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Summary statistics 
Introduction 

According to the given data in the Serbia & Montenegro, total surface under forest covers about 
2,8 millions ha, from which 38.766 hectares are under different forms of crops and inborn poplars 
which represent 1,68% of total wood soil. Estimated wood volume is about 235 millions m3, where 
the deal of poplars is 6.495.000 m3 and, in comparison with the total wood volume of forests makes 
2,11%. 
 These data are substantial illustration of the significance of poplars in forestry of Serbia & 
Montenegro and that is one of the planned assumptions of forestry development in spatial planning 
of the Republic of Serbia. 
 Users managing poplars are Forestry organizations (state organizations) with 70% aqua 
cultural and agricultural organizations (state sector) with 16% private and other sectors with 14%. 
 Given statistics data about the areas are for woods and poplar crops and the same data are 
treated as forests in law on forests. 

However, especially in the Republic of Serbia, poplars were mostly planted like tree lines, 
smaller groups and separate stems along roads, smaller rivers, local roads, around plantations and 
similar. There are no data about these net areas, neither about wood volume in the statistics and 
they are not shown in the balance.  
 
Areas, wood volume and annual harvests of poplars  
a) Areas & wood volume 

From 38.766 hectares, which represent the total area under poplars, plantations of Euramerican 
poplars cover 37.444 hectares (97%), and native poplar stands (black and white) are included with 
1.322 hectares (3%). 

According to the way of poplar growing, plantation poplar growing is performed on the area of 
13.105 hectares (%), classic plantations of poplar cover an area of 24.339 hectares (%), and inborn 
forests of domestic poplars cover 1.322 hectares (2%). (Table 1).  

The average stocks of wood volume per area unit are the biggest in domestic poplar forests ? 
220 m3 per hectare and the reason for that is that inborn forests are mostly over 35 years old, and 
then in poplar intensive plantation stocks are 188 m3 per hectare, in classic plantations they amount. 
(table 1).  
 

Table 1: State according to the management system 

Euroame rican poplar European black 
poplar 

 
Plantation Classic 

plantation 
Total of 

plantation 
Natural stands 

Total 

Area, ha 13.105 24.339 37.444 1.322 38.766 
Volume, (000) m3 2.464 3.740 6.204 291 6.495 
Volume, m3/ha 188 154 166 220 120 

 
 



 
Annual harvests 

Annual harvests in all forests of Yugoslavia is about 3.000.000 m3 gross wood volume and 
where in poplar plantations and natural forests is about 400.000 m3 and that is about 13% of total 
cuts of wood volume in Yugoslavia. 
 

Table 2. Annual harvests in Serbia & Montenegro 
Ownership Broadleaved harvests in million m3 Conifers in million m3 All 

forests 
 Oak Beech Poplar Other Total Spruce&Fir Pine Other Total  

State 
sector 

0.266 0.939 0.382 0.258 1.805 0.313 0.640 0.220 0.399 2.202 

Private 0.173 0.325 0.030 0.136 0.637 0.760 0.120 - 0.088 0.725 
All 0.399 1.264 0.412 0.394  2.442 1.073 0.760 0.220 0.487 2.908 

 
 Since 1990’s, because of the political and economic situation, that our country was in, the 

extent of cutting was below the possible felling volume allowed by the age structure of plantations. 
The production of pulpwood especially failed because the modification capacities had been 
working with extremely shortened program (20-30 %). The above-mentioned circumstances, 
besides the reduction of production, influenced also on big oscillations of felling volume a year and 
in this period these oscillations are from 200.000 to 290.000 m3.  
 
Annual consumption by industry 

In Serbia & Montenegro, in 1999. was about 3400 officially registered wood industry 
enterprises, out of which more than 90% were small privately owned ones. According to the 
activities, the enterprises can be divided to mechanical and chemical processing, where one third of 
mechanical processing industry is involved in primary wood processing.  
 

Table 3.The annual production of sortiments in state owned forests: 
Sortiment Total Logs Pulpwood Fuel wood Other Waste 

Volume (m3) 249230 165585 32127 14966 475 31764 
 
 

As we can see in the table above, the greatest deal of wood is produced as logs with about 165 
500 m3, or 66% of total annual harvests. Logs are used in industry for veneer production, in which 
poplars are most important tree species within veneer log production with 84% of total annual 
veneer production of 208 000 m3.  

Consumption by industry is similar to the production of sortiments, with exclusion of pulp & 
paper wood that is partially imported. The amount of pulp & paper wood consumption achieves to 
46 720 m3, but with notification that it is 20-30% of capacities in pulp & paper industry of Serbia & 
Montenegro.  
 
 
Exports and imports of poplar  

Serbia & Montenegro is known as a significant exporter of poplar logs, especially of round 
wood veneer logs, rotary logs and saw logs, and, in small amounts, of sawn wood and various 
elements. In previous years, export has been decreased a lot due to economic sanctions.  

However, when wood for production of cellulose and paper is concerned, Serbia & Montenegro 
is a regular importer of this wood due to significant modification capacities with needs of nearly 
800.000 of poplar stems.  



Table 4: Import of poplars from 1996 to 1999 
Year Sawn logs and veneer log Sawn wood Pulpwood 

 m3 Tons m3 Tons m3 Tons 
1996 - - - - 9273 538 
1997 1170 732 940 545 20781 18408 
1998 - - - - 47264 41953 
1999 - - - - 14804 13205 
Total 1170 732 940 545 92122 74104 
 

The import of pulpwood is from Hungary and a symbolic amount of logs and sawn wood is 
imported from the Bosnia and Croatia.  
 
 

In the period between 1996 and 1999 the export of sortiments was carried out  and the amount is 
given in the following table.  
 

Table 5: Export of poplars in the period between 1996 and 1999 
Year Sawnlogs and veneer log Sawn wood 

 m3 Tons m3 Tons 
1996 7300 822 383 211 
1997 63206 50079 42226 2444 
1998 41268 31642 13670 7522 
1999 16809 13582 13080 7198 
Total 128583 96125 69359 17375 
 
 
 The biggest importers of poplar logs of all sortiments of logs and sawn wood are: Italy, 
Greece, Bulgaria and somewhat smaller importers are: France, Spain and sporadic and small 
amounts importers are: Austria, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Croatia and China. 
 
 
Priorities 
1. Establish multi-clonal plantations, both aiming at the plantation biological stability, to achieve a 
greater variability, and also to reach the compromise with the "green organizations". 
 
2. Direct the creation of poplar varieties also in the direction of creating the varieties for phyto-
remediation of the contaminated soil and water. This should be maximally utilised for the 
presentation in the public media, so that the public starts taking into account the ecological 
significance of poplars. 
 
3. Maximally emphasise that poplars are pioneer species and that they grow also on the poorer soils 
on which other species cannot grow, as well as that high productivity poplar cultivars have a 
favourable effect on the environment.  
 
4. It should be maximally emphasised that the conservation of "natural" poplars such as P. nigra is 
very difficult and that producing the hybrids in which one parent is P. nigra actually contributes to 
the conservation of the gene pool of this species 
 
5. In Serbia and Montenegro, the area of poplar plantations should be increased at least twice, 
because the suitable sites already exist. We have started the work on the project of identifying the 
sites which are suitable for the establishment of poplar plantations by private users, which is 
financed by the Directorate of Forestry.  


