
1

Forest related reporting under 
UNFCCC

Heikki Granholm
Programme Officer
MIS Programme



2

Overview
• UN Climate Convention
• Characteristics of reporting under UNFCCC
• Guidelines under Convention and Kyoto Protocol 
• Forest related reporting under GHG inventories
• National communications
• Review process of annual GHG inventories
• Forests and Kyoto Protocol
• Training and capacity building
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UN Climate Convention
• Objective: “ … to achieve, …, stabilization of 

greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere 
at a level that would prevent dangerous 
anthropogenic interference with the climate 
system. … ”

• Commitments, e.g.:
– National inventories of emissions by sources and 

removals by sinks
– Measures to mitigate climate change
– Promote sustainable management, conservation and 

enhancement of sinks and reservoirs
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Characteristics of reporting under 
UNFCCC

• Based on science and methodological work (IPCC and 
SBSTA)

• Forests included under land use change and forestry 
(“removals by sinks”)

• Clear purpose of each reporting
• Emphasis on quantitative aspects (activity data, C stocks or 

GHG balance)
• Reporting guidelines developed and negotiated by Parties
• Review of reports
• Synthesis reports and data bases by secretariat
• Continuous further elaboration of guidelines and methods
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Forest related reporting under 
GHG inventories

• Revised 1996 IPCC Guidelines for all Parties 
– Reporting instructions 
– Workbook
– Reference manual
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• Common Reporting Formats for Annex I 
Parties:
– Deadline 15 April (15 April 2002 Parties provided 

annual inventory for year 2000)
– Based on 1996 Guidelines and experiences by countries
– Sectoral report for LUCF (to be completed)
– Sectoral background tables to be completed if IPCC 

default methods are used. Encouragement to provide 
data and description on other methods used. 

• A: Changes in Forest and other Woody Biomass Stocks
• B: Forest and Grassland Conversion
• C: Abandonment of Managed Lands
• D: Emissions and Removals from Soils
• E: Other
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• IPCC good practice guidance and 
uncertainty management for LULUCF
– Ongoing, first review Dec. 2002 - Jan. 2003
– Finalized by 2003
– Key elements:

• Consistent representation of land areas
• LUCF sector for the Convention
• LULUCF monitoring, reporting and accounting 

requirements for KP
• Cross-cutting issues; e.g. uncertainties, quality 

assurance and quality control

• Need to revise LULUCF Reporting Formats
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National communications

• Non-annex I Parties:
– National circumstances
– National inventory of emissions and removals 

by sinks (simplified table)
– Description of steps taken to implement 

Convention
– Other relevant information  
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• Annex I Parties:
– National circumstances
– Greenhouse gas inventory
– Policies and measures (PAMs)
– Projections and assessment of PAMs
– Impacts, adaptation and vulnerability
– Financial resources and transfer of technology
– Research and systematic observation
– Education, training and public awareness  
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Review Review process of annual GHG inventories process of annual GHG inventories under the under the 
ConventionConvention

Annual Inventories (CRF 
+ NIR)

Submissions by 
Parties

Initial Checks

Review activities Review reports

Status Reports

Synthesis and Assessment Synthesis and Assessment 
Reports

Individual Reviews by ERT:

-desk review
-centralized review
-in-country visit

Individual Review Reports

Annual document to the SBI 
containing tables with GHG 

emissions and trends for Annex I 
Parties

Special analysis on GHG 
emissions and trends

IDR reportsIn-Depth ReviewsNational Communications 
under the UNFCCC

(every 3-5 years) Compilation and Synthesis
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Forests and Kyoto Protocol
• Kyoto Protocol sets emission limitation and reduction 

targets for developed and EIT countries
• Forest activities generate credits (RMU) through 

afforestation, reforestation, deforestation and forest 
management activities

• Project based activities under JI and CDM (afforestation 
and reforestation)

• Sink are included to national systems for estimating 
emissions and removals

• Additional information required (e.g. inventory 
methodologies, geographical location, pools included, 
demonstration “since 1990” clause)  
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Training and capacity building
• Roster of experts  
• Training of reviewers: Handbook, training 

courses, learning module
• Consultative Group of Experts on National 

Communications (Non-Annex I)
• Decision 2/CP.7 provides guidance for financing 

organizations (e.g. GEF) of needs and areas for 
capacity building


