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Theme: 

“The role of Salicaceae and other fast-growing trees in 
sustainable wood supplies and climate change mitigation”  
ABOUT THE IPC AND THE IPC SESSIONS
The IPC (International Commission on Poplars and Other Fast-Growing Trees Sustaining 
People and the Environment) is a statutory body of FAO founded in 1947 to facilitate resto-
ration of the severely degraded landscapes of Europe after the Second World War. Today it 
has 38 Member Nations on five Continents. The IPC achieves its objectives through techni-
cal exchange, standard setting, and the conservation and sustainable use of fast-growing 
trees. Traditionally, poplars and willows have been the main interest of the IPC; in 2019 
however, the IPC broadened its scope to include other fast-growing trees that sustain peo-
ple and the environment.

Organized every four years, the IPC Sessions are held to review information on scientific, 
technical, social, economic and environmental aspects of fast-growing trees through pre-
sentations and technical papers; review National reports; and discuss recommendations 
to FAO through FAO’s Director-General and to the IPC National Commissions. At these 
meetings, decisions are made by the IPC on recommendations to FAO’s Director General, 
the National Commissions of the IPC, and on the programme of work for the IPC in the 
subsequent four years.

First 
Announcement 
and Call for 
Abstracts

http://www.fao.org/forestry/ipc/95733/en/


CALL FOR SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS AND REGISTRATION  
OF DELEGATES
The IPC welcomes registration to the Session from representatives of Member Nations 
of FAO and the National Commissions of the IPC at IPC-Secretariat@fao.org. The IPC 
also welcomes submission of relevant technical papers and abstracts for presentation at 
this Session and pre-registration for the Technical Programme at the conference website. 
There is no registration fee for the participation at FAO’s premises of delegates, speakers, 
presenters, or other participants of the formal and technical sessions.

BACKGROUND 

Fast-growing trees are an important component of forestry and agricultural production 
systems worldwide. Often, these production systems are owned by small-scale farmers 
and support their livelihoods. Moreover, fast-growing trees are an efficient and established 
means to produce wood, fuel, restore degraded land, and sequester carbon dioxide from 
the atmosphere. Fast-growing tree species can contribute greatly to prosperous societies 
based on climate-friendly economies that make greater use of raw materials produced 
by trees. To achieve this, new scientific knowledge and its applications must be demon-
strated. The subjects to be discussed during this Session are all related to the sustainable 
production of raw materials for future plant-based economies at various scales, and the 
related issues of climate change adaptation and mitigation; resilience against disasters, 
threats and crises; biodiversity conservation; landscape restoration; and sustainable ag-
riculture and forestry. The IPC embraces papers and discussion under this theme, which 
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encompasses the role that fast-growing trees can play in improving rural family’s standard 
of living and restoration of degraded ecosystems. More specifically, contributions to the 
26th Session of the IPC should deal with at least one of the following areas of work:

• Taxonomy, Nomenclature and Registration 
• Domestication and Conservation of Genetic Resources 
• Plant Health, Resilience to Threats and Climate Change 
• Sustainable Livelihoods, Land-use, Products and Bioenergy
• Environmental and Ecosystem Services 
• Policy, Communication and Outreach 

SPECIFIC DISCUSSIONS AT THE 26TH SESSION OF THE IPC

Realizing the IPC Purpose in light of the IPC Reform

The IPC is a treaty-based organization placed within the framework of the FAO. It has the 
mandate to foster sustainable management of fast-growing trees that sustain rural live-
lihoods and the environment. Since 1947, the IPC has contributed, for example, to the 
reforestation of Europe after World War II; the establishment of outgrower schemes on 
more than 450,000 hectares in India that provide up to 35% of families’ income; and to 
the Chinese “great green wall” or Three-North Shelterbelt, which mitigates desertification 
across a projected 4,500 kilometres of northern China.

In 2019 the IPC received a mandate from its Member Nations to work not only on species 
important in temperate and boreal climate zones (the poplars, willows, and cottonwoods), 
but on any fast-growing tree species that can further the IPC mandate. This amplification 
of scope opens all geographic and ecological zones to the IPC. As defined in the IPC Con-
vention, its purpose is now:

• to study and engage on scientific, technical, social, economic and environmental as-
pects of fast-growing trees;

• to promote exchange of sustainable management practices, knowledge, technology 
and material;

• to arrange joint research programmes;
• to stimulate the organization of congresses;
• to report and make recommendations to FAO through FAO’s Director-General; and
• to make recommendations to the IPC National Commissions.

It is anticipated that the amended Convention will allow the successful approaches and 
networks developed by the IPC to be applied for new species and in new geographies. To 
this end, the IPC will continue its efforts to translate this new scope into results that sup-
port peoples’ livelihoods through sustainable use of the environment. Discussions will be 
held on the matter at the Session of the IPC in 2020.

Country Progress Reports

Country Progress Reports are prepared by the National Commissions in each member 
country describing progress in knowledge, technology and techniques in poplar and willow 
culture, production and utilization. The chairs and office bearers of National Commissions 
have been informed and asked in August 2019 to complete both the country report and 
the questionnaire in electronic format in conformity with the guidelines available on the 
IPC 2020 website (http://www.fao.org/forestry/ipc/96607/en/) and submit them to the 
IPC-Secretariat (IPC-Secretariat@fao.org). The deadline for National Commissions to sub-
mit Country Progress Reports to the IPC is 1st April 2020 to allow preparation of a Global 
Synthesis Report for presentation at the 26th Session. Any query related to country re-
porting may be addressed to the IPC-Secretariat.
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Technical Presentations and Posters

The Technical Programme will feature two days dedicated to the presentation of technical 
papers. As well, there is an opportunity to present results as posters.

The deadline for the online submission of paper abstracts and poster summaries is 22 April 
2020. Authors should upload all paper abstracts and poster summaries to the conference 
website at https://www.ipc2020.it/call-for-abstract/. Abstracts and posters are to be writ-
ten in English and limited to 300 words. The IPC carries out its mandate by supporting 
research and management activities through six working parties (see http://www.fao.org/
forestry/ipc/69630/en/). Authors are encouraged to link their submissions to at least one 
of these areas of work.

Side Events

The IPC welcomes interested organizations to host side events at the margins of the IPC 
meeting. Proposals for side events should be submitted to the IPC-Secretariat (IPC-Secre-
tariat@fao.org). They should include the theme of the side event, including its relevance 
to the IPC, and the format of the event (including materials to be used and presented). 
Side events will be approximately 90 minutes long, they will be held on FAO’s premises 
during the lunch and evening breaks.

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME SUMMARY
See the programme at https://www.ipc2020.it/tentative-programme/

PROVISIONAL TIMELINE OF EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE SESSION

Date Item 
23-Jan-20 Pre-Registration opens

8-Mar-20

Second Announcement on host and IPC websites including: pro-
gramme update, preliminary plan of pre-session and post-session study 
tours, deadlines for pre-registration, reminder on paper abstracts, appli-
cation for developing country support programme (if available)

National commissions to be requested to designate a representative 
and alternate to the Session, with credentials for voting

1 –Apr- 20 Last date of receipt of country progress reports
22-Apr-20 Deadline to submit paper abstracts

22-May-20
Third Announcement on host and IPC websites including: revised pro-
gramme, schedules for pre- and post-session study tours, registration 
package (registration form on host website)

22-May-20 Deadline for notification on acceptance of abstracts

30-June-20

Deadline for registration for study tours

Final announcement, detailed programme, last date of submission of 
presentation/poster

6-Sep-20 Registration deadline
5-Oct-20 26th Session of the IPC 
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COMMITTEES
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

Name Institution

Ms Alessandra Stefani, Chair Ministero delle politiche agricole alimentari e forestali

Mr Piermaria Corona CREA Forestry and Wood

Ms Paola Fiore CREA Forestry and Wood

Ms Elisabetta Lanzellotto Ministero delle politiche agricole alimentari e forestali

Mr Giuseppe Nervo CREA Forestry and Wood

Mr Pietro Oieni Ministero delle politiche agricole alimentari e forestali

Mr Enrico Pompei Ministero delle politiche agricole alimentari e forestali

Ms Lucia Sebastiani CREA Forestry and Wood

Mr Martin Weih, IPC Chair Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences

Mr Benjamin Caldwell IPC Secretariat

Ms Dominique Rozas Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Mr Simone Borelli Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Ms Sheila Wertz-Kanounnikoff Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

The Scientific Committee is co-chaired by Mr Stefano Bisoffi and Mr Martin Weih. The 
Committee provides the technical programme and guidance for the structure, content and 
format of the 25th Session and Technical Working Party sessions, and selects oral contribu-
tions based upon relevance to the conference theme and scientific merit. The members of 
the Scientific Committee are:

Name Institution
Mr Martin Weih, co-chair & IPC Chair Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences

Mr Stefano Bisoffi, co-chair IPC Executive Committee Member

Mr Giuseppe Scarascia Mugnozza University of Tuscia (Viterbo)

Mr Davide Pettenella University of Padua

Mr Maurizio Sabatti University of Tuscia (Viterbo)

Mr Pierluigi Paris CNR Research Institute for Terrestrial Ecosystems

Mr Giuseppe Nervo CREA Forestry and Wood

Ms Luisa Cagelli Forest Department of Lombardy Region, Italy

Ms Julia Kuzovkina University of Connecticut

Ms Teresa Cerrillo
Instituto Nacional de Tecnología Agropecuaria, Buenos 
Aires

Ms Marijke Steenackers Research Institute for Nature and Forest, Brussels

Mr Joris Van Acker University of Ghent

Ms Sharon Doty University of Washington

Ms Barbara Thomas University of Alberta

Mr Benjamin Caldwell IPC Secretariat



PRACTICAL MATTERS

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES 

The 50th Executive Committee meeting will be conducted in English. The opening and clos-
ing plenary sessions of the 26th IPC Session (days 1 and 4) will have simultaneous inter-
pretation services in English, French and Spanish. The concurrent and individual working 
groups meetings will be conducted in English only.

LOCAL HOST INSTITUTION AND CONFERENCE VENUE

The 2020 Session of the IPC is co-hosted by FAO and Italy. Meetings will be held on the 
premises of FAO headquarters in Rome, in several rooms reserved for the occasion. FAO is 
located in the centre of Rome, next to the Circus Maximus historic site and metro line stop.

REGISTRATION FEES 

There is no fee to attend the programme of the Session in FAO.

LOCATION, TRAVEL, VISAS, ACCOMMODATION 

Rome is the capital city of Italy and boasts a unique array of cultural attractions and histor-
ic sites. A city of some three million persons, nearby to Rome are mountains, the seaside, 
and the Italian countryside.

Rome is connected via two international airports, Fiumicino (FCO) and Ciampino (CIA). 
As well, high-speed rail lines and highways connect Rome to the rest of Italy and Europe. 
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Visas are required for some travellers to Italy; check with the Italian Ministry of External 
Affairs and International Cooperation for more information: http://vistoperitalia.esteri.it/
home.aspx.

Participants and delegates are responsible for securing their own accommodation. There 
are many hotels and bed-and-breakfasts close to the conference venue available through 
travel agencies and websites. Rome’s light rail (Rome Metro) provides reliable public trans-
portation within the city. 

WEATHER 

Weather in Rome in early October is usually fine, with highs in the 20s and lows in the 10s 
(Centigrade). One day in five may be rainy, with about seven cm rain on average in the 
month.

WEB REFERENCES

FAO IPC website: http://www.fao.org/forestry/ipc; E-mail: IPC-Secretariat@fao.org  
Conference website: ipc2020.it

OPTIONAL STUDY TOURS

The National Commissions of France and Italy are organizing optional study tours in Bor-
deaux and the Po Valley, which will complement the Session in Rome. Each tour has limit-
ed availability, and reservations are on a first-come, first-serve basis.

For more information and registration, see https://www.ipc2020.it/pre-post-congress-
tours/
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