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About the EUSTAFOR

• Established in 2006;

• Located in Brussels, Belgium 
• 66 rue du Luxembourg
• the European Forestry House;

• Non-profit International 
organization;

• Membership is open to state forest 
organizations from all EU member 
states as well as European 
counties outside the EU – currently 
28 members.



EUSTAFOR’s members in nutshell

• Total forest area ~ 46 Mha (27% of 
EU forest area)

• Protected forest area ~ 10 Mha
• Certified forest area ~ 28 Mha 

(PEFC, FSC)

• Annual increment ~ 155 Mm3 

• Annual harvest ~ 117 Mm3 (2007)

• Number of employees ~ 113 100



Objectives of climate change



• The European Council’s commitment to reduce the overall 
greenhouse gas emissions of the Community by at leas t 20% 
below 1990 levels by 2020.

• By 2050, global greenhouse gas emissions should be reduced by at 
least 50% below their 1990 levels. All sectors of the economy 
should contribute to achieving these emission reductions.



• The forestry sector plays a key role in the mitigation  of climate 
change by acting as carbon sinks . Forestry can make a very 
significant contribution to a low-cost global mitigation portfolio that 
provides synergies with adaptation and sustainable development.

• “ In the long-term, sustainable forest management strategy aimed at 
maintaining or increasing forest carbon stocks, while producing an 
annual yield of timber, fibre, or energy from the fores t, will 
generate the largest sustained mitigation benefit” (IPCC –2007).



Key challenges and our current focus



• Avoiding deforestation and increasing forest area – afforestation 
and reforestation activities;

• Maintaining and increasing the sequestration rate of existing 
forests – appropriate silvicultural techniques, fire management, 
protection against insects, choosing of economically adapted highly 
productive species, minimizing losses of soil carbon;

• Increasing off-site carbon stocks in wood products and  
enhancing product and fuel substitution – promotion of wood, 
developing wood energy markets; 

• Reducing use of fossil fuels in forestry sector.



Putting efficient co-operation in place



First step is communication!

• Internal
– Guidlines for carbon sequestration in European State Forests
– Up-dating members on the EC « climate package » and 

facilitating exchange of best practises
• External

– Co-operation with CEPF, NFF, FECOF
– Information exchange with other public forest managers 
– Participation in development of national/regional wood 

mobilisation strategies
– Participation in the MCPFE process - developing new criteria 

and guidelines  with special focus on climate change



Thank you for your attention!


