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The poplars share only 1% in the forest tree species composition in Slovakia. Nonetheless, 
they dominate the riverain forests in the lowland part of the country. The largest complex of 
planted and semi-natural poplar forests stretches along the Danube. In addition, poplars are 
the most important woody vegetation element in the landscape with intensive agricultural 
production. They are present as solitary trees, groups of trees, windbreaks, and belts along the 
water courses, roads and farms there.  
 
Summary statistics:  
 
The area of forest lands covered by poplars is 17,600 ha. The improved poplars are planted on 
10,650 ha and the indigenous poplars (P. canescens, P. alba, P. nigra) occupy 6,950 ha. The 
annual felling of wood (7+ cm) ranges from 160 to 200 ths. m3. The share of improved 
poplars on annual felling is 80%. Willows have been cultivated on the area of 2,200 ha, their 
annual cut is 6,600 m3. The structure of poplar deliveries in 2002*: 

1) Total cut 159,934 m3, of which 158,657 m3 pertains to the state forests and                              
1,259 m3 to non-state estates.  

2) Assortment structure: Class I. (veneer wood)    -  0,2% 
                           Class II. (plywood, selected assortments)  -  2,6% 
     Class III.A (sawnwood)        - 22,5% 
     Class III.B (sawnwood, poles, construction)  - 15,2% 
     Class IV (pulpwood)    - 59,5% 
*) The largest and most productive poplar stands are situated along the Danube river. The mean growing stock is 
420 m3 at a 30-year rotation period. In two subsequent thinnings, additional approx. 60 m3 is harvested. The top 
quality assortments (I and II) represent 5,0%, mean quality (IIIA and IIIB) 72.0%, and pulpwood (IV) 23,0%. 

 
Of the deliveries of poplar timber, 85% is processed in Slovakia. The high quality wood is 
used for veneers and furniture, the medium quality one for pallets and construction. Of the 
remaining 15%, the quality wood is exported especially to the Czech Republic, the medium 
quality one to Austria and Italy. Pulpwood is processed in the domestic pulpmills of CAPPA 
Štúrovo (Assi Domain Packaging, ø7-45 cm) and SCP Ružomberok (Neusiedler, ø45-65 cm). 

Only regionalized poplar clones (OECD category „tested“) are allowed for cultivation in 
Slovakia. There are 9 clones approved for the traditional use (I-214, Robusta, Blanc du 
Poitou, Pannonia, Gigant, BL, Baka–black poplar, P-275–balsam poplar, Palárikovo–white 
poplar) and 3 clones for deep planting on sites with decreased underground water tables (I-
214, Gigant, Pannonia).  
 
The priorities of research and development :  
 
- Closer cooperation with countries having tradition in poplar breeding and management; 
- Preservation of poplar production on sites where they have been traditionally cultivated but 

where the water regime is deteriorated due to human interventions and climate change;  
- After the entry to the EU, we would welcome cooperation with Hungary in the landuse, 

conservation and forestry use of inundated sites at the Gabcikovo Dam;  
- Breeding and testing of poplars for agroforestry, afforestation of abandoned lands and 

plantation on farmlands set aside on a temporary basis. 


