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II. INTRODUCTION OF THE TOPIC 
 
Dear Forum Members,  
In 2008, during the Nairobi International Trade Fair, Kenya’s Minister of Agriculture Hon. William 
Ruto (he has since been transferred to another ministry) wondered aloud why the excellent 
demonstrations of healthy looking crops and animals are not replicated in the farms across the 
country. His remarks pointed to an existing gap between agricultural researchers, extension 
officers and farmers. Farmers do not use proven farming practices either because it does not 
reach them or the information is packaged in a way that it is not easily understood, making 
application difficult. 
Broadcast media plays a big role in disseminating information about innovations in agricultural 
technologies and practices while seeking to engage farmers and stakeholders in interactive 
discussions. 
Let me share our experience at The Organic Farmer (TOF) magazine – a monthly publication - 
and radio program – a weekly feature. We publish stories of environmentally friendly farming 
practices, technologies and innovations; products of research and creative solutions that farmers 
use to address challenges in their farms. We receive lots of questions and inquiries from farmers 
for clarifications and/or requests for inputs, contacts of the sources of our information for follow up 
and so on. 
However, one challenge remains. Farmers will most certainly ask for a practical on-farm 
demonstration of a given technology or practice. Now, that is beyond my mandate as a 
broadcaster or in this case an information service. In such a situation, the best I can do is to refer 
the farmer to a farmer training institution, NGO promoting the technology or if I’m lucky to know 
an extension officer in that locality then I would give him or her the contacts of the farmer and vice 
versa. If not the farmer is left high and dry! 
This experience tells us that there is need for a link or a working relationship of some sort 
between the broadcaster, extension officer and the farmer. That if such an arrangement is built, it 
goes a long way in hastening uptake of appropriate technologies, creating opportunities for 
discourse and information exchange between farmers and researchers. The big challenge is how 
to do go about this! 
This discussion is intended to call forth; 
 

1) Thoughts on the nature of relationship between broadcast media (in this case 
radio), extension workers and farmers. What it is now, what it ought to be? 

2) Experiences of projects, programmes; what others are doing; challenges, 
successes and impact.  

3) Ideas of how to build and sustain and/or strengthen these vital linkages.  
 

Thank you to all who will contribute as I look forward to an interesting and enlightening 
discussion. 
John Cheburet, TOF Radio 
Nairobi, Kenya.  
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III. LIST OF CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Contribution by Joseph Opio-Odongo from Sustainable Development Services, Uganda  
 
Dear John, 
 
I am glad you have raised this issue for discussion. As you very well recognize, the radio can at 
best raise awareness that needs to be followed by demonstrations and trials in situations where 
farmers get interested in the new information, knowledge and technologies.  
 
The transition from awareness to trials and eventual adoption of new practices depends on the 
existence and effectiveness of networks of extension service that are adequately linked to the 
research system. 
 
Unfortunately, in many poor countries the extension services are rarely adequate and neither do 
they have effective functional relationships with the research systems. Logistical support to the 
extension personnel also tends to be inadequate.  
 
Nevertheless, in my locality here I have been highly impressed by the efforts that the local radio 
talk shows have made in creating fora where researchers and extension workers provide and 
discuss information on new crops varieties or animal breeds or technologies and respond to 
farmers who use their cell phones to raise issues on which they need clarification. 
 
Farmers are usually directed to individuals or NGOs within their communities for further 
assistance. Indeed a combination of rural radios and cell phones has yet to be effectively utilized 
in promoting agricultural development (both production and marketing). 
 
I also recall the FAO-sponsored radio discussion groups in Asia in the 1960s and 1970s that 
enabled farmers and extension workers to discuss new farming information that would have been 
shared with them through the radio. Someone in FAO who is more conversant with that 
programme could provide information on lessons learned and good practices for your 
consideration. 
 
Joseph Opio-Odongo 
Director, Sustainable Development Services (SDS) 
Uganda 
 
 
Contribution by Kevin Gallagher from FAO, Sierra Leone  
 
For a short comment from Sierra Leone, most of the projects provide two inputs to radio. First is a 
petrol payment to support interviews with extension officers and farmers live in discussion panels. 
Second is to support radio journalists to visit field activities such as farmer field schools and 
honey workshops to record contents and interviews in the field to be played back later on radio 
sessions. Radio has an important reinforcement and motivational role for agriculture getting out 
some good ideas and doing ‘farmer to farmer’ at a distance sharing experiences. Of course it is 
still difficult to replace good hands on training or direct observation with radio but interviews 
certainly are very motivational. 
 
Kevin Gallagher 
FAO Sierra Leone 
 
 
Contribution by KV Peter from India  
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Akashvani (All India Radio, Ed.) of the Indian Ministry of Information broadcasting broadcasts 
Kissan (Farmers) programme in all the 14 languages of India.  
 
In fact Akashvani is the main source of information to rural and inaccessible areas. The areas of 
broadcasts are  
 
1. Package of good agricultural practices 
2. Discussion between farmers and agricultural experts  
3. Agricultural produces prices  
4. Markets  
5. Series on crops, poultry etc. 
 
Responses of farmers are recorded and incentives given to the best listeners. The series are later 
compiled into books. Each series like spices, plantation crops etc are sponsored by respective 
commodity boards. All India Radio remains the best source of information to farmers. There are 
issues like time of broadcasting suitable to farmers, language used by the resource persons and 
the very information immediately needed.  
 
There are M.Sc and Ph.D thesis on effectiveness of broadcasting submitted to Kerala Agriculture 
University, Tamilnadu Agricultural University, University of Agricultural Sciences of Bangalore etc. 
 
Narrowcasting is also done to meet the information requirement of main farming areas. 
 
K V Peter 
 
 
Contribution by Benjamin Addon from Syracuse University School of Information Studies, 
USA 
 
This is an interesting topic John, especially looking at the background you gave. I am currently 
working on ways of addressing the gap you have mentioned.  
 
For a quick response, I think the rural radio broadcaster and the agricultural extension officer 
(AEO) have different roles in this process. But at the moment, their roles are mixed up in most if 
not all the countries that are still using the national agricultural extension services. I think we need 
to re-define the role of the AEOs and all other intermediary organizations playing similar role. 
Once that is done, the link you are talking about can be forged between them. 
 
I am at the moment re-conceptualizing Klerkx framework of innovation brokers to apply it to our 
situation especially in Africa. I am looking at the roles of each of the intermediary 
organization/individual (including the broadcaster and the AEO) working between the local farmer 
and the researcher and classifying them into these four categories - "demand articulation", 
"network formation", "process management", and "supply activation". Each of these categories 
has detail definition.  
 
Now, John where do you find yourself, information centres, etc? Where do you place AEO or the 
local NGO? Where do you position the private sector organizations - input dealers? Etc. 
 
On another note, there is an interesting project being developed in Ghana by a "Knight 
Development Journalism Fellow" in collaboration with Joy FM on "Development Journalism" that 
has similar agenda with your work.  
 
Let's hear from others. 
 
 
Ben 
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Contribution by Edward Mutandwa from RDA, Rwanda  
 
Dear FSN Members, 
 
I would like to respond to this interesting topic on the role of rural radio on rural development.  
 
I will use the Rwandan experience to support some of my views. Firstly, it is clear that print and 
electronic media such as newspapers, magazines, newsletter, radio and TV are important 
vehicles for transmitting agricultural information to rural farmers. In the Rwandan context, use of 
print media is not very effective because only a few people have attained primary education 
hence are not able to read. The government therefore mostly uses weekly radio programs, 
through the Ministry of Agriculture (MINAGRI) to discuss about critical issues affecting rural 
farmers. In terms of coverage, use of radio is effective because many rural people own small 
radios and there is a culture of listening to the radio among people. Many rural people also have 
cell phones and it implies farmers have the opportunity to ask or inquire about certain issues in 
agriculture. I agree with the topic raiser that ultimately farmers would like to see field 
demonstrations. In Rwanda there is a development program called UBUDEHE which uses 
demonstrations as means of technology dissemination. Such innovations include agro-forestry, 
radical and progressive terraces and construction of cows sheds under another program called 
One Cow per poor household. Adoption of technology is satisfactory to high because of the effect 
of a combination of tools that include field demonstrations, radio programs and use of extension 
workers. Agricultural production has been increasing over the years as shown by statistics from 
MINAGRI. I think that a model that integrates and balances all these extension methods is likely 
to be more effective in technology adoption in rural areas. Otherwise, it’s good to back after a 
brief break. 
 
Edward Mutandwa 
RDA, Rwanda 
 
 
Contribution by  Emily Arayo, Farm Radio International’s action project, Uganda 
 
Dear all, 
 
I am Emily Arayo working with Farm Radio International’s action project – AFRRI the African 
Farm Radio Research Initiative. I work as the National Research Coordinator for Uganda. 
 
Our action research is finding out how radio can be an effective and sustainable tool in 
communication food security issues to small holder farmers in Africa. Our second research 
question is to find out how ICT can enhance the effectiveness of radio in communicating to small 
holder farmers issues of food security. 
 
From the 3 discussion topics, 
 
1)       Thoughts on the nature of relationship between broadcast media (in this case radio), 
extension workers and farmers. What it is now, what it ought to be 
 
2)       Experiences of projects, programmes; what others are doing; challenges, successes 
and impact. 
 
3)       Ideas of how to build and sustain and/or strengthen these vital linkages. 
 
On topic 1) certainly there ought to be a strong link between the farmers, radio broadcasters and 
the extension workers. However, I wish to include the fourth player who is the market. This 
relationship should be in a circular linkage because the four are dependent on each other. 
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On topic 2) I wish to share with you my experiences, challenges, successes and impact of the 
relationship between the radio, farmer and extension. 
 
In Uganda we work with a partner radio station called Kagadi Kibaale Community Radio (KKCR), 
which is part of a bigger development setting known as the Uganda Rural Development and 
Training Center (URDT). This centre upholds the idea of a holistic approach to human 
development. They have programmes on Education (Primary, secondary, tertiary and University), 
Agriculture& land use, value addition of produce, human Rights programmes and communication 
and documentation of which the radio falls. 
 
The URDT approach is based on improving the rural communities by empowering them with 
extension services in agriculture, imparting to them knowledge through the radio and linking them 
to markets. However, they have to reach a level of self sufficiency before marketing produce. 
 
From my experience, the farmers, extension and traders all meet to share ideas on radio; in fact 
radio is the centre pin of all the players. Albeit radio broadcasters are also involved in farming, 
marketing (MIS) and obtaining information from farmers. 
 
Prior to joining AFRRI I worked with agricultural institution, where farmers were closer to the 
extension compared to the radio broadcasters similarly extension seldom shared their 
experiences with broadcasters neither would they freely talk on radio. 
 
Today the story is very different. From the capacity building AFRRI offers broadcasters, they have 
changed their approach to a more participatory and inclusive way where they feel free to interact 
with farmers and extension staff. This has given opportunity for farmers’ voices to be aired on 
radios and their experiences are being shared with all listens.  
 
Similarly, extension staff are free to talk on radio and their content is held in high consideration 
because they are the ones in charge of farming. Broadcasters are simply moderators; they are 
not the content specialists any more. This approach has generated a lot of knowledge and 
interest that has benefited our farmers in understanding issues of food security better than it was 
before AFRRI intervention. 
 
The Marketing Information services run on the radios have been very educative to farmers and 
traders to the extent that traders and more friendly to farmers because they negotiate from a point 
of knowledge of prices, which they listen to from the radio. 
 

Radio 

Extension 

Market Farmer 
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The impact is that the radio station has become an excellence centre and a point where all 
players converge. It is the hub of knowledge because all players join in to share ideas and 
generate newer ones as they interact. 
 
The above linkages can be sustained by participation, mutual understanding and respect for each 
other. All players in the circle are very important and should respect each other for continuity. 
Above all there should be a common interest that ties all players together, which is improved 
livelihood through proper delivery of service. When farmers do not produce then there is no food 
to sell so the market is redundant. When there is a crop or livestock disease outbreak then radio 
needs to alert farmers and extension for action to take place otherwise with out the radio there 
would be no control hence loss of produce. Without the extension services, there is less 
production and direction of enterprise choice, veterinary attention and direction to value addition. 
 
Emily Arayo 
 
Farm Radio International’s action project http://www.farmradio.org/english/partners/home.asp  
AFRRI the African Farm Radio Research Initiative 
National Research Coordinator for Uganda 
 
 
Contribution by Umesh Pandey from the School of Good Governance and Policy Analysis, 
India  
 
Dear Friends 
 
The issue raised by the Emily Arayo (previous contributor to this discussion, Ed.) is a very 
relevant and I feel that there is a great need to share good practices being followed all over the 
world on this vital topic. The radio is a very promising tool to transfer knowledge to the grassroots 
due to following two reasons: 
 
1. It is very handy, cost effective and has effective reach even in most disadvantaged rural and 
tribal areas. Farmers can study and participate in interactive programmes even while they are 
working in the fields. 
 
2. Non availability of electricity will not be a major hassle for using radio by poor farmers.  
 
3. The local requirements can be fulfilled by radio stations with a coverage of 80-100 km. In most 
of the tribal and rural set ups in developing countries the local dialects vary within a distance of 
50-60 km and therefore small radio stations catering to local requirements to transfer skills to 
farmers can be used with locally available expertise. It can immensely help the extension workers 
of Government who can effectively reach out to farmers from a distance. 
 
As Regional Director of Indira Gandhi National Open University (India) during 2005-2008, I had 
an opportunity to manage a FM educational radio station in Jabalpur (India) .This radio station 
had a major objective to cater to the educational requirements of the community with in a circle of 
about 80-100 km around Jabalpur town. Most of this area was rural  
 
However we had a unique advantage that Jabalpur town had an Agriculture University and also 
two research institutes on medicinal plants. I utilised the radio for specific time slot to broadcast 
live interactive programmes on agriculture and medicinal plants. We had an encouraging 
experience and found that farmers used to participate in the programmes enthusiastically. 
 
The Farmers, extension workers, scientists and marketing agencies need to have an effective 
networking for a working relationship and radio can a very effective mean to bring about this 
linkage through interactive broadcast. 
 
With regards 

http://www.farmradio.org/english/partners/home.asp
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Dr U C Pandey 
Director (Knowledge Management) 
School of Good Governance and Policy Analysis 
 
 
Contribution by Unai Kontxa Olabarrieta from the World Rural Forum, Spain 
 
My name is Unai Kontxa Olabarrieta and I am the Communication Desk Coordinator at the World 
Rural Forum (www.ruralforum.net).  
 
The WRF is a non-lucrative Association of an international nature, whose activities are carried out 
in a world context. It defines itself as a network which amply covers FOUR continents and is 
formed by farmers and rural associations, research institutes, etc. committed to the achievement 
of sustainable and equitable development, particularly in the field of rural development. 
 
Currently we are promoting a rural journalist´ network. We know that journalists who work in the 
rural areas have a lot of problems to get their message reach the media. For this reason, at WRF 
we are promoting this network to share in all directions our news and our knowledge. 
 
Our project has two legs. Firstly, we want to push a sharing about our knowledge concerning the 
different journalist tools. There are a lot of free software tools to edit magazines and videos, to 
classify pictures etc.  
 
The Second leg is to share news. We are going to use a “blog roll” program for that. Every 
webmaster could install a “window” in their website receiving the shared news. The login to the 
system is going to be through the WRF´ website. 
 
This project is open to all the communicators; if you want to join it send us an email: 
uconcha@ruralforum.net.  
  
Unai Kontxa Olabarrieta 
Komunikazio Arloko Arduraduna 
Responsable del Área de Comunicación 
Comunication Desk Coordinator 
Coordinateur Secteur Comunication 
uconcha@ruralforum.net 
www.ruralforum.net 
 
 
Contribution by Jeanpaul Ntezimana from Radio Salus, Rwanda  
 
Dear FSN members, 
 
Thank you for this interesting discussion. I would like to thank you, John, initiator of this 
discussion.  
 
In fact, I am agriculture and environment reporter and I work in Rwanda. What I can tell you is 
that I have the same concern with the initiator of this discussion. Mass media organs, mainly 
radio stations are very important in information dissemination. Farmers in developing countries 
listen to radio. Agriculture extension workers try their best. However, there is not a real link 
between these people to help farmers. 
 
What I think should be done is to change the approach. Because now we have community radio 
stations, we should have community extension workers working with radio broadcasters. 
 

http://www.ruralforum.net/
mailto:uconcha@ruralforum.net
mailto:uconcha@ruralforum.net
http://www.ruralforum.net/
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Other option is that agriculture project designers should consider very much communication: 
mass communication and social communication to combine the two to help farmers. This is what I 
may call "Integrated communication project". I say this because in some agriculture projects, 
communication means staff airtime (their phone communication), Transport, radio airtime to 
advertise what the project has done (Public relations radio program) and even when agriculture 
reporters go to them, they feel attacked and try to protect them selves. 
 
So, agriculture ministries, agriculture research institutions and agriculture projects should review 
their way of popularization of information. They should train agriculture reporter first and work with 
them to reach rural people not from the studios only but with demonstrations on field, in 
communities. However, before this change comes, I would like to encourage all of people who 
work hard to help farmers to develop by information. 
 
Thanks, 
 
J Paul  
Radio Salus 
Rwanda 
 
 
Contribution by Modibo G Coulibaly from AFFRI, Mali 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Farm Radio International has launched a project called African Farm Radio Research Initiative 
(AFFRI). This project is being implemented in 5 countries. Mali is the only francophone country. 
The others are Ghana, Uganda, Tanzania and Malawi. 
In Mali, during the first phase, the project worked on two technologies: the production and use of 
improved compost and the promotion of improved shea butter. 
Implementation was carried out in five regions with different characteristics. 
The results are very encouraging: 
The rate of improved compost production has evolved 25% (baseline AFFRI in 2007 before the 
implementation of the campaign) to 89.6% in some areas. 
 
Find enclosed a PPS Presentation as my contribution to the forum (in French) 
http://typo3.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/fsn/docs/IRRRA_au_Mali.ppt 
and a brief summary prepared by the FSN Forum team (in English) 
http://typo3.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/fsn/docs/AFFRI_in_Mali.doc  
 
I will follow with other contributions on marketing  
Thank you 
 
Modibo Coulibaly G 
National Research Coordinator 
AFFRI Mali 
http://www.farmradio.org/ 
 
 
Original message in French  
 
Bonjour Chers Camarades, 
 
Farm Radio International a initié un projet appelé Initiative de Recherche sur les Radios Rurales 
en Afrique (IRRRA). Ce projet est mis en œuvre dans 5 pays. Le Mali est le seul pays 
francophone. Les autres sont le Ghana, l'Ouganda, la Tanzanie et le Malawi.  
Au Mali, pendant la première phase, le projet a travaillé sur deux technologies: la production et 
l'utilisation du compost amélioré et la promotion du beurre amélioré de karité. 

http://typo3.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/fsn/docs/IRRRA_au_Mali.ppt
http://typo3.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/fsn/docs/AFFRI_in_Mali.doc
http://www.farmradio.org/
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la mise en œuvre s'est effectué dans 5 régions avec des caractéristiques différents. 
Les résultats sont très encourageants: 
le taux de production du compost amélioré a évolué de 25% (étude de base IRRRA en 2007 
avant la mise en œuvre de la campagne) à 89,6% dans certaines zones. 
 
Trouvez ci joint ma contribution pour le forum (en Français) 
http://typo3.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/fsn/docs/IRRRA_au_Mali.ppt 
et un résumé préparé par l’équipe du FSN Forum (en Anglais) 
http://typo3.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/fsn/docs/AFFRI_in_Mali.doc   
 
D'autres contributions suivront concernant la commercialisation 
Merci 
 
Modibo G coulibaly 
Coordinateur National de Recherche  
IRRRA Mali 
http://www.farmradio.org/  
 
 
Contribution by Peter Steele from FAO, Rome 
 
Colleagues,  
 
Radio Networks - Saving Lives 
 
It's not just in the developing countries that radio remains a key means of keeping in contact with 
the farming community - as Jeanpaul Ntezimana of Rwanda writes in his note of 18June10; the 
same holds true for the industrial countries. Working out of an agricultural engineering R&D 
institute a few years back, my colleagues and I would make regularly lunchtime broadcasts to the 
farming community courtesy of national radio. The stringer would make a regular monthly visit to 
the institute, talk with people and catch up with some of the latest R&D developments and, if 
people had the time and interest, tape a number of 5-10 minute interviews based around what 
was going on, what would interest listeners and, what would help inform and guide. The 
interviews always went out at lunchtime to catch the farming community in the house. Much of 
this could best be described as 'technical assistance', but in a small country some of the R&D 
people became well know for their stories and interviews, and people would listen and network 
into the work of the institute. We used to receive invitations from farming groups around the 
country to visit and make presentations, and so on. Sometime we could place key messages. 
 
We had a particularly exciting interview on one occasion - the experience of which has remained 
ever since. A few years back we had an R&D programme based on the large baler; this was just 
coming into the country, and we had purchased one of the first machines available to explore the 
best means of adapting the half tonne round bale for local use. (Much of this was linked to 
feeding a single bale to a mob of 2,000 sheep.) The story is a sad one really, for it concerns a 
farm accident that resulted in the death of the farmer, but this was farm radio working at its best. 
Those of you who know your balers will know that round balers came  in two designs - variable 
diameter and fixed diameter, with the latter comprising a bale chamber that packs the hay in 
loose and then compacts the outer layer as the bale chamber reaches capacity. The point being 
that - in those days - this bale chamber had a wide throat located just above the pickup.  
We often covered farm accidents with novel equipment - trying to work out the 'why, where and 
how' to help prevent similar accidents happening again. In this case the pickup had blocked and 
the clutch had slipped and the baler had ground to a halt with the windrow bulked up between 
tractor and baler. The tractor driver had hopped off the tractor and, without thinking, had kicked 
away at the bulked up hay over the pickup hoping to clear it. You can imagine what happened 
next - the clutch gripped, the pickup started up and, with a mighty whump, hay and tractor driver 
were instantly fed into the bale chamber. There was no way that he could have saved himself - 
things were simply too quick.  

http://typo3.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/fsn/docs/IRRRA_au_Mali.ppt
http://typo3.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/fsn/docs/AFFRI_in_Mali.doc
http://www.farmradio.org/
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At this point the tractor driver was alive - for the bale throat was wide and he had not been 
crushed on entry.  
 
Late for lunch that day, his wife had walked out from the farmhouse and could see the tractor and 
baler standing in the paddock across the valley; she could see the baler turning and hear the 
tractor. Of course, she could not see her husband. Everything looked normal. Thirty minutes later 
the wife looked out again, and could see tractor and baler sitting/rotating in the same place. This 
time she put lunch on hold got the keys to the farm truck and drove out to the paddock. Only 
when she arrived on site did the seriousness of the accident become apparent - she could see 
her husband rotating in the bale chamber as the tractor continued to power the baler. But .. she .. 
did .. not .. know .. how .. to .. stop .. the .. machine. Think this one through - your loved one is 
inside the machine dead or injured, and you do not know what to do about it. Turn the key on a 
diesel tractor and nothing happens; you cannot stop the tractor that way - but she had tried. 
 
The woman was forced to leave husband and baler and return to the farm and call a neighbour. 
Thirty minutes later he was able to stop the tractor and, together, with the paramedics they were 
able to cut the belts from the baler and get her husband out. He was dead. 
 
We called the radio stringer the next day, told him about the accident and got him to come out 
from town. We taped an interview around this incredibly sad accident, with all the immediacy of 
the actual event still affecting us. Years later, I still go 'hot-and-cold' when, in your minds eye you 
can see the baler, farmstead and people involved with the accident. We subsequently designed a 
guard that could be fixed into place over the throat to prevent the same thing happening again but 
this, of course, could not bring back the man who had been killed or reconstruct a damaged 
family.  
 
The interview, however told the story of the accident, but was based on the simplicity of knowing 
how to switch off the tractor - the fuel cut-off that was typical of tractors of those days, that simply 
cut the fuel to the engine to make the tractor stop. No need to separate the baler from the tractor 
- once the engine stops, the power-take-off shaft stops and the baler stops.  
 
We know from the stories that came back to us following our radio broadcast -  weeks and 
months laters - that people throughout the country listening into lunchtime farming that day put 
down their knives and forks, rounded up the whole family and trouped them out of the house and 
into the shed, paddock or garden - to wherever there was a tractor. Everyone in the family - 
granny down to toddler - were shown where the diesel cut-off switch was located, how to pull it 
and how to stop the tractor engine.  
 
It was a radio broadcast that raced around the country and, who knows, may have resulted in any 
number of other lives saved. The woman who lost her husband in the accident, however was left 
with the knowledge that had she known how to switch off the tractor, she may have been able to 
save the life of her husband. Farm accidents in small communities always affect a loved one; and 
most are preventable. People simply don't think. 
 
Farm radio then? As powerful and valuable as it always has been. Everywhere. 
 
Salute everyone. 
 
Peter Steele 
FAO Rome 
18 June 2010 
 
 
Feedback on the discussion by John Cheburet, topic raiser  
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Thank you all for the contributions to this discussion. I can say, so far so good. These 
contributions point to the central place of radio in information dissemination and knowledge 
sharing. The awareness by radio “needs to be followed by demonstrations and trials in situations 
where farmers can get interested in the new information”. Yet this is dependent on the existence 
of effective networks between extension and research. The big question here is who is to set up 
and maintain these networks? 
 
This question also points to the issue of clarifying role of mass media and broadcasters in 
agriculture development. Do these roles differ from context to context or apply across the board? 
 
Peter Steele’s contribution is a vivid description of how radio impacts on people’s lives, or as he 
aptly puts, “saves lives”. It is inspiring to read such a story of radio being real, relevant and 
touching.  
 
How can we make radio be its best, always? 
 
Let’s keep talking. 
 
John Cheburet 
TOF Radio 
Nairobi, Kenya 
 
http://www.organicfarmermagazine.org  
http://www.infonet-biovision.org 
 
 
Contribution by Alhassane Abdou from Radio Alternative, Niger 
  
Hello all  
It’s an honour to share my ideas with you. Relations between farmers, extensionists and media 
are one of the most important points that need maintaining to achieve goals.  
I am a journalist by training and I am currently the chief editor of Alternative Radio, a radio who 
thinks more about rural players. I am also president of an organization working in more extension 
through the media as it is composed entirely journalists, called Youth Development 
Communication Network (JDC). In this organization, our members have had the chance to follow 
several trainings through the French cooperation in particular the IRD (Research Institute for 
Development) who helped us a lot about how a journalist can popularize scientific research to 
help rural actors.  
As a first step we reach researchers on specific topics that we translate in the two most spoken 
languages in Niger and in accessible French, and then we realize magazines that we distribute to 
community radios for broadcasting. We also organized a workshop of several days for facilitators 
of community radios in Niamey to be in contact with the researchers, listen and exchange with 
them directly about the difficulties they encounter in the popularization of researchers ideas. 
The last thing is to establish committees in villages consisting of municipal councillors and 
representatives of the youth, the women, the village elders and the technicians in the field to 
facilitate the extension, gather information assets without moving, facilitate the circulation of 
information and the establishment of working groups at local level. 
It should be noted that all this is livened up trough public emissions that will be followed by the 
entire village on the public square with the facilitator and some questions that will be posed 
followed by some presents to verify the perception of rural actors on a number of issues.   
  
Alhassane Abdou  
Editor of Radio Alternative Niger  
Editor of the newspaper SCIENTIFIQUE 
  
Original message in French  
  

http://www.organicfarmermagazine.org/
http://www.infonet-biovision.org/
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Bonjour à tous 
C'est une fierté pour moi de partager mes idées avec vous. Les relations entre agriculteurs 
vulgarisateurs et médias et l'un de point le plus important qu'il faut pérenniser pour atteindre des 
objectifs. Moi je suis journaliste de formation et je suis presentement le redacteur en chef de la 
Radio Alternative, une des radio qui pense plus aux acteurs ruraux. Je suis aussi président d'une 
organisation qui travail plus dans la vulgarisation a travers les midias car etant composé 
uniquement des journalistes, c'est Réseau Jeunesse –Développement- Communication (JDC). 
Dans cette organisation, nos membre ont eu la chance de suivre plusieurs formation grâce a la 
coopération française en particulier l'IRD (Institut de recherche pour le développement), qui nous 
a beaucoup aidé sur comment un journaliste peut vulgariser des recherches scientifiques 
perceptible d'aider les acteurs ruraux. 
Au début nous partons vers les chercheurs sur des thèmes précis que nous traduisons dans les 
2 langues les plus parlés au Niger et dans un français accessible, ensuite nous réalisons des 
magazines avec que nous distribuons aux radios communautaires pour diffusion. Nous avons 
aussi organisé un atelier de plusieurs jours aux animateurs des radios communautaires à Niamey 
afin d'être en contacte avec les chercheurs, les écouter, échanger directement avec eux sur les 
difficultés qu'ils rencontrent dans la vulgarisation des idées des chercheurs.  
La dernière chose c'est de mettre en place des comités dans les villages composés des 
conseillers municipaux plus des représentants des jeunes des femmes des sages et des 
techniciens en la matière pour faciliter la vulgarisation, avoirs les informations sans se déplacer, 
faciliter la circulation de l'information et des regroupements au niveau local. 
Il faut noter que tout ceci est surtout agrémenté par des émissions publiques qui réunirons tout le 
village dans place publique avec l'animation et des questions qui serons posées suivi de 
quelques cadeau pour voir un peu la perception des acteurs ruraux sur un certain nombre de 
points. 
  
Alhassane Abdou 
Rédacteur en chef de la radio Alternative Niger 
Directeur de publication du journal le SCIENTIFIQUE 
 
 
Contribution by Florence Imaikorit-Oumo from the National Agricultural Reasech 
Organisation, Uganda 
  
Dear All 
  
I am Florence Imaikorit -Oumo, I work as Socio -Economist in one of the research institutes of the 
National Agricultural Reasech Organisation (NARO) in Uganda.  
I m sorry I have not been to contribute for long. However, I have liked this topic. Right now I have 
just completed a baseline survey on the study "Identification and Analysis of Communication 
Strategies for the Packaging and Dissemination of the Research Outputs to Uptake Pathways in 
the National Semi-Arid Resource Research Institute (NaSARRI)". The purpose of the survey was 
to collect baseline information on (i) the strengths and weakness of the existing agricultural 
information sources (ii) level of technology utilisation and (iii) constraints to the utilization and 
adoption of improved technologies. The data is being entered. But at a first glace, the important 
role of radio seems to be already emerging. However, I am looking forwarding to sharing the 
findings. 
  
Florence Imaikorit- Oumo 
Senior Research Officer - Socio Economist  
NaSARRI - NARO 
Uganda 
 
 
Contribution by Helen Hambly Odame from the University of Guelph, Canada 
  
Dear All  
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Thank you for this topic - the title immediately caught my interest because of the work we have 
done in the LARRRA project since 1999 (Linking Agricultural Research and Rural Radio in 
Africa). I will post and share our papers/products from the project. FAO was of course involved in 
the start up of this project. We also partnered with Farm Radio International (then using the name 
DCFRN). 
Here is the project site. http://www.uoguelph.ca/larrra  
A very good example of linking radio to research has also involved the Rocks for Crops Project: 
www.uoguelph.ca/rocks 
  
Thanks 
Helen  
University of Guelph, Canada; 
 
 
Contribution by Emily Arayo Arineitwe from Farm Radio International, Uganda 
  
Hello John and Forum Members. 
  
Thank you for the discussions that are getting very interesting with vivid examples. 
I am Emily Arayo the National Research Coordinator for the African Farm Radio Research 
Initiative in Uganda. 
I enjoy the issues arising form the discussions and I wish to add my voice to Dr. U C Pandey 
Director (Knowledge Management) School of Good Governance and Policy Analysis, Umesh 
Pandey, Modibo Coulibaly National Research Coordinator AFFRI Mali, Peter Steele from FAO, 
Rome, Jeanpaul Ntezimana and Unai Kontxa Olabarrieta.  
There are many livelihood advantages associated with radio and this makes it a poignant mode 
of communication that only needs to be supported by other forms of communication to advance 
its effectiveness. 
The story of the farmer killed by the tractor is just one example of a learning that listeners can 
share on radio. 
None the less, Radio needs to be programmed and messages designed and disseminated at the 
appropriate time. 
In AFRRI we commonly refer to this as the "best set time for listening". This time is not known by 
the broadcasters or extension staff but by the listeners themselves. We engage them in a 
formative survey prior to broadcasting any radio campaign to ascertain the "best set time for 
listening". Short of this, radio will not obtain the right target for its messages. 
Peter Steele from FAO, Rome tells us that “We know from the stories that came back to us 
following our radio broadcast - weeks and months later - that people throughout the 
country listening into lunchtime farming that day put down their knives and forks, rounded 
up the whole family and trouped them out of the house and into the shed, paddock or 
garden - to wherever there was a tractor.” 
The time of the radio broadcast was known to be lunch time. This is the right time for the 
broadcast. There could be many good radio broadcasts out there that are not targeted and so 
broadcasters do not know who is listening to what at what time. Do we know the best time that 
our audiences can have to listen to radio broadcasts?, what could disrupt them?, will they listen 
from beginning to end of a 45 minute broadcast?, what will keep them listening to a specific 
programme for 4 months?. Do they relate with the content of the broadcasts?, do we include their 
voices in the broadcasts?, how about checking on the progress of the radio -are we are aware 
that some communities are not reached by our radio signals? These are key issues for 
broadcasters to ponder. 
I do agree with Jeanpaul Ntezimana from Radio Salus in Butare that there is need for orientation 
of the extension staff and other people working with farmers to communicate at an interpersonal 
level then coin it with radio. This creates a closer rapport and the proximity makes listeners own 
the radio programmes. 
“They should train agriculture reporter first and work with them to reach rural people not 
from the studios only but with demonstrations on field, in communities. However, before 

http://www.uoguelph.ca/larrra
www.uoguelph.ca/rocks
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this change comes, I would like to encourage all people who work hard to help farmers to 
develop by information.” 
This applies not only to agricultural extension staff but more importantly to radio broadcasters. 
If we are to have a greater impact of our communication to the attuned audience, it is apt to 
create a face to face encounter with some of the listeners so that they feel and share their 
concerns with the broadcasters. Of course imagination can be wild albeit, sitting behind a 
microphone and talking to people you know is more rewarding and this receiprocates to the 
listeers. Imagine recording a voice of a farmers in a rural area in the morning and in the evening 
you cue in the voice of this farmers. How encouraging it will be for such a listener! 
Lastly the issue of joint planning is crucial and I agree no less with Dr U C Pandey the Director 
(Knowledge Management) in the School of Good Governance and Policy Analysis. There is need 
to utilize resources jointly to avoid duplication and confusion. Some times it is necessary to plan 
together as stakeholders addressing a similar concern. 
In AFRRI we hold a Radi Campaign Design workshop from which extension staff, government 
researchers, farmer association representatives and radio broadcasters design radio messages 
that will address issues of food security to be broadcast on selected radio stations. This creates a 
strong networking base that enables all stakeholders work together for the benefit of the niche 
audience. 
  
“The Farmers, extension workers, scientists and marketing agencies need to have an 
effective networking for a working relationship and radio can a very effective mean to 
bring about this linkage through interactive broadcast.” 
  
Thank you very much. 
  
Best regards, 
  
Emily Arayo Arineitwe 
 
 
Contribution by Edward Mutandwa from RDA, Rwanda 
  
Dear Colleagues, 
  
I salute the powerful expose and anecdotes presented by Peter Steele from Rome. Peter clearly 
shows us that radio is not only a tool for learning but also even for saving lives. However, I 
have two questions which I could direct to Peter and John pertaining the efficacy of radio as a 
means of information transmission: 
  
1. In your reference to the sad story, you showed us that this was a closed community and that 
when the program was started everyone from toddler to old people would listen to it because 
there was an accident. Under other conditions, for example in Africa, how can we increase 
interest of people to listen to radio programs that affects their lives? 
  
2. In your example, farmers started to be attentive because there was an accident. How can we 
ensure that radio programs are effective, not just talk shows, were people talk so many things? I 
mean use of radio as a platform for real adoption of relevant technology? What are the 
necessary and sufficient conditions for this to work? 
  
For Jean Paul Ntezimana, who happens to work for a radio station, I wanted to know the nature 
of radio coverage for their agricultural program, the extent to which women farmers are 
included in the program and the kind of issues discussed. You know very well that women 
tend to be precluded from most extension programs in Africa.  
  
Thanking you, 
  
Edward Mutandwa 



 17 

RDA, Rwanda 
 
 
Contribution by David Kintu Nkwanga from Nature Palace Foundation, Uganda   
 
Dear all, 
 
Thank you for these interesting contributions. My short experience with a radio project was with 
fishing communities in Uganda. In an assessment we conducted we found out that listeners 
prefer to listen to one of their own. While experts provide technical knowledge, the fisher-peoples' 
decision to listen to a particular program depends much on whether there was a member of their 
community or at least a fisherman on the panel - but not only 'experts'. They were also more 
willing to call in a program if a member from their community was in the studio. This does not 
mean that this person must be known by all, but in the introduction if one was introduced as a 
"fisherman from Banga beach" for example, then fishing communities immediately associated 
with them. Though of course the people who know that person physically would be more touched. 
I hope we can pick some lessons from this, for other communities too. 
 
Another avenue which attracted listeners was the formation of listeners' clubs where voice clips 
or messages from members are aired on radio at planned times.  This worked very well because 
community members would mobilize others to listen to the program so that they could hear their 
voice on radio. 
 
David Kintu Nkwanga 
Nature Palace Foundation 
Uganda 
 
 
Contribution by Gladson Makowa from Mwana Alirenji and Story Workshop, Malawi  
 
Dear all, I am Gladson Makowa a producer of a farmer’s radio magazine locally called Mwana 
Alirenji (food self-sufficient) and Media and Communications Manager at Story Workshop. Story 
workshop is a media non-governmental organisation in Malawi and our motto is to educate 
through entertainment.  
 
I have read number of contributions from friends on this topic. I would like to contribute on how 
can we make sure that farmers listening to and love our programmes. On top of what others have 
said, I want to add on that. Basically after researches and paper work mentioned above we need 
to make sure that those programmes should not just be full of information but they should also be 
entertaining. There should be a balance of entertainment and information. Basically people were 
interested in the tractor issue because it was not hard core subject, but rather was unique, and 
even though it was sad news I can call it entertainment. It was catchy. So we need to present 
agricultural information not in the usual way but try to be original and unique. Use style and things 
which will make people not forget the time and issues discussed. They should fall in love with 
your programme.  
 
The subject of discussion in our programmes needs to be relevant and usable. Give information 
which is needed as new and sometimes as a reminder for their activities. Therefore farm radios 
need to be ahead or within the farming activities calendar. This is to give farmers a chance of 
trying what they have learnt from you. If you tell them issues when the season has already 
passed chances are high that they will forget and very few will try or use that information.  
 
Lastly you can use incentives like putting some competitions in the programme with some small 
relevant gifts to be won if they write you letters or try something and give you feedback. 
 
Gladson  
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Contribution by Jane Sherman, education and nutrition consultant, Italy  
 
I have been most interested in the discussion about rural radio and all the experiences that have 
been described.  
 
I was particularly interested in the questions posed by Edward Mutandwa (previous contributor, 
Ed.) about how one can increase interest in radio, and how interest can be converted into action. 
The story of the tractor suggests one way: drama (real or fictional), and preferably ongoing. I 
remember that the English radio programme The Archers, the world's longest-running soap opera 
with more than 16,000 daily episodes to date, was originally started as a form of agricultural 
extension and still maintain a devoted audience. 
 
I am not an expert in rural radio, but an educator concerned with promoting changes in nutrition 
and health practices. From this perspective I would say that radio has three limitations: it is 
evanescent, it is one-way, and its audience is passive. As with social marketing, of course the 
message has to be well-timed and well-crafted, but this is unlikely to be enough to bring about a 
great deal of permanent change: even well-absorbed and well-rehearsed knowledge seldom in 
itself leads to long-term changes in practice. (This well-documented truth has yet to be 
recognized in most development work!) 
 
To overcome these limitations radio needs (among other things) to make its messages breed, to 
generate interaction and to be linked somehow to actions on the ground (like the meetings and 
workshops described by Alhassane Abdou, previous contributor, Ed.).  
 
So my question is: How can this be done? 
 
Jane Sherman 
 
 
Contribution by Paul von Hartmann, USA  
 
Dear John and friends, 
 
Thank you to all who have contributed to this important discussion.  
 
I invite you to consider the potential for on-line broadcasting, using such tools as BlogTalkRadio. 
For example, I have used BTR to initiate a program that considers many dimensions of hemp 
agriculture, nutrition, economics, agronomy and ecology. 
 
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/  
 
Perhaps others can use this to beneficial result. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Paul von Hartmann 
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/projectpeace 
 
 
Contribution by Luca Servo from FAO, Italy  
 
Dear FSN Forum members,  
 
Please find the link to FAO rural radio website: http://www.fao.org/sd/ruralradio/en/ . This 
webpage will soon be updated with new interactive features; should you wish to be informed of 
the new website release please let me know (luca.servo@fao.org). 

http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/projectpeace
http://www.fao.org/sd/ruralradio/en/
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A relevant FAO publication on rural radio can be found here: The One to watch. Radio, new 
ICTs and interactivity  
 
Best regards,  
 
Luca Servo  
FAO, Italy  
 
 
Contribution by Moses Owiny from Kubere Information Centre, Uganda  
 
Dear Members, 
 
I have read the contributions from other colleagues and I feel also I need to share my experience 
working with rural women farmers in partnership with a community Radio (RADIO APAC) in Apac 
District, Northern Uganda. Here we are implementing an Agricultural information project to the 
rural women farmers using a variety of Information and Communication Technologies, such as 
Mobile phones, Radio and Radio Cassette, Internet, computers, video recorders, world space 
satellite radio etc. 
 
We have a one hour weekly agricultural talk show over Radio Apac where we invite women 
farmers who are experienced in a particular agricultural field and who have emerged as models in 
their communities alongside experts in the relevant subject matter under discussion. The women 
speak for about 15 to 20 minutes and the experts would also speak for almost 10 minutes, then 
another 30 minutes are dedicated for callers outside. We get more than 20 calls in each show 
and much more if the time allocated (1 Hour) permits. 
 
Our experience is that farmers/listeners are more enthusiastic to participate in the radio 
discussion by making phone calls and sending SMS to studio line when the farmers are involved 
in the talk shows alongside experts than when we invite experts alone. 
 
Our office is a multi-dimensional information Center/Resource point offering development 
oriented information with emphasis on Agricultural Information; the Radio talk shows are recorded 
at the radio and reproduced into audio tape copies which are again used during our field 
dissemination meetings with the women farmers and other copies remain at the Center where 
other members of the public can access them at no cost. The talk shows are held into Luo, the 
local Language spoken by the community and translated into English for other members that 
would like to access the information in English. 
 
For more information, kindly visit us on this website: www.kic.wougnet.org 
 
Thank you all and welcome suggestions if any on how we can improve our radio discussions or if 
there are similar experiences elsewhere 
 
Moses Owiny 
Assistant Projects Officer 
Women of Uganda Network (WOUGNET) 
Apac Project Office 
Uganda 
 
 
Contribution by Maria Nakirya from Busoga Rural Open Source & Development Initiative, 
Uganda   
 
Rural or community media play a very important role in dissemination of information to rural 
people. I believe this is the best solution where the people don't listen to the national radio 
because of the kind of programs they broadcast and also because of language problems. 

http://typo3.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/fsn/docs/Radio__New_ICTs_and_Interactivity.pdf
http://typo3.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/fsn/docs/Radio__New_ICTs_and_Interactivity.pdf
http://www.kic.wougnet.org/


 20 

 
Maria  
 
http://www.brosdi.or.ug/ 
 
 
Contribution by Moses Owiny from Kubere Information Centre, Uganda  
 
I greatly agree with you Maria, Community Radios and mobile phones too are one of the fastest 
and the most preferred ICT tools with which information can be disseminated to the rural people 
 
Moses 
 
 
Contribution by Peter Steele from FAO, Italy  
 
Value of Rural Radio - Using Imagination 
 
More than a week has passed since the messages from Edward Mutandwa below, and I have not 
responded to the questions raised. Apologies. Even years later, writing about the story of the 
farm accident with the baler and the value of sharing it with the farming community in the country 
at the time, brings the accident vividly to mind - the beauty of the countryside that day (it was 
haymaking time), the tragedy of  the accident, the possibility that the farmer would have lived had 
the tractor/baler been turned off and more remains  immediately available. Some of you reading 
this will have experienced similar moments; it's this thing about life - and death that we all share. 
And rural radio? This is simply a convenient means of people sharing messages and information - 
communicating with each other if you like. Radio will always have a place given that you can 
listen and do something else; and there are many of us who regularly carry a radio around for 
the entertainment value that it provides during a busy day.  
 
Farming in my community was and remains much of a solitary occupation - people walking the 
hills or driving the paddocks minding stock or cultivation land - and a radio helps to bridge the 
time and fill the day. Not for nothing are some of the regular broadcasters public figures known by 
everyone in the country. But to answer the questions raised by Edward Mutandwa then.  
 
1. In your reference to the sad story, you showed us that this was a closed community and 
that when the program was started everyone from toddler to old people would listen to it 
because there was an accident. Under other conditions, for example in Africa, how can we 
increase interest of people to listen to radio programs that affects their lives? 
 
At the time of my national radio broadcast - now more than 30 years ago - there used to be a 
lunchtime program that catered for farming communities; people coming into the house after the 
morning's work and before going out again in the afternoon. This was the program that we 
targeted with the 'accident/show the family how to switch off the tractor' broadcast. And the radio 
in the kitchen was, typically, on all day. Now you can argue that the same facilities are available 
in the tractor cab or in your pocket. But even then we had good quality portable radios and I, for 
one, would spend the day with a radio headphone set - listening to the news, radio plays, comedy 
and so on. Clearly, there are differences between farm radio broadcasts for the listeners of those 
times, and listeners in Rwanda today; but you can explore what is on offer and adapt and modify 
to suit. Searching www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/... with which to provide a view of 
'farming broadcasts 2010', there is no mention of lunchtime farming sessions; and neither is there 
mention of some equally popular television farming programmes that I used to follow. Times, of 
course, move on. A couple of pointers that may continue, however, cover the topicality of the 
subject for the listener, the popularity of the presenter/programme (both of whom need to be well 
know and respected) and, importantly, the views of the presenter for the importance of a subject, 
etc. for broadcasting. In other words, if he presented it - then people generally knew that it was 
important and worth listening to. This is the value/domaine of the radio producer. 

http://www.brosdi.or.ug/
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/
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2. In your example, farmers started to be attentive because there was an accident. How 
can we ensure that radio programs are effective, not just talk shows, were people talk so 
many things? I mean use of radio as a platform for real adoption of relevant technology? 
What are the necessary and sufficient conditions for this to work? 
 
And much the same pointers roll over into question #2. You can't base a program on 'tragedies 
and farm accidents'; this would simply be too desperate (and probably untenable - and it would 
evenually disuade people from listening). Inevitably, radio programmes are 'talking shops' for this 
is what radio does best - taking the value of the desciptions and asking people to use their 
imagination when they shift words into pictures in their minds. In a small country, however places, 
people and events are frequenly well-know one-to-the-other, and people look forward to listening 
to something which may already be part-known. I mentioned earlier of the invitations received to 
speak and present as a result of broadcasts, articles or brief meetings that people wanted to 
share into their local community; a case of small country - large network. Perhaps there is an 
element of entertainment for all broadcasting - and you need to ensure that the subject matter is 
presented in easy-to-understand and popular language, relate it to the people in the industry 
who may be listening (that they know that you know something about the subject - and are not 
simply 'spoffing' them) and treat the listeners as equals. This is even more important today with 
access to podcasts - for you can listen to the same messages/programmes many times over. 
Before, you listened once and it was gone. 
 
End of this particular FSN debate then - it has been a good one; and much appreciated for the 
many people who have taken part. I have enjoyed following the debate. Well done everyone.  
 
Salute 
Peter Steele 
FAO Rome 
 
 
Contribution by Manoj Singh, India   
 
Dear Members, 
 
ICT plays an important role in dissemination of agriculture information to the farmers whether it’s 
through community radio, mobile phones, sms based system, internet etc. I have worked in 
various projects related to ICT intervention where agriculture extension services were provided to 
farmers through networking with subject matter specialist/ agriculture experts and various other 
stakeholders. NGOs play an important role in acting as catalyst / service provider in such 
systems. I would like to quote an example of various service providers in India such as N-Logue, 
Drishti, Taarahaat, One World South Asia, E-Sagu etc systems where different types of ICT 
based agriculture extension services were provided to farmers in India.  
Some of the key points that should be considered while dealing with such systems: 
 

1. Effective networking amongst various stakeholders such as farmers, agriculture experts, 
NGOs, Govt. Organizations, Agriculture Universities, Farm Produce Traders/ Marketing 
experts is required. 

2. Continuous monitoring and evaluation of the system is required to check its efficiency. 
3. Networking with marketing experts should be given top priority besides production related 

aspects. 
4. Component of post harvest management of the produce should be dealt as separate 

subject. 
5. Quality of the literature should be monitored regularly and should be area specific as 

different areas have different conditions, resources and facilities. 
6. Information pertaining to production should be disseminated in advance before the 

sowing season starts. 
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7. Information pertaining to farm credit components such as agriculture loans, microfinance 
etc should also be a part of the module. 

8. System where face to face interaction between farmer on the field and experts in the 
agriculture university/ institution (through internet/ video call) is one of the most efficient 
system of exchanging information.  

 
For more details, feel free to contact/ discuss. 
 
With Regards, 
 
Manoj Singh 
Agriculture Development Consultant 
India 
 
 
Contribution by Gladson Makowa from Mwana Alirenji, Malawi 
 
The friend from Uganda, Moses has indeed said something which I also observed. Farmers are 
more interested in learning from fellow farmers' experiences. In Mwana Alirenji (a farmer to 
framer radio program I produce, meaning food Self-sufficeint Ed.) Project we visit villages and 
mobilise them. Radio is one component of that. Most of times the radio comes from Farmer to 
farmer lessons. If in one village we have failed to identify good innovative farmers but we have 
brought an agricultural adviser to teach them on their issues at hand, the discussions are not 
lively. There is less interaction between the farmers and the field assistant. But if you manage to 
identify a farmer who overcame the problem which the people of this village are facing, there are 
lively discussions and you are assured of recording a very good programme from that. 
 
Gladson 
Malawi 
 
 
Contribution by Joseph Sekiku from FADECO community radio, Tanzania  
 
Dear Forum Member, 
 
Greetings from FADECO Community Radio, in Karagwe, Kagera region, Tanzania. I am happy to 
join the FSN forum network. One first piece if news from here is that FADECO radio is available 
online live at http://fadeco.youstream.fm I invite you to try to access this and listen to our radio 
although I must confess, the content is largely in swahili.  
 
Regards, 
 
Joseph Sekiku 
 
 
Contribution by Adèle Irénée Grembombo from Institut Centrafricain de Recherche 
Agronomique, Tanzania  
 
All aspects of civil society in rural communities are address by the broadcasts of rural radio.  
Agricultural development should be treated in a specific manner in these emissions. ICTs could 
be a more effective way of tightening the link between research, extension and farmers. The 
problem is that today, some rural areas are not electrified and some agriculture advisers do not 
know how to use the Internet and the farmers have not other means of information. In order to 
strengthen the activities of rural radio, it is desirable that agricultural extension and research 
agencies must have newspapers to inform farmers. The capacity building of agricultural 
development agents for using the Internet is necessary to enable them to inform farmers. It is 
also important to disseminate the program to demonstrate new agricultural technologies. 

http://fadeco.youstream.fm/
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Adèle  
 
 
Concluding remarks by John Cheburet, topic raiser  
 
Dear Forum members, 
 
When I raised this topic, I wrote at the end, ‘I look forward to an interesting and enlightening 
discussion.’ Sure enough, the contributions have been fascinating! 
 
Allow me to start this brief note by thanking all of you who made, who read and who thought 
about these contributions. In total, there are 27 responses, so far. 
 
I think the goal of this discussion was best captured by Joseph Opiyo from Uganda – who was 
the first contributor, in what he calls effective networks of extension services that are well linked 
to research. But, the situation of agricultural extension in many countries is different for reasons 
best known to many of us. 
 
However, there are many positive experiences - many of which are never heard of – of people 
using radio to fill the gaps in these networks. 
 
One thing that stood out is that radio is more than a tool for awareness creation and information 
dissemination. It is space. It’s effectiveness depends so much on the ‘how’ of things – HOW the 
space is utilized for knowledge sharing, with other information and communication technologies 
like mobile phones, SMS, internet supporting playing a supportive role by widening the available 
space. 
 
I am still going through all the links and resources contributors have provided. I will use the 
insights to inform the development of a 1 hr farmers’ radio show. As Benjamin Addon says, ‘the 
rural broadcaster and the agricultural extension officer have different roles in the process”. We at 
TOF will keep this at the back of our minds in order to add value to ongoing work in agriculture 
development in Kenya and the greater East African region. 
 
Lastly, I know many of us have very hectic schedules and the time you accorded this topic is 
appreciated. I would love to keep this discussion going and contributions are still welcome. It 
would be great though to get back to the topic sometime towards the end of the year or early next 
year! 
 
With the best of regards, 
  
Cheburet John 
Of and For, The Organic Farmer 
Nairobi, Kenya 
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