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I. POLICY AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK 
  There is no changes in policies and laws which affected the poplar cultivation or 
utilization in natural forests, planted forests and agroforestry in the period from 2008 to 
2011 in Korea. 
  Korea, however, planted poplars on a large scale until 1980s. In 1970s, Italian 
poplars, I-214 and I-476 were planted on the river banks and basins throughout the 
country. They showed very good growth performance and made good money for 
plantation owners. Its planted area was once reached up to 700,000 hectares. But the 
government prohibited planting poplars on river banks which were considered to be 
optimum site for poplars, because the trees on the river banks could hamper the flow of 
flood water when a big flood came in the early 1980s. At the time, the flood claimed 
many lives and caused extensive damage. Thus, planting poplars have dwindled.  
  The hills and mountains were severely devastated during the Korean War and the 
Japanese Colonial Regime. Korea urgently needed to plant trees to make the 
mountains green. So the government have set up the long-term programs for planting 
trees. Coupled with this program, the Forest Research Institute started to support the 
government's projects and recommended the hybrid poplar made by the crosses 
between Populus alba and Populus glandulosa, that is the hybrid poplar, Populus alba 
x glandulosa  which showed good growth on the hilly sites that are less moisture than 
in the river bank where poplar planting has been prohibited.  
  Without taking the area suitable for poplar planting into consideration, the government 
assigned a certain amount of the hybrid poplar stocks to the local autonomies just to 
plant somewhere and reached up to 170,000 ha of plantation. That caused the failure 
in planting the hybrid poplars. Since then, many of the hybrid poplars showed inferior 
growth performance because of wrong selection of planting sites. At last, no one wants 
to plant the hybrid poplars as the hybrid plantations has shown a bad growth. But the 
hybrid poplars planted on the right sites still remain excellent in growth and form.  



  However, the last striking event was establishment of diplomatic relation with China in 
1992. Korean wood market, especially for wood chopsticks made of poplar wood, 
opened up to the Chinese. As a result, the Korean's chopstick markets were almost 
totally occupied by the Chinese chopsticks. China accounted for more than 95 percent 
in the chopstick markets of Korea, and the others where small amount are imported 
from include Vietnam, Indonesia, Japan and the U.S. Korea imported an average 
17,260 tonnes annually from 2008 to 2011--it could be estimated at about 57,533 cubic 
meter by use of conversion factor 0.3(specific gravity). Of the chopsticks imported 
annually, 16,801 tonnes were from China during the same period, that means 97 
percent of total chopstick import. Main use of poplar wood is manufacturing chopsticks 
in Korea. 
  Consequently, no one wants to plant poplars any more in Korea. No plantation was 
made at all during the period from 2008 to 2011.  
   There are some natural forests of poplars that scattered through the forests. They are 
mainly Populus Davidiana and P. Maximowiczii. Of course, there are other indigenous 
poplars such as Populus koreana, P. glandulosa and P. simonii. They appear on the 
literatures, but it is very hard to find them in the forests throughout the country. Populus 
glandulosa(aspen) was found in a hill located in Suwon, 45 km south from Seoul, by a 
Japanese scholar in 1920s. They are endemic to one of the hill in Suwon and less than 
10 trees existed there, but nobody has recently confirmed their existence.    
  Korea Forest Research Institute is recently carrying out an experiment on 
phytoremediation using poplars, especially the hybrid poplar, Populus alba x P. 
glandulosa. So far the experiments have concentrated on treating livestock waste 
water, especially from the pig farms. The experiment showed good results with some 
clones of the hybrid poplar, but it is still far from the extensive use.   
  However the Korea Forest Service established a new policy of poplar plantation as a 
means of wood industry promotion. During the period from 2012 to 2016, Korea plans 
to plant poplars on average 1,000 ha annually. They are planted along the idle lands in 
the riverside, which resulted from the Four River Restoration Project completed in 
2011.  
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    Korea Forest Research Institute has an ongoing research program for treating waste 
water from the pig farms, but it is not completed yet. 
 
IV  GENERAL INFORMATION   
   (a)  Last year we elected a new chairman of the Korea Poplar Commission, he is Dr. 
Eui Rae Noh who retired from the Director General of the Korea Forest Research 
Institute(KFRI) in Seoul. Actually he worked with the former Institute of Forest Genetics 
merged into KFRI. He carried out many research programs on poplar breeding for 17 
years, and he was a member of Executive Committee of the IPC in later 1990s. 
Dr. Eui Rae Noh as a chairman of the Korea poplar Commission nominated a new 
secretary, Mr. Sung Kyu Lee who retired from the KFRI and has also experienced with 
poplar breeding.  
Address is not changed.   
    (b)  Korea Poplar Commission took part in the 23rd Session of IPC held in Beijing 
2008.  
It collaborated with Korea Forest Service on "Development of Policy  
on Escalating Poplar Planting on Landfill Sites" in 2008. It published "Fifty Years 
History of Korea National Poplar Commission in Commemoration of the 50th 
Anniversary of the Commission" in 2010. 
In 2012, Korea poplar Commission also changed its articles of association in a bid to 
include yellow poplar(Liriodendron tulipifera) which were introduced from the U.S. and 
grow as fast as poplars in Korea. And Korea Forest Service recommended to plant 
them on the suitable sites throughout the country. The Commission collaborated with 
Korea Forest Research Institute on "Growth and Early Selection Age in Liriodendron 
tulipifera" in 2011. 
    (c)  Korea Poplar Commission has been fully operated by the donated fund without 
any subsidy from the government. In earlier times of the Commission there was a lot of 
donation, because the government had driven nation's campaign to plant trees on the 
devastated lands. Nowadays Korea has full of trees on the mountains and hills and 



nobody donates any money to the Commission. That makes the Commission difficult. 
Now the Commission is trying to extend collaboration work with the government 
agencies on the fast growing species. By doing so, we can earn some money for 
running the Commission. The Commission desperately needs the government support.  
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