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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

• Planting of 2022 winter cereals ongoing under 
favourable weather conditions 

• Near-average cereal output obtained in 2021 

• Wheat imports requirements in 2021/22 forecast 
slightly above-average volume 

• Prices of wheat flour stable but higher than year 
before 

Planting of 2022 winter cereals ongoing under 
favourable weather conditions 
Planting of the 2022 winter cereal crops, mainly wheat and 
barley, is ongoing under overall favourable weather conditions 
and crops will be harvested from June next year. As of 
mid-November, about 820 000 hectares had been planted, 
slightly above the previous year’s level. According to the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO), early forecasts point to 
near-average cumulative precipitation amounts in the 
December 2021 to February-2022 period, with a positive impact 
on soil moisture levels and, consequently, on establishment and 
development of crops. 

Near-average cereal output obtained in 2021 
Harvesting of the 2021 winter cereals finalized in July, while 
harvesting of the spring crops, mainly maize, was completed in 
August. Total 2021 cereal production is estimated at a 
near-average level of 3.1 million tonnes. The output of wheat is 
set at 1.8 million tonnes, 5 percent below the five-year average 
level due to reduced plantings. By contrast, the 2021 barley 
production is estimated at 990 000 tonnes, about 7 percent 
above the average due to an increase in area planted. 

Wheat imports requirements in 2021/22 
forecast slightly above-average volume 
In the 2021/22 marketing year (July/June), total cereal import 
requirements are forecast at about 1.5 million tonnes, slightly 
above the five-year average volume. Wheat imports 
requirements, which account on average for more than 
90 percent of the total cereal imports, are forecast at 1.3 million 
tonnes, about 5 percent above the average to compensate for the 
reduced output obtained in 2021. 
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Prices of wheat flour stable but higher than 
year before 
Retail prices of wheat flour have remained generally stable 
between March and October 2021 (latest available data), amid 
duties on wheat exports (FPMA Food Policy), subsidies to wheat 
flour producers and the exemption from the Value Added Tax 
(VAT) on production and the sale of wheat and wheat products 
(Ministry of Economy news). In October, prices were on average 
8 percent above their values a year before, reflecting higher 
export quotations in the Russian Federation, the main wheat 
supplier to the country, and the harvest of a year-on-year lower 
output in 2021. 
 
Prices of potatoes, another important staple in the country, 
steadily increased between July and October 2021, in line with 
seasonal trends. 
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

• Near-average cereal production forecast in 2021 

• Wheat import requirements in 2021/22 forecast at 
near-average volume 

• Prices of wheat flour stable or slightly increasing 

Near-average cereal output forecast in 2021 
Harvesting of the 2021 winter and spring cereals, mainly wheat 
and barley winter crops, is ongoing and is expected to be 
completed by the end of August. Precipitation amounts during the 
season have been overall adequate and well distributed, with an 
expected positive impact on yields. As a result, total 2021 cereal 
output is forecast at a near-average level of 3.2 million tonnes. 
The output of wheat is foreseen at about 1.8 million tonnes, 
5 percent below the five-year average level due to reduced 
plantings. By contrast, 2021 barley production is forecast at an 
above-average level of about 1 million tonnes due to a large area 
planted. 

Wheat import requirements in 2021/22 forecast 
at near-average volume 
In the 2021/22 marketing year (July/June), total cereal import 
requirements are tentatively forecast at about 1.3 million tonnes, 
near the five-year average volume. Wheat import requirements, 
which account on average for more than 90 percent of the total 
cereal imports, are forecast at 1.2 million tonnes. 

Prices of wheat flour stable or slightly 
increasing 
Retail prices of wheat flour have remained generally stable or 
increased slightly between January and May 2021, amid 
adequate domestic availabilities. In May, prices were 5 to 
10 percent above their values a year before, reflecting higher 
export quotations in the Russian Federation, the main wheat 
supplier to the country, and the harvest of a year-on-year lower 
output in 2020. 
 
Prices of potatoes, another important staple in the country, 
steadily increased between August 2020 and March 2021, in line 
with seasonal trends, and declined in the following two months. 
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

• Overall favourable weather conditions for 2021 
winter cereals 

• Near-average cereal production obtained in 2020 

• Wheat import requirements in 2020/21 forecast 
slightly below-average volume 

• Prices of wheat flour remained stable in 2020 and 
increased slightly in January 2021 

Overall favourable weather conditions for 2021 
winter cereals 
Planting of the 2021 winter cereal crops, mainly wheat, to be 
harvested from June, took place in November and 
December 2020 over an above-average area of 962 000 
hectares. Precipitation amounts during the season have been 
overall adequate and well distributed and, according to 
satellite-based imagery, as of early March 2021, vegetation 
conditions were favourable across most crop lands (see NDVI 
Anomaly map). 
 
Plantings of the 2021 spring cereals began in early March under 
overall favourable weather conditions. 

Near-average cereal production obtained in 
2020 
Harvesting of the 2020 cereals finalized last August and the 
output is estimated at about 3.3 million tonnes, near the five-year 
average level. Despite the large plantings, the 2020 output of 
wheat is officially set at 1.86 million tonnes, slightly below the 
average level due to below-average rainfall amounts during the 
season in the key wheat producing northwestern district of 
Ganja-Gazakh and central district of Aran. By contrast, barley 
output is officially estimated at about 1 million tonnes, 6 percent 
above average due to a large area planted. 

Wheat import requirements in 2020/21 forecast 
slightly below-average volume 
In the 2020/21 marketing year (July/June), total cereal import 
requirements are forecast at 1.4 million tonnes, about 5 percent 
above the average volume. Wheat import requirements, which 
account, on average, for more than 90 percent of the total cereal 
imports, are forecast at the slightly above-average level of 
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1.3 million tonnes, to compensate for the reduced output 
obtained in 2020. 

Prices of wheat flour remained stable in 2020 
and increased slightly in January 2021 
Retail prices of wheat flour have remained generally stable 
between January and December 2020, amid adequate domestic 
availabilities following the harvest of large outputs in 2018 and 
2019. Prices increased slightly in January 2021, to levels about 
5 percent above those of 12 months before due to increased 
transportation costs and amid the introduction of taxes and a 
quota on wheat exports in the Russian Federation, the main 
wheat supplier to the country (FPMA Food Policy). 
 
Prices of potatoes, another important staple in the country, 
slightly increased between September 2020 and January 2021, in 
line with seasonal trends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this 
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the 
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its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Near-average cereal production obtained in 2020 

 Wheat import requirements in 2020/21 forecast 
near-average volume 

 Prices of wheat flour remained stable between May 
and September 2020 

Near-average cereal production obtained in 
2020 

Harvesting of 2020 cereals finalized in August and the output is 
estimated at about 3.2 million tonnes, near the five-year average 
level. Despite large plantings, the 2020 output of wheat is 
officially set at 1.86 million tonnes, about 15 percent below the 
2019 high level and slightly below the average value due to 
below-average rainfall amounts during the season in the key 
wheat producing northwestern district of Ganja Gazakh and 
central district of Aran. By contrast, barley output is estimated at 
about 1 million tonnes, 6 percent above average due to a large 
area planted. 
 
Planting of the 2021 winter cereal crops, to be harvested from 
June next year, began in early November. 
 
On 27 September 2020, clashes resumed between Azerbaijan 
and Armenian forces in and around the contested region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. The conflict is reported to seriously affect 
planting of winter cereals and harvesting of cotton, sugar beet, 
tobacco and vegetables in affected areas of the country. 

Wheat import requirements in 2020/21 forecast 
near-average volume 

In the 2020/21 marketing year (July/June), total cereal import 
requirements are forecast at a near-average level of 1.3 million 
tonnes. Wheat import requirements, which account, on average, 
for more than 90 percent of total cereal imports, are forecast at a 
near-average level of 1.2 million tonnes, as good domestic 
supplies from the bumper 2019 production compensated the 
reduced output obtained in 2020. 
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Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the Government took a number of 
measures to facilitate the trade of agricultural inputs and food 
products, to ensure the continuation of marketing activities of 
agricultural goods in the local markets, to exempt farmers and 
traders from movement restrictions and to support food suppliers 
through subsidies. 

Prices of wheat flour remained stable between 
May and September 2020 

Retail prices of wheat flour have remained generally stable 
between May and September 2020, amid good domestic 
availabilities. Prices of potatoes, another important staple in the 
country, seasonally declined between April and July 2020, with 
the arrival on the markets of the recently harvested tubers, prices 
remained stable in August and slightly increased in September, in 
line with the seasonal trends. 
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Unfavourable prospects for 2020 wheat crop 
production in some areas 

 Cereal production in 2019 set at above-average level 

 Wheat import requirements in 2019/20 marketing 
year forecast slightly below average 

 In April, prices of wheat flour remained stable, while 
prices of potatoes surged 

Unfavourable prospects for 2020 wheat crop 
production in some areas 

Harvesting of the 2020 winter cereals, mainly wheat, planted 
between November and December 2019, has just started. Well 
below-average precipitation amounts in the season severely 
affected crops in key wheat producing northwestern district of 
Ganja Gazakh and central district of Aran, as shown by the 
Agricultural Stress Index in mid-May (see ASI map).  
 
Planting of the 2020 spring crops, to be harvested from July, 
finalized in April under overall favourable weather conditions. 

Cereal production in 2019 set at 
above-average level 

Harvesting of 2019 cereals finalized in August 2019 and the 
output is estimated at 3.5 million tonnes, more than 15 percent 
above the five-year average. The high outturn is mainly due to 
favourable weather conditions during the season and well 
above-average area planted with wheat, output of which is 
estimated at 2.2 million tonnes, about 20 percent above the 
average level. Barley output is also estimated well above the 
average. 

Wheat import requirements in 2019/20 forecast 
slightly below average 

In the 2019/20 (July/June) marketing year, total cereal import 
requirements are forecast at about 1.3 million tonnes, 10 percent 
below the average level. Wheat import requirements, which 
account, on average, for more than 90 percent of total cereal 
imports, are forecast at 1.2 million tonnes, 5 percent below the 
average level, due to good domestic supplies following the large 
outputs obtained in the last two years. Maize imports are forecast 
at 60 000 tonnes, well below the five-year average. 
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In April, prices of wheat flour remained stable, 
while prices of potatoes surged 

Retail prices of wheat flour have remained generally stable 
between January and April 2020, amid the good domestic output 
obtained in 2019. 
 
Prices of potatoes, another important staple in the country, have 
been increasing since February 2020, in line with seasonal 
trends, and increased particularly in April due to strong consumer 
demand amid worries over the pandemic. 
 

COVID-19 and measures adopted by the 
Government 

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Government has 
taken a number of measures, including the implementation 
temperature screening procedures at all airports; closing 
borders to non-nationals; imposing lockdown, quarantine and 
self-isolation measures; restricting movements within the 
country; closing cinemas, museums, theatres, entertainment 
centres, restaurants and gyms; prohibiting entrance to all 
boulevards and parks. 
 
The Government allocated AZN 2.5 billion (USD 1.5 billion) to 
mitigate the impact of COVID-19 over the economy. In 
addition, AZN 97 million (USD 57 million) were allocated to the 
State Agency for Compulsory Medical Insurance for the supply 
of necessary medical equipment. 
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Area planted with 2020 winter cereals estimated 
above average 

 Cereal production in 2019 set at above-average level 

 Wheat import requirements in 2019/20 marketing 
year forecast slightly below average 

 Prices of wheat flour remained stable in December 

Area planted with 2020 winter cereals 
estimated at above-average level 

Planting of the 2020 winter cereal crops, mainly wheat, for 
harvest in June/July, took place between November 2019 and 
mid-January 2020. The area planted is estimated at a slightly 
above-average level of 1 million hectares, reflecting the 
Government’s strategy to reduce import dependency by 
increasing domestic production. 
 
Well below-average precipitation amounts between September 
and December 2019 affected soil moisture in some croplands 
(particularly in the southern district of Lankaran and in the 
southwestern district of Yukhari Garabakh), where, according to 
satellite-based imagery, vegetation conditions are below average. 
As crops are currently still in the germination phase, rainfall 
performance in the coming months is crucial to determine the 
2020 winter cereals output level. 

Cereal production in 2019 set at 
above-average level 
Harvesting of 2019 cereals finalized in August 2019 and the 
output is estimated at 3.5 million tonnes, more than 15 percent 
above the five-year average. The high outturn is mainly due to 
favourable weather conditions across the season and well 
above-average area planted with wheat, output of which is 
estimated at 2.2 million tonnes, about 20 percent above the 
average level. Barley output is estimated also well above the 
average. 

Wheat import requirements in 2019/20 forecast 
slightly below average 
In the 2019/20 (July/June) marketing year, total cereal import 
requirements are forecast at about 1.3 million tonnes, 10 percent 
below the average level. Wheat import requirements, which 
account on average for more than 90 percent of total cereal 
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imports, are forecast at slightly a below-average level of 
1.2 million tonnes, due to good domestic supplies following large 
outputs obtained in the last two years. 

Prices of wheat flour remained stable in 
December 

Retail prices of wheat flour have remained stable from 
March 2019 to December (last available data), amid the good 
domestic output obtained in 2019. 
 
Prices of potatoes, another important staple in the country, have 
been generally following the seasonal trends. They decreased 
from May to August 2019 and remained stable between 
September and December 2019. 
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Conditions of 2019 cereal crops are favourable 

 Record cereal production obtained in 2018 

 Cereal imports in 2018/19 forecast well below 
average 

 In March, prices of wheat flour higher than year 
before 

Favourable conditions of 2019 cereal crops 
Planting of the 2019 spring crops, to be harvested between July 
and August, finalized by the end of April, while harvesting of the 
2019 winter cereals will start in early June. Winter cereals, mainly 
wheat and barley, account for about 90 percent of total grains 
production. 
 
According to the remote sensing data, as of mid-May, vegetation 
conditions were above average across the country. Rain levels 
have been close to or above average throughout the growing 
season in most cropping areas, and, together with adequate 
supplies of irrigation water, had a positive impact on crop 
development.  

Record cereal production obtained in 2018 

Harvesting of the 2018 cereal crops finalized at the end of August 
and the total 2018 cereal production, mainly wheat, is estimated 
at record 3.3 million tonnes. Favourable weather conditions 
throughout the growing season and above-average plantings 
boosted yields of the wheat crop, allowing for a nine-year high 
output of slightly more than 2 million tonnes. The barley and 
maize outputs are officially estimated at the above-average levels 
of 942 000 and 248 000 tonnes respectively. 

Cereal imports in 2018/19 forecast well below 
average 
Cereal import requirements for the 2018/19 marketing year 
(July/June) are forecast at about 1.4 million tonnes, 12 percent 
below the average level, given the bumper output obtained 
in 2018. Wheat grain and wheat flour account for more than 
90 percent of total cereal import requirements and aggregate 
shipments to the country are forecast at about 1.3 million tonnes. 
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In March, prices of wheat flour higher than a 
year before 
Wheat flour prices have been overall stable in the last months. 
However, in March 2019, they were about 10 percent higher than 
in the corresponding month in 2018, mainly reflecting 
year-on-year higher export prices from the Russian Federation 
and Kazakhstan, the main wheat suppliers to the country. 
 
Prices of potatoes, another important staple in the country, have 
been slightly but constantly increasing since August 2018, in line 
with seasonal trends. In March 2019, prices of potatoes were 
slightly lower than in March 2018, despite a slight year-on-year 
reduction in output. 
 
In attempt to ensure sufficient domestic availabilities, on 
5 April 2019, the ministries of Economy and Agriculture agreed 
on the introduction of temporary duties on the exports of some 
vegetable products. A duty was introduced on exports of potatoes 
and was effective until 30 April 2019, while a duty imposed on 
exports of onions and cabbage will stay in place until 
31 May 2019. In addition, duties on imports of onions have been 
removed, see FPMA policy. 
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Reference Date: 29-May-2019 
 

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Conditions of 2019 cereal crops are favourable 

 Record cereal production obtained in 2018 

 Cereal imports in 2018/19 forecast well below 
average 

 In March, prices of wheat flour higher than year 
before 

Favourable conditions of 2019 cereal crops 
Planting of the 2019 spring crops, to be harvested between July 
and August, finalized by the end of April, while harvesting of the 
2019 winter cereals will start in early June. Winter cereals, mainly 
wheat and barley, account for about 90 percent of total grains 
production. 
 
According to the remote sensing data, as of mid-May, vegetation 
conditions were above average across the country. Rain levels 
have been close to or above average throughout the growing 
season in most cropping areas, and, together with adequate 
supplies of irrigation water, had a positive impact on crop 
development.  

Record cereal production obtained in 2018 

Harvesting of the 2018 cereal crops finalized at the end of August 
and the total 2018 cereal production, mainly wheat, is estimated 
at record 3.3 million tonnes. Favourable weather conditions 
throughout the growing season and above-average plantings 
boosted yields of the wheat crop, allowing for a nine-year high 
output of slightly more than 2 million tonnes. The barley and 
maize outputs are officially estimated at the above-average levels 
of 942 000 and 248 000 tonnes respectively. 

Cereal imports in 2018/19 forecast well below 
average 
Cereal import requirements for the 2018/19 marketing year 
(July/June) are forecast at about 1.4 million tonnes, 12 percent 
below the average level, given the bumper output obtained 
in 2018. Wheat grain and wheat flour account for more than 
90 percent of total cereal import requirements and aggregate 
shipments to the country are forecast at about 1.3 million tonnes. 
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In March, prices of wheat flour higher than a 
year before 
Wheat flour prices have been overall stable in the last months. 
However, in March 2019, they were about 10 percent higher than 
in the corresponding month in 2018, mainly reflecting 
year-on-year higher export prices from the Russian Federation 
and Kazakhstan, the main wheat suppliers to the country. 
 
Prices of potatoes, another important staple in the country, have 
been slightly but constantly increasing since August 2018, in line 
with seasonal trends. In March 2019, prices of potatoes were 
slightly lower than in March 2018, despite a slight year-on-year 
reduction in output. 
 
In attempt to ensure sufficient domestic availabilities, on 
5 April 2019, the ministries of Economy and Agriculture agreed 
on the introduction of temporary duties on the exports of some 
vegetable products. A duty was introduced on exports of potatoes 
and was effective until 30 April 2019, while a duty imposed on 
exports of onions and cabbage will stay in place until 
31 May 2019. In addition, duties on imports of onions have been 
removed, (see FPMA policy). 
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Cereal production in 2018 estimated above average 
due to favourable weather conditions 

 Cereal imports in 2018/19 marketing year forecast 
slightly below average 

 Prices of potatoes in July reached in July lowest 
levels since 2012 

Cereal production in 2018 estimated above 
average due to favourable weather conditions 
Harvesting of cereal crops finalized at the end of August. Total 
cereal production for 2018 is estimated at about 3.2 million 
tonnes, 8 percent above last year’s level and higher than the five-
year average. The increase in production is mainly due to 
favourable weather conditions during the growing season, which 
had a positive impact especially on the wheat output, estimated 
at a well above-average level of 2 million tonnes. 
 
Planting of winter cereals for harvest in 2019 is about to start in 
November under favourable weather conditions. 

Cereal imports in 2018/19 forecast slightly 
below average 

Cereal import requirements for the 2018/19 marketing year 
(July/June) are forecast at 1.4 million tonnes, close to last year’s 
level and slightly below the average. Wheat and wheat flour 
account for 90 percent of the import requirements and are mainly 
sourced from the Russian Federation and Kazakhstan. 

In July, prices of potatoes reached lowest 
levels since 2012 
Wheat flour prices have been virtually unchanged since May and, 
in August, they were slightly below the previous year’s levels, 
mainly reflecting adequate domestic supplies and stable export 
prices from Kazakhstan. 
 
Prices of potatoes, another important staple in the country, 
reached their six-year low in July. In August, despite a slight 
increase, prices of potatoes were still 18 percent below their 
year-earlier levels, reflecting the bumper production obtained in 
the country as well as in other countries of the subregion. 
 
In order to prevent further price declines and protect local 
producers from profit losses, on 5 September 2018, the 
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Government raised the import duties on imported potatoes from 
15 to 30 percent of the custom value. This measure is expected 
to stay in place until 31 October 2018 (see FPMA policy). 
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Reference Date: 29-June-2017 
 

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Cereal production in 2017 forecast at average level 

 Cereal imports expected to increase slightly from 
2016/17 marketing year 

 Prices of locally-produced wheat flour increased by 
40 percent over last 12 months 

Cereal production in 2017 forecast at close to 
five-year average level 

Harvesting of the 2017 winter cereal crops, which account for 
more than 90 percent of the total cereal production, started in 
early June. Total area planted under cereals this season is 
forecast close to last year’s level. The 2017 spring plantings were 
completed in April under generally favourable weather conditions, 
although some moisture deficits were observed in some areas. 
 
Assuming normal weather conditions, FAO’s forecast for 2017 
cereal production stands at 2.9 million tonnes similar to last five-
year average. 

Cereal imports forecast to increase in 2017/18 
marketing year (July/June) 

The 2017/18 (July/June) cereal imports, mainly wheat and wheat 
flour, are forecast at 1.6 million tonnes, slightly above the 
previous year’s level. Overall, cereal imports account for about 
50 percent of the country’s total domestic consumption. The 
Russian Federation is expected to remain the country’s main 
supplier of wheat and wheat flour in 2017/18, as it is expected to 
offer more competitive prices compared to other exporting 
countries in the subregion. 

Prices of local wheat flour almost 40 percent 
higher in April than year earlier 

Prices of locally-produced wheat flour were stable in April, but 
about 40 percent above year-earlier levels, mainly due to 
currency weakness and higher utility prices, including electricity, 
gas and water, which increased milling costs. Prices of imported 
wheat flour were slightly above their levels of April 2016, mainly 
reflecting price trends on the export markets. 
 
Prices of potatoes, an important staple in the country, increased 
sharply over the past few months and reached very high levels in 
April. Prices rose by 6 percent in April and were about 15 percent 
higher than their year-earlier levels. Seasonal patterns were 
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exacerbated by a reduction in the 2016 output of the main 
subregional exporters, in particular the Russian Federation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this 
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the 
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of 
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 

 

 
 

 

 



 

GIEWS global information and early warning system on food and agriculture 

 

 

 

GIEWS Country Brief 
Azerbaijan 

 
Reference Date: 20-December-2016 

 

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Favourable weather conditions contributed to 
bumper cereal crop in 2016 

 Cereal imports to increase slightly from 2015/16 
marketing year 

 Prices of wheat flour increased in October 

Favourable weather conditions contributed to 
bumper cereal crop in 2016 

According to latest estimates, the aggregate cereal harvest in 
2016 stands at around 3 million tonnes, slightly below the record 
of last year and well above the average. Wheat production is 
estimated at 1.9 million tonnes, marginally below the 2015 level. 
Barley and maize are estimated to account for 1 million tonnes 
and 200 000 tonnes, respectively. 
 
Planting of winter cereal crops for harvest by mid-2017 is 
underway. Around 800 000 hectares have been planted by the 
beginning of December, with a target for planted area set at 
965 000 hectares. The abundant rainfall during the autumn 
delayed plantings, but was beneficial for soil moisture and future 
crop development. 

Cereal imports to increase in 2016/17 
marketing year (July/June) 

Following the small reduction in the 2016 cereal harvest, the 
2016/17 (July/June) cereal imports are estimated slightly above 
the previous year’s level, at 1.7 million tonnes. Imports account 
for about 50 percent of the country’s total domestic consumption. 
The Russian Federation is expected to remain the country’s main 
supplier of wheat and wheat flour in 2016/17, a position it took 
over from Kazakhstan since 2012/13, largely as it has been able 
to offer more competitive prices. 

Prices of local wheat flour almost 50 percent 
higher in October than year earlier 
Prices of wheat flour continued to rise in October although the 
pace of the increase slowed down. Prices of imported wheat flour 
were slightly above their level of the previous month and were 
more than 20 percent higher than in October 2015. Prices of 
locally-produced wheat flour increased by 2 percent up from the 
previous month and 50 percent higher than a year earlier. 
Increased electricity tariffs, together with continuing weakening of 
the national currency, are the main drivers of the price increases. 
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Prospects for 2016 cereal production favourable 

 Cereal imports to increase slightly from 2015/16 
marketing year 

 Prices of wheat flour 30 percent higher in mid-2016 
than at same time last year 

Favourable weather contributed to bumper 
cereal crop in 2016 

Harvesting the 2016 cereal crops started in the beginning of 
June. According to latest estimates, the aggregate cereal harvest 
in 2016 stands at 2.94 million tonnes, just 2 percent below the 
record of last year and well above the average. Wheat production 
is estimated at 1.7 million tonnes, marginally above the 2015 
level. Barley and maize are estimated to account for 1 million and 
200 000 tonnes, respectively. Favourable weather conditions - 
good snow coverage during the winter and abundant rainfall 
during the spring months - were largely behind the bumper crop 
achieved again this year. 

Cereal imports to remain below average in 
2016/17 marketing year (July/June) 
Following the small reduction in 2016 cereal harvest, the 2016/17 
(July/June) cereal imports are estimated slightly above the 
previous year’s level, at 1.6 million tonnes. Imports account for 
about 50 percent of the country’s total domestic consumption. 
The Russian Federation is expected to remain the country’s main 
supplier of wheat and wheat flour in 2016/17, a position it took 
over from Kazakhstan since 2012/13, largely as it has been able 
to offer more competitive prices. 

Prices of local wheat flour almost 30 percent 
higher in mid-2016 than year earlier 

As in the past months, prices of wheat flour continued to rise in 
May. Prices of imported wheat flour were 1.6 percent above their 
level of the previous month and were 22 percent higher than in 
May 2015. Prices of locally-produced wheat flour increased more, 
almost 4 percent up from the previous month and 28 percent 
higher than a year earlier. Increased electricity tariffs together 
with continuing weakening of the national currency are the main 
drivers of price increases. 
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Reference Date: 31-March-2016 
 

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Prospects for 2016 cereal production favourable 

 Cereal imports to decrease sharply in 2015/16 
marketing year 

 Prices of wheat flour 50 percent higher in early 
2016 than year before 

Prospects for 2016 cereal production 
favourable 

Harvesting 2016 winter cereal crops, which account for around 
95 percent of the total cereal production, will start in early June. 
Remote sensing data shows that rainfall has been above 
average during January to mid-March, when crops break 
dormancy and vegetative growth begins, which is expected to 
benefit crop development. Good levels of precipitation will also 
be beneficial for the spring planting, which will start in May. 
Assuming that favourable weather will continue, FAO forecasts 
the 2016 aggregate wheat harvest (winter and spring seasons) 
to remain close to last year’s level at about 1.7 million tonnes. 
Overall, total cereal production, mainly wheat, barley and maize 
crops, is forecast at 2.7 million tonnes in 2016. 

Favourable weather contributed to increased 
cereal production in 2015 

According to latest estimates, the aggregate cereal harvest in 
2015 stands at 2.71 million tonnes, 10 percent higher than in the 
previous year. Wheat production is estimated at 1.7 million 
tonnes, an increase of 16 percent compared to the reduced 
harvest in 2014. Barley and maize are estimated to account for 
800 000 and 206 000 tonnes, respectively. 

Cereal imports to decrease sharply in 2015/16 
marketing year (July/June) 

Following the 2015 bumper cereal harvests, the 2015/16 
(July/June) cereal import requirements are expected to 
decrease more than 20 percent, compared with the previous 
year, to about 1.5 million tonnes. Imports account to about 
40 percent of the country’s total domestic consumption. As in 
the past two years, the bulk of the imports in 2015/16 are 
expected to be from the Russian Federation. Prior to 2012/13, 
Kazakhstan was the main supplier of wheat and wheat flour to 
the country but the lower quality of the wheat from the past two 
harvests, together with higher prices in Kazakhstan, have led 
Azerbaijan importers to favour the Russian Federation as a 
source. 

Prices of local wheat flour 50 percent higher 
in early 2016 than a year earlier 

Prices of local wheat flour in January 2016 were 12 percent up 
from the previous month and almost 50 percent higher than a 
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year earlier. Prices of imported wheat flour, which is generally 
more costly, was 30 percent higher than a year earlier. The 
price increases are largely due to the sharp weakening of the 
national currency. 
 
As of 15 January, the Government has exempted wheat, wheat 
flour and bread from the value added tax after widespread 
protests over the deteriorating economic conditions that have 
seen the prices of staples, such as flour and bread, rise steeply 
in recent months. The measure has been implemented to bring 
the prices of these foods down for consumers. 
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Prospects for 2015 cereal production are 
favourable 

 Cereal imports to remain stable in 2014/15 
marketing year (July/June) 

 Prices of wheat flour stable but at record levels 
in March 

Prospects for 2015 cereal production are 
favourable 

Harvesting of the 2015 winter cereal crops, which account for 
around 95 percent of the total cereal production, will start in 
early June. Remote sensing data show above-average rainfall 
during the growing season January to mid-May, over most of the 
country, which together with adequate supplies of irrigation 
water, benefitted crop development. Favourable weather 
conditions also benefited the 2015 secondary spring crops, 
which are currently in their early development stages. Satellite 
image-based Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) 
shows that vegetation conditions in most of the country are 
above-average (as shown by the NDVI map). Assuming that 
favourable weather will continue, FAO forecasts the 2015 
aggregate wheat harvest (main and secondary seasons), to 
recover from last year’s slightly reduced level and reach nearly 
2 million tonnes. 
 
Overall, total cereal production in 2015, mainly wheat, barley 
and maize crops, is forecast at 2.8 million tonnes, 3 percent 
above last year’s level. 

Cereal imports to remain stable in 2014/15 
marketing year (July/June) 
Cereal import in 2014/15 (July/June) marketing year are 
expected to remain unchanged compared with the previous 
year. The country’s imports account to about 40 percent of total 
domestic consumption. The bulk of cereal imports, mainly wheat 
and wheat flour, come from Kazakhstan and about 20 percent 
from the Russian Federation. 

Prices of cereals stable but at record levels 

Prices of wheat flour in March showed virtually no change 
compared to the previous month but were 10 percent higher 
than their levels a year earlier and at record levels (in nominal 
terms), after increasing in February mainly underpinned by the 
depreciation of the national currency. In an attempt to limit price 
increases, the Government released stocks from state reserves 
in early March. Prices of potatoes, another food staple, rose 
further in March and were 4 percent below the record levels of 
January last year. 
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Reference Date: 16-June-2014 
 

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Prospects for  2014 cereal production are favourable 

 Cereal imports to increase sharply in 2013/14 
marketing year (July/June) 

 Cereal prices stable, those of potatoes at near 
record levels 

Prospects for 2014 cereal production are 
favourable 

The area planted under cereals this season is close to last 
year’s level and crops are reported in overall satisfactory 
conditions.  About 94 percent of cereals planted areas is under 
winter crops. The 2014 spring plantings have been completed 
normally though excessive precipitation was observed in parts. 
The total planted area for winter and spring grains is estimated 
at around 1 million hectares. Almost two-thirds of the area 
planted is made up of wheat. 
 
Favourable weather conditions and state support measures 
contributed to a bumper cereal harvest in 2013 which was 
estimated at about 2.9 million tonnes, some 6 percent higher 
than the previous year. Wheat accounts for 71 percent of total 
cereal output. The country plans to significantly increase wheat 
production in the near future in order to eliminate its import 
dependency. 

Cereal imports to increase sharply in 2013/14 
marketing year (July/June) 
In spite of 2013 bumper cereal harvests, the 2013/14 
(July/June) cereal import requirements are expected to increase 
more than 20 percent compared with the previous year. The 
increase in imports is mainly driven by a build-up of stocks. The 
country’s imports account to about 40 percent of total domestic 
consumption. The bulk of cereal imports, mainly wheat and 
wheat flour, come from Kazakhstan and about 20 percent from 
the Russian Federation. In order to eliminate import dependency 
by the end of 2015, the Government is supporting wheat 
production through several measures including the exemption of 
VAT for wheat and wheat flour, fuel and seed subsidies, soft 
loans and machinery services. Still, import requirements for the 
2014/15 marketing year are foreseen at 1.5 million tonnes or 
slightly below the current marketing year’s level. 

Prices of cereals stable but those of potatoes 
at high levels  

Prices of wheat flour in April showed virtually no change 
compared to the previous month and were slightly higher than a 
year earlier. Prices of potatoes rose only moderately in April but 
were well above their year-earlier levels and at near-record 
highs, after surging in previous months underpinned by 
increased fuel prices. Since average household consumption 
expenditure on food is around 43 percent, any increase of basic 
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food prices may put at risk food security of low-income groups of 
population. 
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 The planting area for winter crops has been 
expanded  

 Bumper harvest of cereal crops in 2012 

 Cereal import requirements to decline in 2012/13 
marketing year (July/June) 

 Food prices on a few items increased on a year-on-
year basis 

The planting area for winter crops has been 
expanded 
In Azerbaijan, the planting of winter crops continued up until mid 
December due to the lack of rainfall in October-November. 
According to official information the area planted with winter 
grains expanded by 6.8 percent in 2012 and was estimated at 
around 900 000 hectares as of 1 December 2012. Winter wheat 
and barley account for about 95 percent of total cereal 
production in the country. Two thirds of the planted area is made 
up of wheat fields and the remainder is mainly barley. The area 
under these two crops has increased by 3.4 percent and 16.5 
percent respectively compared to last year’s level. 

Bumper harvest of cereal crops in 2012 

Favourable weather conditions and state support contributed to 
a bumper cereal harvest in 2012, estimated at over 2.75 million 
tonnes, of which 71 percent was wheat. A slight increase in the 
planted area under cereals combined with favourable weather 
also contributed to a better harvest, which is around 13 percent 
higher than last year’s. Wheat production increased by 20 
percent in 2012. The country expects to increase further cereal 
output in 2013 by expanding the planting area. However, there 
are some concerns about the degradation of the land, which 
may not allow a significant increase in yields. 

Cereal import requirements to decline in 
2012/13 marketing year (July/June) 
The 2012/13 (July/June) cereal import requirements are 
expected to fall by 13 percent compared with the previous year 
following good cereal yields in 2012 and adequate carryover 
stocks as a result of large volumes of imports in 2011/12. The 
bulk of cereal imports, mainly wheat and wheat flour, come from 
Kazakhstan and the remaining 20 percent (approximately) 
comes from the Russian Federation. In accordance with the 
Government’s special programme, it is predicted that import 
dependency will decrease significantly by the end of 2015. In 
order to stimulate wheat production, the Government has also 
recently adopted a decree which exempts wheat and wheat flour 
from VAT. 

Food prices on some food products 
increased on a yearly basis 
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In Azerbaijan, a decline in wheat flour and bread prices was 
observed in August, which reflects the good 2012 harvest. 
However, wheat flour prices strengthened in October, although 
they remained at about the same level till the end of 2012 due to 
improved domestic supplies from the bumper harvest. However, 
mutton and beef prices increased by 12 and 6 percent 
respectively compared to the same period of last year. Since the 
share of household expenditure on food is significant, any 
increase in food prices puts vulnerable population groups at risk 
of food insecurity. 
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Good harvest of 2012 cereal crops  

 Cereal import requirements significantly increased in 
2011/2012 

 Food prices on a few items increased on a yearly 
basis 

Good harvest of the 2012 cereal crops 
Favourable weather conditions and state support contributed to 
a good cereal harvest in 2012, which is estimated at over 2.6 
million tonnes, out of which 70 percent is wheat. A slight 
increase in the planted area under cereals combined with 
favourable weather has also contributed to a better harvest, 
which is about 8 percent above last year’s level. 2012 wheat 
production has increased by 12.5 percent  
 
The planting of winter cereals-mainly wheat and barley-is about 
to start and weather conditions are generally good.  Winter 
wheat and barley account for about 95 percent of total cereal 
production in the country. The sowing of winter cereal crops is 
generally good, and assuming favourable weather in the 
remaining months of the cropping season, the country expects 
to increase cereal output in 2013. In accordance with the 
Government’s special programme it is predicted to significantly 
decrease import dependency by the end of 2015. In order to 
stimulate wheat production, the Government has also recently 
adopted a decree which exempts wheat and wheat flour from 
VAT. 

Cereal import requirements to decline in 
2012/13 marketing year (July/June) 

The 2012/13 (July/June) cereal import requirements are 
expected to decline by 13 percent compared with the previous 
year  following the 2012 good cereal output and adequate carry-
over stocks as a result of large volumes of imports in 2011/12. 
The bulk of cereal imports, mainly wheat and wheat flour, are 
from Kazakhstan and the remaining 20 percent (approximately) 
comes from the Russian Federation.  

Food prices on a few items increased on a 
yearly basis 

In Azerbaijan, a decline in wheat flour and bread prices has 
been observed, which reflects the good 2012 harvest. However, 
mutton and beef prices have increased by 12 and 6 percent 
respectively. Since the share of household expenditures on food 
is significant, any increase in food prices puts vulnerable 
population groups at risk of food insecurity.  
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Good prospects for 2011 cereal crops 

 Cereal import requirements significantly increased in 2010/11 

 Food prices on the increase since August 2010 

 Food security situation of poor households affected by high 
food prices 

Good prospects for 2011 cereal crops 

Favourable precipitation in March, following dry weather conditions 
during the previous months, improved soil moisture for the development 
of cereal crops, mainly wheat. According to preliminary official 
estimates, the area planted to cereals has increased by some 14 
percent from last year’s level. Cereal crops are generally reported in 
good condition; and providing good weather in the remaining of the 
growing season, the 2011 production is anticipated to recovery from 
last year’s reduced crop. It is expected that total cereal production may 
increase by about 11 percent and reach around 2 million tonnes 
including 1.45 million tonnes of wheat. 

Cereal import requirements significantly increased 
in 2010/11 
The country continues to depend on cereal imports to meet its 
consumption needs; and in marketing year 2010/11 (July/June) it is 
expected to import about 1.4 million tonnes, mostly wheat. This 
represents 37 percent of domestic cereals consumption requirements, 
compared to 29 percent in 2009/10 marketing year, when a bumper 
wheat crop was gathered. By the end of March, imports of wheat 
reached around 1 million tonnes. The bulk of cereal imports are from 
Kazakhstan. 

Food prices on the increase since August 2010 
The prices of bread and wheat flour have increased markedly since 
mid-2010. Prices of wheat flour strengthened further in April 2011and 
were 30 percent higher than a year earlier. Prices of bread have 
remained relatively more stable in recent months, following government 
market interventions since December 2010. However, bread prices in 
April 2011 were still quoted 18 percent above their levels at the same 
time in 2010. Prices of potatoes, another basic staple in the country, 
have reached record levels in April. 

Food security situation of poor households 
affected by high food prices 
Since the share of household expenditures on food is significant, the 
increase of food prices put vulnerable population groups at risk of food 
insecurity. 
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Good prospects for the 2011 cereal production 

 Cereal import requirements significantly increased in 2010/11 

 Food prices on the increase since August 2010 

 Food security situation of poor households affected by high 
food prices 

Good prospects for the 2011 cereal production 

Favourable precipitation in March, following dry weather conditions in 
previous months, improved soil moisture for the development of winter 
crops, mainly wheat. According to preliminary official estimates, the 
area planted to cereals has increased by some 12 percent from last 
year’s level. Cereal winter crop are generally reported in good 
conditions and providing good weather in the remaining of the growing 
season, the 2011 production is anticipated to recovery from last year’s 
reduced crop. 

Cereal import requirements significantly increased 
in 2010/11 

The country continues to depend on cereal imports to meet the 
consumption needs, estimated at about 1.3 million tonnes in marketing 
year 2010/11 (July/June). This represents 42 percent of the domestic 
wheat consumption requirements, comparing with 32 percent in 
2009/10 marketing year, when a bumper wheat crop was gathered. The 
bulk of cereal imports is from Kazakhstan. 

Food prices on the increase since August 2010 
The prices of bread and wheat flour, which decreased in 2009 from 
their peaks of 2008, have increased markedly since mid-2010. Prices of 
wheat flour strengthened further in February 2011 and were 30 percent 
higher than a year earlier. Prices of bread have remained relatively 
more stable in recent months, following government market 
interventions in December 2010. However, bread prices in February 
2011 were quoted 17 percent above their levels at the same time in 
2010 Prices of potatoes, another basic staple in the country, have 
reached record levels. 

Food security situation of poor households 
affected by high food prices 

Since the share of household expenditures on food is significant in the 
total household budget, the increase of food prices put vulnerable 
population groups at risk. The President has proclaimed a statement of 
“Food for All”, ensuring that the Government will take all possible action 
to ensure sustainable food security based on improved food production. 
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Agriculture crop output sharply down in 2010 from previous 
year record 

 The country continues to strongly depend on import of cereals 

to meet domestic needs 

 Food prices have been reasonably stable over 2009 but started 
to rise in 2010 

Agriculture crop output sharply down in 2010 after 

reaching record levels in 2009 

Total cereal production in 2010 is estimated to be 20 percent below the 
2009 record and 9 percent below the previous five-year average. The 

reduction is due to a combination of reduced plantings of wheat and 
barley by farmers due to marketing difficulties and reduction of 
subsidies provided by the Government, and to flooding of the Kura and 

Araks rivers which caused extensive damage to standing crops. 
 
In contrast to cereals, some increase in production has been registered 

for other agriculture products such as fruits, vegetables, milk, eggs, 
meat and wool. 
 

Harvesting of the 2010 cereals crops is now complete. Sowing of winter 
crops for harvest in 2011 started on time and it is still ongoing under 
mostly favourable conditions. 

The country continues to depend on import of 

cereals to meet a portion of its needs 

In the 2009/10 marketing year, cereal imports accounted for some 26 
percent of the total domestic cereal requirement for all uses and in 
2010/11 there will be a slightly increase. The bulk of cereal imports are 

in the form of wheat. Imports from Russia accounted for 15 percent of 
the total wheat imports in the 2009/10 marketing year.  

Food prices have been reasonably stable over 

2009 but started to rise in 2010 

The price of bread and wheat flour which had decreased in 2009 from 

their peaks of 2008 have started to rise again since early 2010. This  
increase has accelerated since August reflecting the increase in the 
price of imported wheat and in line with overall price trends in the 

region.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


