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On the area of the Republic of Croatia the European black poplar (P. nigra) nad white poplar 
(P. alba) are mainly being grown in the riparian forests along the Drava, the Danube, the Sava 
and the Mura rivers. Through their presence in the total area in the forests of Croatia is small, 
they have a significant and all-Croatian role. By the continous human action in the natural 
habitats of these species, their area is reduced to the individual, partly detached parts though, 
regarding European circumstances, these are well-preserved riparian forests. 

The total area of the riparian forests in Croatia is 78,771 ha, out of which the economic forests 
take up 76,441 ha, and the forests for special purposes take up 2,330 ha (scientific and 
recreational role). On the areas which belong to the economic forests the natural poplar stands 
take up 5,995 ha and the plantations Canadian poplar clones (P x canadensis) and Eastern 
cotton wood (P. deltoides) take up 15,714 ha.     

The growing stock of the natural domestic poplar stands is 660,632 m3 with the annual 
increment of 30,837 m3 and the cultures and plantations of the introduced clones take up 
1.535,750 m3 with the annual increment of 138,538 m3. 

In the year of 2002 the total production of the logs was 118,000 m3 and 65,000 m3 of 
pulpwood. 

In the year of 2002 the total export of the poplar logs was 32,866 m3, to Italy 31,281 m3, and 
the rest of it is related to the export to Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Yugoslavia, Slovenia 
and Germany. We imported 18,642 tons of pulpwood, mostly from Hungary 17,802 tons, and 
the rest of it from Yugoslavia and Germany. We also exported 11,174 m3 of the poplar 
sawnmilling out of which 5,264 m3 to Slovenia and 4,689 m3 to Italy while the smaller left 
quantities are exported to Austria, Australia, France, Hungary and Germany. Only 157 m3 of 
the sawnwood were imported from Yugoslavia, Italy, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Turkey. 

The silvicultural treatments carried out in the forests of the Republic of Croatia are in 
accordance with the strategic aims of the ecosystem management. They are coordinated by 
the regular development of the natural stands and habitats. The diversity, preservation and 
naturalness of the forests are established on the professional and scientific base. 

The strategy of the conservation of autochtonous poplar genetic resources preservation can be 
divided in three operational aims: 

Ø to ensure optimum quantity of the natural reforestation  

Ø to prevent the genetic diversity loss and the ability of individual existence loss in the 
forthcoming generations 

Ø to identify and to preserve the local and regional genetic bases. 



The management plans for Natural protection areas insisted in total replacemant of 
alochtonous species with autochtonous ones. For the strategy of total replacemant of 
Canadian poplar clones with the European black poplar, the foresters suggested the necessary 
period of 50 years. Through this regeneration period it would be necessary to plant about 
25% of area with selected alochtonous clones. 

It is necessary to intensify the selection, multiplication and clone testing of the European  
black poplar aiming to get the quality planting material for the reforestation of the riperian 
forests. The selection of the plus variant from the younger natural population of European 
black poplars is necessary alike since thus it is possible to select new genotypes which will be 
well-adapted to the specific local sites. 

    
 


