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In October 2011 the UN Committee on World Food Security (CFS) requested its High Level Panel 
of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition (HLPE) to conduct a study on smallholder investments, 
and in particular, to assess: “a comparative study of constraints to smallholder investment in 
agriculture in different contexts with policy options for addressing these constraints, taking into 
consideration the work done on this topic by IFAD, and by FAO in the context of COAG, and the work 
of other key partners. This should include a comparative assessment of strategies for linking 
smallholders to food value chains in national and regional markets and what can be learned from 
different experiences, as well as an assessment of the impacts on smallholders of public-private as 
well as farmer cooperative-private and private-private partnerships.”  
  
Final findings are to be presented at the CFS Plenary session in October 2013.  
  
The High Level Panel of Experts for Food Security and Nutrition (HLPE) now seeks input on the 
following V0 draft of its report to address this mandate. The current draft has been elaborated by 
the Project Team, under guidance and oversight of the Steering Committee, based also on the 
feedback received through the scoping e-consultation. 
 
The present e-consultation will be used by the HLPE Project Team to further elaborate the report, 
which will then be submitted to external expert review, before finalization by the Project Team 
under Steering Committee guidance and oversight. 
 
The current draft is work-in-progress towards a comprehensive yet accessible and succinct 
presentation, highlighting priority topics and areas that are useful for action to the diverse range 
of stakeholders which form the CFS. 
 
To be useful in the next steps of the report write-up, the HLPE proposes to open a dialogue on the 
following topics and seeks feedback and input according to the following lines: 
 
1) Definition and significance of Smallholder agriculture: is the approach in the report adequate? 
 
2) Framework for Smallholder agriculture and related investments: is the typology useful, 
adequate and accessible for the problem at hand? 

http://www.fao.org/fsnforum/sites/default/files/files/85_Smallholders_v0/HLPE%20V0%20draft%20-%20Investing%20in%20SH%20-%2020-12-2012.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fsnforum/forum/discussions/smallholder-investments-scope
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3) Constraints to smallholder investment: are all main constraints presented in the draft? Have 
important constraints been omitted?  
 
The current V0 draft contains a short summary and, intentionally, very first tentative 
recommendations : these are to be seen NOT as the final recommendations of the HLPE, but as a 
work-in-progress, part of the process of their elaboration: it is therefore to be seen as a scientific 
and evidence-based invitation for their enrichment, for being screened against evidence, as well as 
for further suggestions on their operationalization and targeting.  
 
Are the main areas for recommendations and the priority domains for action adequate? Does the 
draft include sufficient information at the adequate level to support the policy messages?  
The current V0 draft, at this stage of the writing, could be further enriched by more concrete 
examples to support the reasoning. As the HLPE seeks to formulate practical, actionable 
recommendations for implementation, we would therefore seek, through this consultation, 
concrete examples and references [cases, facts and figures] to feed into the report, in particular 
into a section on Implementation and to sustain the vision that is presented.   
The issues that this report needs to cover may comprise some controversial points. Do you think 
these are well highlighted in the report in order to feed the debate? Are those presented with 
sufficient facts and figures to elicit their rationale? Did the current draft miss any of those?  
  
We thank in advance all the contributors for being kind enough to spend time in reading and 
commenting on this early version of our report. Supplementary information, references and 
evidence-based examples would be very much welcomed in such a format that could be quickly 
manageable by the team (for instance, if you suggest a reference, a book etc, please highlight 
a/the key point(s) in 5 to 10 lines).  
 
Contributions are welcomed in English, French and Spanish. The V0 draft is available in English. 
We look forward to a rich and fruitful consultation.  
  
The HLPE Project Team and Steering Committee 
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