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Dear Colleagues,

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) have launched the Global Land Cover Network (GLCN) with the objective to
improve the availability of global information on land cover and its dynamics, harmonizing land cover
mapping and monitoring at national, regional and global levels. GLCN will generate essential data
needed for sustainable development, environmental protection, food security and humanitarian
programmes of the United Nations, and of other international and national institutions.

The GLCN initiative will bring together national technical staff in the field of Remote Sensing/GIS,
Agriculture, Forestry, Pasture/Rangeland, Environment, and Food Security to develop a network at the
regional and global scale to adopt the standardization of land cover measurement methods and
develop regional and global land cover products. The collaboration will involve not only data providers
but also data users and policy-makers.

As part of the initiative, GLCN is organizing a training workshop on land cover mapping in Ankara,
Turkey from 26-30 November 2007 (date and location to be confirmed). Training will be provided in
the use of the Land Cover Classification System (LCCS) and other geo-information technologies,
which can be used on national and regional projects. The workshop will also be used to initiate
regional collaboration and GLCN projects.

The workshop is intended for officials from national institutes involved in land cover mapping from the
following countries: Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan,
Tadzikistan, Turkmenistan, Turkey and Uzbekistan..

Please note that the workshop will be in conducted in English.

If you are interested in attending the workshop please consult the dedicated Web page:
www.fao.org/gtos/meetlccs6.html

Please forward this information to colleagues who may be interested in the GLCN initiative.
Yours Sincerely,

John Latham

GTOS Programme Director

GLCN Coordinator

SDRN, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

00100 Rome, ITALY

Tel.: (+39) 06 57056519
Fax: (+39) 06 57053369

E-mail: GLCN@fao.org



