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The 1st International Conference on the Future of Poplar Culture 

 

 

The first Conference on the Future of Poplar Culture, sponsored by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and organized by the Italian National Poplar Commission in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Agricultural and Forest policies and the FAO, will take place at the FAO headquarters in Rome, 13 to 15 
November, this year.  

The semester of Italian Chairmanship of the EU offers the opportunity for a debate on this relevant 
theme (poplar wood accounts far more than 60% of the material used by the furniture Industry and far 
more than 70% of the cellulose produced with raw material of national origin), with a view to the 
enlargement of the European Union and a special attention to developing countries where wood 
production could increase significantly in the near future.  

The conference will be attended by delegates representing fifty-one countries, including member 
countries of the International Poplar Commission; including over 20 delegates  from developing countries 
or countries with economies in transition. The European Commission, the FAO and other International 
Organizations will also be represented.  

Development and expansion of poplar culture is fundamental in the economy of wood and paper 
industries worldwide (in Italy poplars represent less than 2% of the forest area but produce around 50% 
of the industrial roundwood of domestic origin, with important beneficial side effects for the environment) 
and Italy has a long standing global leadership in both the production and the processing sectors.  

The initiative of the conference confirms the role of the National Poplar Commission within the 
framework of the International Poplar Commission of the FAO, promotes the initiative of the Italian 
Industry in the Eastern European countries and supports poplar culture in developing countries, where 
Italian cooperation programmes in this sector are already established. This important economic resource 
is increasingly receiving attention in different contexts (economic, scientific, social) for the environmental 
benefits that the cultivation of poplars brings.  

 


