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Invasive species and their impact on forest health



Impact of forest invasive species in Africa

Food security
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A global concern

1986
2003
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Woody and insect species invasion
Heteropsylla cubana (Homoptera: Psyllidae) Leucaena psyllid
Leucaena leucocephala (Dicotyledonae: Fabaceae) Leucaena

Intentional 
introduction



Forest invasive species management 
constraints in Africa

•Information not readily available

•Inadequate sharing of information, knowledge, experiences

•No risk assessment (methods)

•No monitoring and reporting systems

•Inadequate and poorly shared resources



Focus: Invasive species

Mandate: Coordinate collation and dissemination of information on 
invasive species.

Organization: Secretariat, Executive Committee, Country coordinators

The Network
Revitalization process: Task Force Meeting in Malawi 13-15 Dec. 2004 



Website : a communication tool

URL: http://www.fao.org/forestry/site/26951/en



THANK YOU!

Lantana salvifolia (Malawi, October 2004)


