustrated how the cultivation and production 

of poplar and willow could be improved and the consequent benefits this would have for growers of 

poplar and willow in the two countries. The remaining two days comprised field excursions to 

smallholders, corporate companies, the University’s research sites and to INFOR, the Forestry 

Institute of Chile. 



 

©Cristian Espinosa, University of Talca, Centro Tecnologico del Alamo. Discussion session, Jornadas de Salicáceas, University of Talca, 

Chile. 

 

For the participants, the field visits served an important purpose, providing them with an 

opportunity to see several practical applications of poplar and willow. These included, for example, 

the role of willow in sustaining local handicraft production chains, the use of poplar to produce 

matches, as well as more advanced scientific methodologies on agroforestry systems, genetic 

improvement and ecophysiology – to demonstrate how poplars react to water shortages. 

 



©FAO/Alberto Del Lungo. Participants listening to an explanation on use of poplars in agroforestry systems during the field visit to poplar 
plantation site in the Cachapoal Valley 

 

But the visits’ principal aim was to show that poplar and willow can provide local people with a 

viable livelihood, particularly when the trees are incorporated in agroforestry systems. In this 

context, it was observed that the IPC and NPCs could increase the forestry and agroforestry 

livelihood potential by supporting measures to significantly scale up the inclusion of poplar and 

willow in both national and international policies.  

Next steps for the IPC and NPCs 

At the Jornadas’ conclusion, the participants produced a document containing a set of 

recommendations addressed to the governments of Argentina and Chile, requesting that poplar and 

willow feature more strongly in national policies, and that the governments support efforts to 

increase their visibility in international policies. They also called for greater recognition of the 

importance of poplar and willow in forest and landscape restoration at the international level, in 

storing CO2, in effectively contributing to climate change mitigation and adaptation in agriculture 

and thus in improving people’s livelihood.  

After review and discussion, the draft set of recommendations was unanimously approved by the 

floor and co-signed by the Chairperson of NPC Argentina and the deputy Chairperson of NPC Chile. 

The two NPC bodies will now formally submit the document to the two national governments and to 

the IPC, with the request that the roles of poplar and willow be strengthened and taken into 



consideration in major international initiatives and agreements, such as implementation of the Bonn 

Challenge and the 2015 Paris Agreement. 

Read more: 

 Official website 5th Jornadas de Salicáceas, Talca, Chile, from 14 to 17 November 2017. 

 Jornadas Salicáceas 2017 promotional video 

 

 

©National Poplar Commission, Chile. Field visit to a plant for willow processing. Willows branches are stripped and spliced into thin strips 
ready for handweaving into products such as baskets and chairs.  

 

The traveller, Alberto Del Lungo, a member of the Secretariat of the International Poplar 

Commission (IPC), formally represented the IPC and FAO at the 5th Jornadas de Salicáceas.  

http://jornadasdesalicaceas2017.blogspot.it/p/comunicaciones.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=4&v=p3j4CWcE8_k
http://www.fao.org/forestry/ipc/en/
http://www.fao.org/forestry/ipc/en/

