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1. General comments on the Draft of the Rome Declaration on Nutrition.
	
We welcome the current Draft of the Rome Declaration on Nutrition.  We have a few suggestions for how it could be improved. These are intended to:
- make it clear that production methods need to be acceptable to consumers and take account of social and cultural aspects
- stress the importance of consumer choice over production methods 
- give greater emphasis to food marketing not undermining efforts to protect and promote healthy diets
- require cross-cutting food policies
- include a way of monitoring progress
Furthermore, we call on the WHO to initiate work on a Framework Convention to promote and protect healthy diets.







2. Specific comments on the paragraphs related to the multiple threats that malnutrition poses to sustainable development (paragraphs 4-10).



3. Specific comments on the vision for global action to end all forms of malnutrition (paragraphs 11-12). 
12 (d) – include after ‘other sectors’: that take account of consumer acceptability.
12 (g) – add reference to chemical contamination 
12 new (h) – add a paragraph: ‘food systems, associated government policies and market actors should recognise the importance of ensuring the cultural and social acceptability of food production methods and consumers’ right to make informed choices about what they eat’



4. Specific comments in the appropriate fields relating to these commitments (paragraph 13):

Commitment a): eradicate hunger and all forms of malnutrition, particularly to eliminate stunting, wasting and overweight in children under 5 and anemia in women; eliminating undernourishment and reversing rising trends in obesity;
13 (a) – at the end of the sentence add ‘and other diet-related NCDs’

Commitment b): reshape food systems through coherent implementation of public policies and investment plans throughout food value chains to serve the health and nutrition needs of the growing world population by providing access to safe, nutritious and healthy foods in a sustainable and resilient way;
13 (b) – add ‘that is acceptable to consumers’
13 new para after (b) – to ensure that marketing communications and information that is provided to consumers is consistent with this aim and tackle marketing communications that undermine efforts to promote safe, nutritious and healthy foods particularly to children.

Commitment c): take leadership to shape and manage food systems and improve nutrition by strengthening institutional capacity, ensuring adequate resourcing and coordinating effectively across sectors;
13 (c ) – after capacity add ‘adopting coherent cross-governmental food policies’

Commitment d): encourage and facilitate contributions by all stakeholders in society and promote collaboration within and across countries, including North-South, South-South and triangular cooperation;


Commitment e): enhance people’s nutrition, including people with special needs, through policies and initiatives for healthy diets throughout the life course, starting from the early stages of life, before and during pregnancy, promoting and supporting adequate breast feeding and appropriate complementary feeding, healthy eating by families, and at school during childhood;




Commitment f): adopt and implement a Framework for Action that should be used to monitor progress in achieving targets and fulfilling commitments;

Commitment g): integrate the objectives of the Framework for Action into the post-2015 development agenda including a possible global goal on food security and nutrition. 


5. We would also appreciate your vision on policies, programmes and investment that might help translate such commitments into action. 

We suggest the following edits:
Paragraph 14 (about FAO and WHO co-operation and support), add: ‘and develop a mechanism to monitor progress on meeting these commitments every 2 years to their governing bodies.’
New ‘15’ – We call on WHO to initiate work on a Framework Convention to promote and protect healthy diets.
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