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Some species of Leuce and Eupopulus poplars are growing in natural stands of Russia. The most  
widespread are Populus tremula L. (19 million ha) and P. suaveolens Fisch. (0.8 million ha). The 
other poplars (P. alba L., P. nigra L., P. laurifolia Ldb., P. maximowiczii Henry and others) 
cover about 0.5 million ha.  

 
The systematic research of genofond and breeding of poplars has been realising in Russia for the 
last 70 years (Albensky, 1959; Bogdanov, 1965; Jablokov, 1963; Veresin, 1974; Ivannikov, 
1980; Tsarev, 1985, 2002 etc.). The basic directions of researches were selection in natural 
stands, introduction and hybridisation.  

 
The decay resistant forms of aspen were selected in natural forests of different regions of the 
country (Kostroma, Kursk, Novosibirsk, Voronezh, Karelia). It was found the triploid forms of 
aspen (2 n = 57) in Kostroma, Kursk and Novosibirsk Regions (Jablokov, 1963; Ivannikov, 1980; 
Bakulin, 1966). In Voronezh region was found the clones of aspen which in 45-years ages have 
only 0 – 6 % of infected by heart decay (Fomes igniarius Fr.) trees. 
 
In Khoper reservation (Voronezh region) fast-growing and steady forms of white and black 
poplars were also selected. Mean stock of selected stands are significant bigger then the stock of 
common natural stands. Sometimes they have record values. For example in Khoper river 
lowland it was found 95-years stands of P. alba L. It had the mean height 42 m, the mean 
diameter 82 cm, the stock of wood 1513 m3/ha and the mean annual increment 15.9 m3/ha/y.  
 
The group of the euramerican black poplars has shown the greatest efficiency among introduced 
poplars in Voronezh region. Theirs stock in 24-year's age has reached 460 m3/ha ('Robusta') - 913 
m3/ha ('Regenerata-78').  They exceed other groups of poplars in 1.5 – 3 times.  
 
The decorative pyramidal and frost resistant hybrids of white poplars P. alba x P. bolleana 
(Bolide, Veduga) and fast-growing and frost resistant hybrids of black poplars P. deltoides x P. 
Pyramidalno-osokorevy Kamyschinsky (Stepnaja Lada etc.) have been created.  The hybrids of 
white poplars had height 20 m and diameter 30 cm in 21 years old. Stepnaja Lada in this age had 
height 22.8 m, diameter 42.3 cm, volume of trunk 1.23 m3. 
 
These selected and created forms and hybrids can be use for creation of high productive and 
resistant plantations, ameliorative and recreation stands.  
 
The part of these best forms can be introduced in other countries for test and cultivation.  
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