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inFO News 48 – October 2017   

Central Africa sets its sights on scaling up community-based 
forestry 

Central Africa’s forests are one of the continent’s most prized natural assets, covering about 300 

million hectares of the land mass and with 0.70 percent classified as community-based (CBF). 

However, without real devolution of power, local peoples will not be able to achieve desired CBF 

outcomes, as was recognized at a major meeting that considered CBF’s effectiveness in the sub-

region and the action needed for its expansion.  

Read more in the summary of the Expert meeting on the effectiveness of community-based 

forestry in Central Africa, held from 19–20 September 2017 in Brazzaville, Republic of Congo, co-

organized by the host country with FAO and the Commission of Central African Forests (COMIFAC), 

Also read the meeting’s Final Communiqué and visit the FAO Community-based Forestry website. 

Read more summary  

Fifty participants representing the 

forest administrations of the nine 

member countries of the Central 

African Forest Commission 

(COMIFAC) met in Brazzaville, 

Republic of Congo, in September to 

assess the extent and effectiveness 

of community-based forestry (CBF) 

in Central Africa in reducing 

poverty, increasing food security 

and improving livelihoods, within 

the overall objective of meeting 

the targets of the Sustainable 

Development Goals.  

Organized by the Ministry of Forest Economy, Republic of Congo, in partnership with FAO and 

COMIFAC, the meeting provided the COMIFAC countries – Burundi, Cameroun, Chad, Central 

African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Republic of Congo, and 

©FAO/Christian Manthe. FAO Representative in the Republic of Congo, Mrs Suze Percy 
Filippini, and the Minister of Forest Economy, Republic of Congo, H.E. Rosalie Matondo, 
shaking hands shortly after the official opening of the CBF expert meeting, to mark 
effective cooperation for the attainment of the Sustainable Development Goal objectives.  

http://www.comifac.org/sites/default/files/actualit%C3%A9s/Communique%20final%20atelier%20foresterie%20participative%20AC%20VF_200917.pdf
http://www.fao.org/forestry/participatory/en/
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Sao Tomé & Principe – with a significant opportunity to share their experiences and lessons 

learned. Representatives of national and international NGOs – Client Earth, Rainforest Foundation 

UK, National Network of Women and Climate of Congo, Comptoir juridique junior de Congo – and 

academia, the University of Liege, Belgium, also participated, helping to broaden and enrich the 

discussions.  

 
 
©FAO/Christian Manthe. Community-based forestry experts from the Central African sub-region with H.E. the Minister of Forestry 
Economy, Republic of Congo, and the FAO Representative in the Republic of Congo, shortly after the opening of the CBF expert meeting. 

 

Brazzaville roadmap on community-based forestry 

After a series of presentations illustrating successful examples of CBF in the sub-region, 

participants gathered in group working sessions to flesh out a set of priority actions to help 

overcome the obstacles that are impeding CBF from achieving its full potential at both country and 

sub-regional level. Motivated by a solution-focused agenda, delegates were fully engaged in two 

days of discussions and sharing of ideas, which concluded successfully with the production of the 

Brazzaville roadmap. Under an indicative timeline, the roadmap sets out a clear path of priority 

actions to be taken by all stakeholders in order to strengthen and scale up community-based 

forestry in the sub-region. 
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©FAO/Christian Manthe. Mr Jean-Claude Nguinguiri, Forestry Officer, FAO, Rome, facilitating a session during the CBF expert meeting.   

The draft Brazzaville roadmap will be presented for endorsement at the Congo Basin Forest 

Partnership and the COMIFAC Council of Ministers to be held before the end of the year. Some of 

its key priorities include to: 

 Develop a clear vision of community-based forestry (CBF) at national level.  

 Create an enabling regulatory environment. 

 Go beyond the “community-forest” regime. 

 Create a bureaucratic environment that can support the implementation of CBF. 

 Promote the adoption of viable technology to establish and manage forests sustainably and 

optimize productivity. 

 Develop the capacity of government officials and NGO staff to assist local communities to 

manage their forests sustainability and to benefit from their endeavours. 

 Conduct periodically the assessment of the extent and effectiveness of CBF. 

 

Read more about the Expert meeting on the effectiveness of community-based forestry in Central 

Africa, held from 19–20 September 2017 in Brazzaville, Republic of Congo, co-organized by the 

host country with FAO and the Commission of Central African Forests (COMIFAC).  

 

Final communique: 

Réunion d’experts sur l’efficacité de la foresterie participative en Afrique Centrale  

 

http://www.comifac.org/sites/default/files/actualit%C3%A9s/Communique%20final%20atelier%20foresterie%20participative%20AC%20VF_200917.pdf
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Relevant publications 

 FAO Forestry Paper 176: Forty years of community-based forestry 

 La gestion inclusive des forêts d’Afrique centrale 

 Communautés locales et utilisation durable de la faune en Afrique centrale 

 Local communities’ and indigenous peoples’ rights to forests in Central Africa : from 

hope to challenge  

 

Websites: 

 Sustainable Development Goals 

 Commission of Central African Forests (COMIFAC) 

 FAO Forestry Community-based Forestry  

 

 

FAO Forestry, October 2017 

http://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/b7c18106-c19d-412f-bd77-a35a2aee00b5/
http://www.fao.org/3/a-c0222f.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7447f.pdf
http://www.cifor.org/library/4116/local-communities-and-indigenous-peoples-rights-to-forests-in-central-africa-from-hope-to-challenges/
http://www.cifor.org/library/4116/local-communities-and-indigenous-peoples-rights-to-forests-in-central-africa-from-hope-to-challenges/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.comifac.org/en/
http://www.fao.org/forestry/participatory/en/

