
 

Seminar 
 

“From ACP-FLEGT to EU FAO FLEGT: scaling up efforts to improve forest 

governance” 

Brussels – 25 June 2013 
 

Background 
 

The Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade Support Programme for African, Caribbean 
and Pacific countries (ACP-FLEGT Support Programme) is a four year initiative and collaborative 
effort between the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the European 
Commission and the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (ACP) to address forest law 
enforcement, governance and trade (FLEGT) issues in ACP member countries. It is a demand-
driven programme designed to provide financial and technical assistance to local stakeholder 
groups (including government institutions, civil society and private sector organizations) to put the 
FLEGT Action Plan into practice and to support the collection, analysis and dissemination of FLEGT-
related information and experiences among stakeholder groups.  
 
Between 2008 and 2012, the ACP-FLEGT Support Programme supported over 100 pilot initiatives 
in 32 countries, testing new methodologies and approaches for improving forest governance. By 
and large, most of these projects boasted successful outcomes which will likely serve as useful 
lessons for other local stakeholders as they pursue FLEGT-related activities in the years to come.  
The Programme also contributed to the FLEGT Action Plan in a number of ways, such as generating 
knowledge and awareness on FLEGT among stakeholders, increasing stakeholder participation in 
local forest governance and trade issues and supporting the Voluntary Partnership Agreement 
process, among others.  
 
Despite progress in addressing FLEGT related issues, challenges remain. In light of this, FAO and 
the European Union are scaling up through the EU FAO FLEGT Programme, a follow-on programme 
to the ACP-FLEGT Support Programme. The new programme continues to provide support to local 
stakeholder groups in Africa, but is expanded to support stakeholders in Asia and Latin America to 
implement the FLEGT Action Plan. 

 
Objective 

 
This one day seminar will present the main achievements, results and contributions of the ACP-
FLEGT Support Programme to improving forest governance through the perspectives and 
experiences of ACP-FLEGT projects. 



 
 

Participants 
 
Approximately 70 participants are expected to attend the event. Participants include ambassadors 
of the ACP Secretariat, the European Commission, and representatives from government 
institutions, civil society and private sector organizations from projects funded by the ACP-FLEGT 
Support Programme.  

 
Organizers 
 
The seminar is organized by FAO, through the Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade 
Support Programme for African, Caribbean and Pacific countries (ACP-FLEGT Support 
Programme). 

 
Languages 
 

The seminar will be held both in French and English. Simultaneous interpretation services will be 
available in both languages. 
 

Venue 
 

The conference will take place at Hotel NH du Grand Sablon. 
 

Registration 
 
Participation is by invitation only. 
 



 
 

Provisional agenda 

 

 

Tuesday 25 June 
 

 

10h30 – 11h00  Registration and coffee upon arrival 

 

11h00 – 11h15  Opening remarks  

ACP secretariat  

European Commission 

FAO  

 

11h15 – 11h45 ACP-FLEGT Support Programme: a contribution to the FLEGT process  

(Robert Simpson, ACP-FLEGT Programme Manager) 

 

11h45 – 13h00  Session 1: Programme’s contributions in non-VPA countries 

Chair: Sophie Lemaitre, FAO 

Developing a national FLEGT strategy: Uganda’s experience (Martin 

Asiiwme, WWF)  

Studying Timber flows: Nigeria’s experience (Tom Fameso, Federal 

Department of Forestry)  

Controlling trans-border illegal logging: Belize’s experience (Rafael 

Manzonero, Friends for Conservation and Development)  

Questions and answers 

   

13h00 – 14h00  Lunch 

 

14h00 – 14h15   Movie projection: Road to Legality 

 

14h15 – 15h45  Session 2: Programme’s contributions in VPA countries 

Chair: Yvonne Sansa, Democratic Republic of Congo, Commission Technique APV  

Initiative for transparency and combating corruption in the forest sector: 

Cameroon’s experience (Rodrigue Ngonzo, FODER) 

Including civil society in the VPA process: Ghana’s experience (Alex Asare, 

Resource Management Support Centre)  

VPA lessons learned: Republic of Congo’s experience (Joachim Kondi, 

Cellule de Légalité et Traçabilité) 

Questions and answers 

 

15h45 – 16h15 The way forward with EU FAO FLEGT (Robert Simpson, EU FAO FLEGT Programme 

Manager) 

 

16h15 – 16h30 Closing remarks 

 

16h30 Wine reception 


