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ü Producing information and knowledge in order to alert decision 

makers and stakeholders to the challenges both environmental and 

sustainable development -related in the Mediterranean,

ü Drawing up scenarios for the future to assist in the decision making 

process.

An international centre 

which, in the framework 

regional cooperation, is 

entrusted with:

Plan Bleu

A Regional Activity Centre of the UNEP/ Mediterranean Action Plan 

× 21 countries and the EU, 

Parties to the Barcelona 

Convention

×A shared responsibility 

on their common good : 

the sea and coastal areas



3

Mediterranean forests and woodlands

Challenges for the forestry sector

Challenges for the forestry sector:

× Poverty alleviation and socio-economic development of rural areas

× Food security for local inhabitants (incl. non -wood forest products, wood

energy and timber for building)

× Management of natural resources (biodiversity , landscape quality , water 

resources conservation, fight against desertification , erosion & fire ) 

37% of lands in the North, 14% of lands in the South & 5% in the East
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Mediterranean forests

A key to sustainable development

The ongoing trends can be changed by:

× Integrating forest policies into overall land management policies

× Through consultation between all stakeholders:

Identify conflicts of interest , redefine priorities , draw up collective rules of 

uses, funds allocation for sustainable �P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�«

× Improving the forestry sector contribution to sustainable development

all the more important given the many functions woodlands can

provide


