
OUTCOME



Thematic Focus

Investment in forestry is an investment 
in people, and in turn an  investment in 
sustainable development

Forests and People: Investing in a Sustainable Future



 ~4,000 participants, from 138 countries

 Highest record of Ministers (20)

 350 young professionals and students 
(almost 10% of total) 

 Declaration reflects a diverse set of 
viewpoints of the participants

 Modern technics used to enhance 
interactive participation

XIV WFC in summary



 Pre-Congress events

 High-level dialogue

 5 Plenaries and 18 sub-theme 
sessions

 800 voluntary papers

 250 posters

 40 videos

 180 side events - including 42
organized by NGOs and civil society 
organizations

Technical content



The XIV World Forestry Congress (2015) sets new 
Vision for Forests and Forestry 2050

+ a robust set of XIV WFC Action Points to achieve 
the vision.

www.fao.org/about/meetings/world-forestry-congress

The WFC Outcome 

http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/world-forestry-congress


 Helps achieve the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development through 
world’s forests contribution to the 
implementation of the SDGs.

 Calls to mainstream forests and 
forestry into strategies for 
sustainable development to 
successfully implement the SDGs.

 Its implementation will require 
enabling, cross-cutting policies, 
improved governance across sectors, 
including gender equality and 
adequate tenure arrangements and 
investments.

The Vision for Forests and 
Forestry 2050



• Recognizes forests’ fundamental role 
for food security and improved 
livelihoods.

The Vision for Forests and Forestry 2050

.. On Forests for Food Security

.. On Forests and Climate Change 

• Positions forests as essential solution 
to climate change. Sustainably 
managed forests will increase the 
resilience of ecosystems and societies 
and optimize the role of forests and 
trees in absorbing and storing carbon 
while providing other environmental 
services.



• Outlines how economic development 
will help reduce deforestation, 
notably through integrated 
approaches to land use and by 
addressing conflicts over land use.

• Underlines the importance of 
capitalizing the full range of 
economic, social and environmental 
benefits of integrating forests with 
agriculture; and maintaining multiple 
forest services in the landscape 
context.

Vision for Forests and Forestry 2050

.. On Forests and Other Land Uses



• The vision calls for new partnerships 
among the forest, agriculture, 
finance, energy, water and other 
sectors and stakeholders.

• FAO addresses this vision through its 
cross-cutting Strategic Framework 
supporting a world that is free of 
hunger and poverty, and where 
natural resources, including forests, 
are sustainably managed. 

• You are invited to use the Vision for 
Forests and Forestry 2050 for 
improving future work on forestry.

Get Involved 



Youth Contribution to the Vision: forests 
must be managed in ways that enable 
continuous provision for the needs of 
current and future generations. In the 
future, forests: 

 Are managed based on multi-
stakeholder engagement & 
acceptance.

 Serve people – provision of food, 
water, shelter, energy and 
employment.

 Are maintained as a spring  for 
inspiration, spirituality and culture.

 Protect nature, the climate and 
ultimately sustain life. 

XIV WFC Youth Commitment
for Forests 2050



Congress opening, FRA release, and daily video 
news releases were featured on international TV 
channels and other news media: AP, Reuters, BBC, 
SABC, Eurovision, UNiFEED, etc.

 UNGA
 Paris COP 21
 FAO Council
 FAO Regional Forestry Commissions
 FAO African Regional Conference (ministerial)

Massive worldwide media coverage

Dissemination and Outreach



THANK YOU


