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HISTORY AND TERMS OF REFERENCE



WORKING GROUP HISTORY

At its 23rd session in 2016, the Committee on Forestry (COFO), established a working 
group on dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems

as a subsidiary body of COFO; and 

decided on its Terms of Reference 

 Information available on COFO/2016/REP paragraph 27 (http://www.fao.org/3/a-
mr526e.pdf) and COFO/2016/7.3 Annex I (http://www.fao.org/3/a-mq993e.pdf)

http://www.fao.org/3/a-mr526e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-mq993e.pdf


TERMS OF REFERENCE

1. Legal Framework
2. Mandate 
3. Activities of the Working Group
4. Membership 
5. Sessions
6. Officers
7. Extra-budgetary Resources



MANDATE

The Working Group shall:

 Review and report on the status, trends, issues and developments in dryland 
forests and agrosilvopastoral systems, and make recommendations

 Contribute to developing a comprehensive understanding of dryland forests and 
agrosilvopastoral systems and the people who depend on them

 Promote scaling–up of the adoption of good practices.



ACTIVITIES OF THE WORKING GROUP 

 Assessment of drylands

 Identification of capacities, gaps, and needs for dryland management, 
restoration, assessment and monitoring

 Tools and approaches

 Share knowledge and lessons learnt 

 Collaboration and scaling-up 

 Advice in support of implementation of matters related to FAO work on dryland 
forests, including related to the SDGs and relevant provisions of the UN 
conventions 



Membership

 Open to all Members of the Committee on Forestry 

 Each member shall designate its representative from appropriate sectors and 
disciplines

Sessions

 Normally one session every two years, unless otherwise requested by a 
majority of the Members of the Working Group 

MEMBERSHIP AND SESSIONS



NOMINATION PROCESS

 According to paragraph 6 of TOR: “Each Member of the Committee shall designate its representative from 
appropriate sectors and disciplines”

 On 27 June, 2017, FAO Director-General sent a letter to the Permanent Representations or relevant  
Ministers of all FAO member countries to designate an expert to serve in the Working Group on Dryland 
Forests and Agrosilvopastoral Systems

 On 1 October, 2018, the Assistant Director-General, Forestry, sent a reminder to the Heads of Forestry 
agencies of all countries

 As of 15 July 2019, 54 nominations were received; 46 from COFO Member Countries

 Observers include IGOs and NGOs.



 A Chairperson and two Vice-Chairpersons from among the representatives 
designated at the end of each session, who shall remain in office until the 
election of the new Chairperson and new Vice-Chairpersons at the next 
session 

 The elected officers should remain in office until the election of the new 
Chairperson and new Vice-Chairpersons at the end of next session

 Due consideration to the desirability of ensuring equitable rotation of the 
offices among the regions and to gender balance, over time.

OFFICERS



 A Chairperson is elected first

 The elected Chairperson will immediately preside this meeting, including 
handling the election of two Vice-Chairpersons

OFFICERS



THANK YOU


