
 
THE INTERNATIONAL POPLAR COMMISSION (IPC) OF FAO 

President: Stefano Bisoffi 

The International Poplar Commission was founded in Paris, France, in 1947, under the auspices of the 
Food and  Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. The main aim of the IPC are to facilitate the 
diffusion of technical and scientific knowledge of poplar and willow culture. In 1959 the FAO 
recognized the IPC as one of its Statutory bodies. The IPC has since grown in membership up to the 
current 37 Member countries. 

Every four years the IPC organizes a “Session” that represents a unique meeting opportunity for 
scientists, technicians, policy makers, industrialists and farmers. The Sessions include technical-
scientific lectures, but also excursions and study tours that give participants an insight into different 
cultural environments with a beneficial broadening of perspectives. The next Session of the IPC will 
take place in Santiago, Chile, winter 2004, with study tours in Chile and Argentina. 

 
THE COMMISSIONE NAZIONALE PER IL PIOPPO (CNP) 

President: Federico Radice Fossati 

The Italian CNP was formally created when Italy adhered to the Convention that established the 
International Poplar Commission as a statutory body of FAO. As the IPC, also the CNP is a forum 
open to all sectors interested in the development of poplar culture and, in a broader perspective, of all 
forms of tree plantations outside forests. 

Represented in the CNP are poplar growers, farmers’ associations, the wood first-processing Industry, 
the paper Industry, regional and central Public Administration (Ministries of Foreign Affairs, of 
Agriculture and Forest Policies, of Industry and of Environment), as well as the Research Institutions 
involved in the area of poplar production and processing. 

The CNP, through a Technical Committee is also in charge of the registration of poplar clonal cultivars. 

The main initiatives in progress are: 

• the compilation of a “white book” on poplar culture (2004- 2005) 

• a conference of stakeholders for the definition of research priorities (2004) 

• an annual conference on poplar culture 
 
AIMS OF THE CONFERENCE 

The Italian Semester of EU Presidency has given an opportunity for a deepening of the knowledge on 
poplar culture also in consideration of the approaching EU enlargement with a special look toward 
Developing Countries that can increase their wood production  

The Italian CNP has therefore enthusiastically embraced the proposition of the Italian Foreign Affairs 
Ministry for the First International Conference on the Future of Poplar Culture. The goal of the 
Conference is to inform decision makers at the European and international level about the role that 
poplars and willows can play in social and economic development, about their beneficial 
environmental impact and, the potentials for scientific, technical and economic cooperation. 

Coherent policies in the area of tree plantations, increased coordination and integration of 
development programmes, the intensification of efforts in technology transfer and capacity building 
may be key factors of success in the process of integration of new EU members and in the support 
that a broader Europe can give to developing countries worldwide. 

The Conference will also be an opportunity for non-Member countries to appreciate the central role of 
the International Poplar Commission of FAO in providing a network between countries, in facilitating 
technology transfer, in connecting people and Institutions for a sustainable development of poplar and 
willow culture. 



 

POPLAR, WILLOWS AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Poplars and willows are among the fastest growing trees in the temperate regions of the World, easy 
to propagate and grow even by small-scale farmers. 

Poplar wood is the raw material of choice for a broad range of products: plywood panels, packages, 
matches, chopsticks, ice-cream palettes, particle boards, paper and cardboard. The first- processing 
Industry has frequently created a fertile ground for other industrial sectors adding value to the wood, 
creating employment, boosting exports, aiding social and economic development. Poplars and willows 
are also being appreciated for a broad range of environmental benefits: carbon sequestration in long- 
lived products, production of renewable energy fuels, reduction of nutrient leakage from agriculture to 
waters, phytoremediation of degraded soils. 
 

POPLARS AND WILLOWS IN EUROPE 

Poplars are a major source of industrial roundwood in many European countries including new EU 
members and candidates. A lively industrial sector utilising poplar wood contributes significantly to 
jobs creation. Willows represent a small but significant market in Nordic countries as a source of 
renewable energy that is being taken as a reference for similar experiences in other parts of the world. 

In spite of this, poplar culture has never been the object of specific attention at the EU level. This does 
not mean that poplar plantations have never received European support, but rather, as has been 
common for the forest sector, that the benefits were obtained as a consequence of the agricultural 
policy. Cereal-surplus reduction policies, for instance, have had a significant impact on the expansion 
of tree cultivation on agricultural land in recent years, but discontinuities in these policies may produce 
undesirable shocks to the market every time they occur. 
 


