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SUBJECT: DISTRIBUTION OF THE REPORT OF THE EIGHTH SESSION OF THE CODEX COMMITTEE ON
NATURAL MINERAL WATERS (ALINORM 08/31/20)

The report of the Fighth Session of the Codex Committee on Natural Mineral Waters will be considered by
the 31 Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (Geneva, Switzerland, 30 June - 4 July 2008).

MATTERS FOR FINAL ADOPTION BY THE 31°" SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS
COMMISSION:

e  PROPOSED DRAFT AMENDMENT TO SECTIONS 3.2 AND 6.3.2 OF THE CODEX
STANDARD FOR NATURAL MINERAL WATERS (CODEX STAN 108 - 1981):
(ALINORM 08/31/20, APPENDIX II).

Governments and interested international organizations wishing to submit comments on the above
amendment at Step 5/8 should do so in writing, preferably by email, to the Secretary, Codex Alimentarius
Commission, Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00153 Rome,
Italy (e-mail: codex @fao.org ; fax: +39 06 57054593) before 30 April 2008.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The Eighth Session of the Codex Committee on Natural Mineral Waters reached the following conclusions:
MATTERS FOR ADOPTION BY THE COMMISSION

The Committee amended Section 3.2 containing levels of the Health-Related Limits for Certain
Substances and Section 6.3.2 “Additional Labelling Requirements” of the Codex Standard for
Natural Mineral Waters (CODEX STAN 108-1981) and agreed to forward them to the 31* Session of
the Codex Alimentarius Commission for adoption at Step 5/8 by omitting Steps 6 and 7 (paras 14-81
and Appendix II).

MATTERS REFERRED TO CODEX COMMITTEES AND TASK FORCES

The Committee agreed to refer Section 3.2 “Health-Related Limits for Certain Substances” to the
Committee on Contaminats in Foods for endorsement (para. 81).
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INTRODUCTION

1. The Codex Committee on Natural Mineral Waters held its Eighth Session in Lugano, Switzerland from
11 to 15 February 2008, at the kind invitation of the Swiss Government. The Session was chaired by Mrs
Awilo Ochieng-Pernet, Codex Alimentarius, International Food Safety and Nutrition Issues, Division of
International Affairs, Swiss Federal Office of Public Health. The Session was attended by 107 delegates and
observers from 47 Members of the Commission and 2 international non-governmental organizations. A full
list of participants, including members of the Secretariat, is given in Appendix I to this report.

2. Mrs Awilo Ochieng-Pernet while welcoming the delegates on behalf of the Swiss Government, recalled
that the 30" Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) had reactivated the Committee in order
to review certain health related substances in the Codex Standard for Natural Mineral Waters in the light of
the 3" Edition of the WHO Guidelines on Drinking Water Quality in order to protect the health of consumers
and ensure fair practices in the food trade.

Division of Competence

3. The Committee noted the division of competence between the European Community and its Member
States as presented in CRD 1 according to Rule II.5 of the Rules of Procedure and that 20 Member States of
the European Community were present at the current session.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (AGENDA ITEM 1)’
4. The Committee adopted the Provisional Agenda as the Agenda for the Session.

MATTERS REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE BY THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS
COMMISSION AND/OR OTHER CODEX COMMITTEES (AGENDA ITEM 2)*

5. The Committee noted matters referred by the Commission to the Committee which contained decisions
in relation to the current work of the Committee.

6. The WHO Representative presented an overview of the WHO Guidelines for Drinking Water Quality
(GDWQ) and its rolling revision process. He noted its long history, describing how it began as the
International Standards for Drinking Water in 1958, its transition to "international guidelines" in 1984-85,
and its latest status, which is captured in the 3" Edition of Volume 1, including its first Addendum published
in 2006.

7. He stressed the high demand and impact of the GDWQ as indicated by Internet downloads and search
data from Internet search engines, and its influence on national drinking water standards setting. He
emphasized that the GDWQ were kept up to date through a "rolling revision" process.

8. He noted that the primary purpose of the GDWQ was the protection of public health and that guidance is
based upon the best available scientific evidence and scientific consensus. In addition, he pointed out that the
GDWQ were not mandatory standards, but were used as a scientific point of departure for standards setting
and regulation. They served as evidence-based guidance on reasonable minimum requirements of safe-
practice to protect the health of consumers and progress towards improving water safety. They also
contained numerical “guidelines values” for constituents of water or indicators of water quality.

9. The WHO Representative stressed that the GDWQ were intended to be applicable to water used for all
usual domestic purposes, including consumption, bathing and food preparation. They were applicable to ice
intended for human consumption. Explanation was provided in the GDWQ regarding their application in
specific circumstances, such as for desalinated water, water for travellers, bottled/packaged water and water
in health-care facilities. The GDWQ were applicable to large piped metropolitan supplies through to smaller
piped supplies and non-piped sources (e.g. household supplies and rainwater harvesting).

! CX/NMW 08/8/1; CRD 1 (Division of competence between the European Community and its Member States).

: CX/NMW 08/8/2; CRD 2 (prepared by the WHO).
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10. With regard to deriving Guideline Values, exposure assumptions were adapted from those in the
Environmental Health Criteria (EHC) monograph 170. A 10 kg child is assumed to drink one litre of water
per day and a 5 kg infant is assumed to consume 0.75 litres per day. A daily per capita consumption figure
of two litres of drinking-water for adults weighing 60 kg was used in the calculation.

11. He then described in detail the process by which WHO derives its chemical Guideline Values, noting
that this information was fully explained in the Guidelines themselves. He presented the GDWQ criteria for
risk assessment, noting that where possible, internationally credible risk assessments were used.

12. Finally, he explained when provisional Guideline Values were used, noting that these could be due to
analytical reasons (practical quantification limit), because of technical reasons (due to difficulty in catchment
protection or treatment) or because of scientific uncertainties.

13. To the questions as to when the 4" Edition of the WHO Guidelines would be completed and how default
assumptions of daily consumption of 2 litres was reached, the Representative informed that the 4" Edition
would be due in late 2009 and that global data on the consumption of drinking water were limited, however
in studies carried out in Canada, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and the USA, the average daily per
capita consumption was usually found to be less than 2 litres, but there was considerable variations between
individuals. As water intake varied with climate, physical activity and culture, the above studies, which had
been conducted in temperate zones, could give only a limited view of consumption patterns throughout the
world, therefore in developing the guideline values for potentially hazardous chemicals, a daily per capita
consumption of 2 litres by a person weighing 60 kg was generally assumed.

CONSIDERATION OF THE HEALTH-RELATED LIMITS FOR CERTAIN SUBSTANCES IN
THE CODEX STANDARD FOR NATURAL MINERAL WATERS (CODEX STAN 108-1981) AT
STEP 4 (AGENDA ITEM 3)°

14. Before examining, one-by-one, the health-related limits for sixteen substances in Section 3.2 of the
Standard, the Committee agreed to have an exchange of views on general issues.

15. Some delegations expressed the view that they were generally in support of harmonising health-related
limits for sixteen substances in Section 3.2 with the corresponding levels in the WHO Guidelines for
Drinking Water Quality as much as possible, in order to ensure a higher level of public health protection.
However these delegations were also of the opinion that it was not appropriate to systematically align the
values in the Codex Standard with the WHO Guidelines and stressed that the Committee needed to consider,
on a case-by-case basis, certain substances whose values in the Codex Standard were different from those in
the WHO Guidelines, based on scientific evidence and the risk analysis principles of the Codex Alimentarius
Commission.

16. It was further stated that consideration of the limits for these substances should take into account the
specific characteristics of natural mineral waters such as their underground origin as well as technological
constraints in their processing and handling.

17. It was further pointed out that the requirements for protection of sources from environmental
contamination and the available data on consumption patterns of natural mineral waters should also be taken
into account in considering alignment of the Codex values with the WHO Guidelines.

18. The Delegation of Canada, referring to its written comments, suggested that the situation for each
substance should be analyzed in respect to whether the current Codex limit for these substances was higher

3 CL 2007/25 NMW; CX/NMW 08/8/3 (Comments of Australia, Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, European Community,
Mexico, Norway, Paraguay, Peru, United States of America, Vietnam, ICBA and ICBWA); CX/NMW 08/8/3-Add.1
(Comments of Australia, Cuba, Ghana, Kenya, Malaysia, Mexico, South Africa, United Arab Emirates, EFBW and
ICBA); CX/NMW 08/8/3-Add.2 (Comments of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Egypt, European Community, Georgia,
Malaysia, Mali and Tunisia); CRD 2 (Submission from WHO); CRD 3 (Comments of Indonesia and Thailand); CRD 4
(Comments of Mexico).
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than that in the WHO Guidelines or vice versa, highlighting that, apart from considering health and safety
reasons, there was also the need to consider actual and potential problems in international trade.

19. The Delegation of Kenya proposed that the Committee also discuss other provisions of Section 3.2 of the
Standard (i.e. pesticides, mineral oil) and Section 4.4 (microbiological requirements).

20. The Committee, while noting the importance of the above matters from the viewpoint of protecting
consumer’s health, recalled that the principal mandate given to the Committee by the Commission was to
focus on the discrepancies in the levels of health-related substances between section 3.2 of the Codex
Standard and the WHO Guidelines. The Committee therefore agreed that, if time allowed, it would have an
exchange of views on other provisions of the Standard under Agenda Item 4 “Other Business” (see paras 82-
88).

21. The Committee proceeded with further discussion, substance-by-substance and reached conclusions, as
follows".

Antimony

22. The Committee considered the current Codex level of 0.005 mg/l for antimony, which was lower than
the level of 0.02 mg/l in the WHO Guidelines. Noting that the level of 0.005mg/l could be achieved in
natural mineral waters and could offer a higher level of consumer’s health protection, the Committee decided
to maintain the current level of 0.005 mg/1.

Arsenic

23. The Committee noted that the current Codex level of 0.01 mg/l for arsenic was the same as the
corresponding level in the WHO Guidelines.

24. With regard to a reference to “provisional guideline value” in the footnote P of the CL 2007/25 NMW,
the Representative of WHO clarified that the provisional value of 0.01mg/l in the WHO Guidelines was
based on available, limited scientific information and that arsenic was one of the most hazardous chemicals
and potential risks have been identified at the very low levels of exposure.

25. The Committee decided to maintain the current Codex level of 0.01 mg/l, calculated as total arsenic
Barium

26. The Delegation of Georgia drew the attention of the Committee to the fact that barium naturally occurred
in their natural mineral waters taken from very deep sources in amounts higher than the current limit set in
the WHO Guidelines and that there was no proof that the consumption of such waters presented any health
problems for many years. The Delegation indicated that there was established tradition of the use of these
highly mineralized waters for the adult population and that these types of waters were not used to prepare
ordinary foods or tea. The Delegation emphasized that the current WHO guideline value of 0.7 mg/l would
create trade problems and would have a significant impact on their economy. The Delegation therefore
proposed to increase the limit for barium in natural mineral waters to 2 mg/l. This view was supported by
several delegations and observers.

27. One observer noted that the WHO guideline value was based on an epidemiological study in which no
adverse effects had been observed.

28. Several other delegations were of the view that there was not enough scientific justification to increase
the current value up to 2 mg/I and that the current Codex limit for natural mineral waters should be retained.

* The discussion of the Committee on health-related substances is presented in this report in an alphabetical order
(English) by substance names.
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29. The Representative of WHO indicated that the current WHO Guideline value might be conservative, and
the margin of safety was likely to be high, because the level at which effects would be observed might be
significantly higher than no adverse effect level.

30. The Delegation of the European Community indicated that they were not in the position to support the
increased limit to 2 mg/l and proposed to increase the limit to 1 mg/l. This proposal was supported by some
delegations.

31. Other delegations and observers were not in favor of the level of 1 mg/l because the departure from the
existing value had no scientific basis and there was not much difference between the current limit and
proposed value.

32. The Delegation of France informed the Committee that the French Food Safety Agency (AFSSA) very
recently (at the end of 2007) had published an opinion on the assessment of health risks associated with
exceeded barium levels in water intended for human consumption and that AFSSA was of the view that it
was not necessary to set a limit for barium.

33. The Committee had a lengthy debate on the proposed limits. It was also proposed to delete barium from
the Codex Standard for Natural Mineral Waters until new international scientific evaluation would be
completed, and add a footnote indicating that national authorities could establish their own limits for barium
in natural mineral waters. This proposal however did not receive support as a number of delegations felt that
harmonization of limits for health-related substances in natural mineral water was very important for
international trade.

34. Some delegations and observers were of the opinion that given the availability of new national scientific
evaluations, the Committee should propose to the Committee on Contaminants in Foods to request JECFA to
carry out a risk assessment for this substance as natural mineral water was regarded as food.

35. The Committee noted clarification from the Codex Secretariat that WHO had served as the risk
assessment body for drinking water, and its Guidelines as the point of scientific reference for Codex for a
long time and that a number of Codex texts dealing with the water for human consumption or the water for
use in food processing contained direct references to the WHO Guidelines for Drinking Water Quality and
that the final decision on the most appropriate body to provide scientific advice rested with FAO/WHO.

36. Several delegations were of the view that, if new scientific risk assessment would be carried out, the
specific conditions for natural mineral water such as different consumption patterns and natural presence of
barium in highly mineralized waters should be taken into account.

37. The Delegation of the United States of America proposed to retain the current Codex limit of 0.7 mg/l
for barium in natural mineral water as this value is consistent with the WHO guideline level and to add a
footnote that the Codex limit should be subject to review, in the light of new scientific data, by the
appropriate scientific body to be determined by FAO/WHO.

38. There was considerable debate about how to proceed, and the Chair recommended that the delegations
discuss the three different proposals that is: not set a level, set a level at 1mg/l, or at 0.7mg/l, or with a
footnote recommendation in an informal consultation.

39. After extensive discussions and consultations, the Committee agreed to retain the current limit of 0.7
mg/l in natural mineral waters and to add a footnote that the Codex limit should be subject to review in the
light of the evaluation of new scientific data by an appropriate scientific body to be determined by
FAO/WHO.

40. The Committee agreed to encourage governments to submit relevant scientific data for evaluation by
FAO/WHO.
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Borate/Boron

41. Several delegations and one observer proposed maintaining the current Codex standard limit of 5 mg/l as
this value was achievable in natural mineral waters and in their view it also protected public health
adequately. It was indicated that high levels of boron were found in highly mineralized natural mineral
waters and that the pattern of consumption was significantly different for highly mineralized waters,
compared to drinking water. They also noted that the level of 0.5 mg/l proposed by WHO would be very
difficult to achieve because of the lack of selective treatment methods to reduce the content of boron in
natural mineral waters.

42. To the question raised by one delegation regarding the current status of the WHO guideline value, the
Representative of WHO indicated that the value contained in the 3" Edition of the WHO Guidelines was
provisional, as the value would be difficult to achieve in areas with high natural boron levels through
practical treatment methods and that the substance was under revision, which could be completed in late
20009.

43. The Delegation of Tunisia expressed the view that the Codex standard should be aligned with the WHO
provisional guideline value of 0.5 mg/l as boron in higher levels could have adverse effects for consumers.

44. The Delegation of the European Community drew the attention of the Committee to the fact that
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) had recently completed a risk assessment which indicated that there
was no risk for the adult population at the highest level found in natural mineral waters in the EC but the
outcome of the assessment raised concern about protection of children agedl4-years or younger. The
Delegation therefore proposed to maintain the value of 5 mg/I in square brackets for further consideration by
the Committee.

45. After intensive consultations among delegations, the Committee noted the following declaration of the
European Community:

“The Delegation of the European Community noted that the European Food Safety Authority
(EFSA) reviewed safe levels of boron in natural mineral waters and considered that the current
Codex limit for boron may not be protective of children aged 14 years and younger. In the spirit
of compromise, the Delegation did not wish to block the progress on the revision of this standard
on the basis of this one substance. The Delegation will therefore not object to the current Codex
limit being maintained. This is, however, in the expectation that the Codex limit for boron in
natural mineral waters will be reviewed as soon as possible by competent scientific bodies, in
particular after the WHO publishes their revised opinion on boron in the 4™ Edition of the WHO
Guidelines for Drinking Water Quality”.

46. The Committee agreed to retain the current limit of 5 mg/1 for boron.
Cadmium

47. The Committee considered the level of 0.003 mg/l for cadmium, which was the same as in the WHO
Guidelines, as appropriate, and decided to maintain the current value.

Chromium

48. The Committee considered the level of 0.05 mg/l for chromium, which was the same as in the WHO
Guidelines, as appropriate, and decided to maintain the current value.

Copper

49. The Committee noted that the current Codex level of 1 mg/l was lower than the level of 2 mg/l in the
WHO Guidelines.
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50. Noting that the level of 1 mg/l was achievable for natural mineral water production, the Committee
decided to maintain the current Codex level of 1 mg/I.

Cyanide

51. The Committee considered the level of 0.07 mg/l for cyanide, which was the same as in the WHO
Guidelines, as appropriate, and decided to maintain the current value.

Fluoride

52. The Committee noted that in the current Codex Standard for Natural Mineral Waters there was no
maximum limit set for fluoride and that the problem associated with the amount of fluoride in natural
mineral waters was addressed via labelling provisions applicable to the natural mineral waters containing
fluoride at a level exceeding 2 mg/l, while the WHO Guidelines set a level for fluoride for drinking waters at
1.5 mg/l.

53. Some delegations and one observer, while referring to national data and experiences, proposed to
establish a maximum level for fluoride; different maximum values varying from 1.5 to 5 mg/l were
suggested. Different threshold levels for labelling were also proposed, ranging from 0.6 to 1.5 mg/1.

54. Some delegations were of the opinion that there was no need to establish a maximum limit for fluoride in
the Codex standard for Natural Mineral Waters in view of divergence in exposure through different routes
among countries and that it was more suitable to address this issue through labelling provisions.

55. After some discussion the Committee agreed not to set a maximum limit for fluoride as was the case in
the current Standard. The Committee also agreed to retain the first sentence in the labelling provisions
(Section 6.3.2) unchanged and agreed to amend the second sentence to address concerns regarding an
amount of fluoride for infants and children to read: “the product is not suitable for infants and children
under the age of seven years” where the product contains more than 1.5 mg/l of fluoride. The new threshold
corresponded to the WHO guideline value.

Lead

56. The Committee considered the level of 0.01 mg/l for lead, which was the same as in the WHO
Guidelines, as appropriate, and decided to maintain the current value.

Manganese

57. The Committee noted that the current Code level of 0.5 mg/l for manganese was higher than the level of
0.4 mg/l in the WHO Guidelines.

58. Some delegations and an observer were in support of harmonizing the current Codex level with the
corresponding WHO Guideline level, which, in their view, was achievable in natural mineral waters.

59. The Delegation of the European Community proposed to maintain the current level of 0.5 mg/l, pointing
out that the level of 0.4 mg/l for drinking water seemed to be based not only on public health concerns but
also on other non-health-related factors.

60. In this regard, the Representative of WHO clarified that the latest WHO Guideline level of 0.4 mg/l was
not based on esthetic or quality criteria but aimed at public health protection, based on scientific data, the
critical study being a dietary intake study. It was also clarified that the reference to appearance, taste or
odour of the water, reproduced in CL 2007/25-NMW, was an explanatory note, complementary to the
outcome of the risk assessment conducted on public health grounds.

61. After some discussion, the Committee decided to adopt the level of 0.4 mg/l for manganese, consistent
with the WHO Guidelines. It agreed that the footnote C attached to the WHO Guideline level as indicated in
CL 2007/25-NMW should not be carried to the Codex Standard, to avoid misunderstanding.
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Mercury
62. The Committee considered the current Codex level of 0.001 mg/l for mercury.

63. It was noted that the current WHO Guideline value of 0.006mg/I for inorganic mercury, while the level
for mercury in the previous edition of the WHO Guideline was for total mercury.

64. There was general support to maintaining the current Codex level of 0.001 mg/l for mercury since source
of natural mineral water was protected from mercury contamination. In addition, the Committee agreed that
it was not necessary to distinguish between total mercury and inorganic mercury contamination.

65. The Committee agreed to maintain the current limit of 0.001 mg/l for mercury.
Nickel

66. The Committee noted that the current Codex limit of 0.02 mg/l for nickel was lower than the
corresponding WHO Guideline level of 0.07 mg/1.

67. Some delegations and observers were in favour to raise the limit to 0.07 mg/l in order to align the value
in the Codex Standard to the WHO Guidelines.

68. Some other delegations were of the opinion that there was no need to increase the current value to the
WHO Guideline level since the current Codex value was achievable through the protection of sources from
environmental contamination.

69. The Representative of WHO informed that the level for nickel in the WHO Guidelines was under review
and was likely to be revised in the near future.

70. Considering that it was premature to revise the Codex level at this stage in view of the ongoing process
in WHO, the Committee decided to maintain the current Codex level of 0.02 mg/I for nickel.

Nitrate

71. The Committee considered the current level of 50mg/l (calculated as nitrate) for nitrate, which was the
same as that in the WHO Guidelines (short-term exposure), as appropriate, and decided to maintain the
current value.

72. The Representative of WHO drew attention of the Committee to the fact that nitrates and nitrites might
need to be considered together, because of the possibility of simultaneous occurrence and because nitrate can
be transformed to nitrite. He noted that the WHO Guidelines advise that the sum of the ratios of the
concentration of each to its Guideline Value should not exceed 1 mg/l. However, he noted that if the
Committee adopted a value for nitrite that was many times lower than its WHO Guideline Value, there
would not be a need for consideration of a value for combined nitrate and nitrite.

73. The Committee agreed to revisit the proposed value for nitrate again after having considered the level for
nitrite (see nitrite).

Nitrite

74. The Committee noted that the value of 0.02 mg/] for nitrite in the Codex Standard for Natural Mineral
Waters had been set as a quality limit, except for infants, and that it was much lower than the provisional
values proposed in the WHO Guidelines (3 mg/l, for short-term exposure and 0.2 mg/l for long-term
exposure).

75. Some delegations proposed to retain the current value in the Standard for Natural Mineral Waters as in
their view it was technologically achievable and as natural mineral waters had to be superior in quality
compared to other drinking waters.
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76. Other delegations and an observer were of the view that there was no scientific justification, on the
ground of public health, to retain the current Codex limit and that many producers were facing difficulties in
meeting the maximum limits of 0.02 mg/l because certain levels of nitrites were naturally present in natural
mineral waters. Proposals were made to set a limit for nitrite somewhere between 0.05 and 0.2 mg/1.

77. The Delegation of Kenya proposed to introduce new labeling provisions regarding health protection of
infants, however this proposal was not supported by the Committee as it was not practical to set a numerical
threshold for labeling since some transformation could occur between nitrites and nitrate.

78. After some discussion the Committee agreed to increase the limit for nitrites in natural mineral waters
from 0.02 to 0.1 mg/l, closer to the provisional WHO guideline value of 0.2 mg/l (long-term exposure), but
significantly more protective than the WHO guideline value of 3 mg/I for short-term exposure set to protect
against the primary health concern of methaemoglobinemia in infants. The Committee also agreed to delete
the current footnote containing the reference to quality criteria as it was considered obsolete.

79. Given the low level of nitrite, the Committee confirmed its earlier decision on the limit of nitrate.
Selenium

80. The Committee considered the level of 0.01 mg/l for selenium, which was the same as in the WHO
Guidelines, as appropriate, and decided to maintain the current value.

Status of the Proposed Draft Amendment to the Codex Standard for Natural Mineral Waters

81. The Committee agreed to forward the proposed draft amendment to Sections 3.2 and 6.3.2 of the
Standard for final adoption by the 31st Session of the Commission at Step 5/8 with the recommendation to
omit Steps 6 and 7 (see Appendix II). It was also agreed to refer Section 3.2 to the Committee on
Contaminants in Foods for endorsement.

OTHER BUSINESS AND FUTURE WORK (AGENDA ITEM 4)

82. The Delegation of Kenya, referring to Footnotes 3 and 4 of the current Standard, drew the attention of
the Committee to the fact that in the Standard there was no indication of specific methods of analysis and
sampling available for surface active agents, pesticides and PCBs, mineral oil and polynuclear aromatic
hydrocarbons and this created some problems in practical application of the Standard. The Delegation also
proposed to review the section on hygiene as in their view it was not easy to interpret and apply the
microbiological specifications as they stood in the Standard.

83. Some delegations were of the view that concern raised by Kenya on microbiological specifications have
probably not related to the Standard itself but could rather be better addressed through technical assistance in
order to facilitate the implementation and application of the Standard.

84. It was also proposed to review the Code of Hygienic Practice for Collecting, Processing and Marketing
of Natural Mineral Waters (CAC/RCP 33-1985), adopted more than 20 years ago in order to make it up-to-
date. It was also noted that both the Standard for Natural Mineral Waters (CODEX STAN 108-1981) and
the Code of Hygienic Practice (CAC/RCP 33-1985) contained the provisions on microbiological
requirements and that all these provisions could be streamlined and placed in the Code of Hygienic Practice
for consistency and easier of reference, if the latter was to be revised.

85. The Delegation of Tunisia suggested that the Section on labelling of the Standard could be revised in
order to include new provisions for the labeling of minor minerals (trace elements). In this regard, the
Committee noted that the current provisions of the Standard were flexible and did not prevent producers
from labeling the content of minor minerals (trace elements). Some delegations and observers stated that
there was no need to update this section.

86. Several delegations drew the attention of the Committee to the fact that in their preparation for the
present meeting they had concentrated on the mandate given by the 30" Session of the Commission to
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review only the health-related substances in Section 3.2 of the Standard for Natural Mineral Waters and that
they were not prepared to take any decision on further work on the Standard or on the Code of Hygienic
Practice undertaken by the Committee, before examining concrete proposals in writing.

87. The Secretariat clarified that the final decision regarding commencement of new work rested only with
the Codex Alimentarius Commission upon the advice of the Executive Committee which exercises the
critical review and that any Member Government willing to propose new work should prepare a Project
Document following process and format as described in the Codex Procedural Manual. Then it would be up
to the Executive Committee and the Commission to decide upon the most appropriate course of action based
on the view of Codex Members.

88. The Committee noted that due to lack of clear support it was not in a position to initiate new work at this
stage, neither on the revision of the Standard for Natural Mineral Waters nor on the Code of Hygienic
Practice for Natural Mineral Waters; however Codex members willing to propose new work could prepare
Project Documents and send them to the Codex Secretariat by the end of March 2008, in order that such
document be considered by the 61* Session of the Executive Committee (June 2008).

DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION (AGENDA ITEM 5)

89. The Committee noted that it had completed the work assigned to it by the 30" Session of the
Commission, therefore the next session was not foreseen, subject to the final decision by the Codex
Alimentarius Commission.
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Proposed Draft Amendment to Sections 3.2 5/8 CCCF; Para. 81
and 6.3.2 of the Codex Standard for Natural Governments; and Appendix II
Mineral Waters (CODEX STAN 108-1981) 31" CAC
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Fax :+212 22 334752

Email : elmekroum @oulmes.ma

NIGER - NIGER

Mrs Aissatou Cisse HASSANE

Responsable Cellule Nutrition Alimentation
Ministere du Développement Agricole_BP 323
NE - République du Niger

Phone : +227 96 96 94 23

Fax : +227 2037 27 75

Email : boureima_moussa@yahoo.fr

POLAND - POLOGNE - POLONIA

Dr Teresa LATOUR

Head of Department of Health Resort Materials
National Institute of Hygiéne

8 Stowackiego

PL — 00-823 Poznan, Poland

Phone : +48 847 01 82

Fax : +48 843 49 70

Email : tlatour @pzh.gov.pl
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Mr Roman KURZYK

Member of the board of KIGPR

Polish Chamber of Business Beverage Industry
Ul. Zurawia 32

PL — 00-515 Warsaw, Poland

Phone : +48 600 23 6666

Fax :+48 22 69 60 152

Email : biuro @kigpr.pl
PORTUGAL

Mrs Maria José PEREIRA

Eng

Ministério da Agricultura do Desenvolvimento
Rural e das Pescas

Gabinete de Planeamento e Politicas

Rua Padre Anténio Vieira, n°1

PT - 1099-073 Lisboa, Portugal

Phone : +351 213 819 300

Fax :+351 213 876 635/ +351 213 866 650

Email : codex @gpp.pt
ROMANIA — ROUMANIE - RUMANIA

Ms Anca Maria MARTINOF

Counsellor

National Sanitari Veterinari and Food Safety
Authority

Negustori Street N°13

RO - Sector 2, Bucharest, Romania

Phone : +40 021 3078 668

Email : martinof @ansv.ro

Ms Florina SORA

Counsellor

National Agency for Mineral Ressources
36-38 Mendeleev st., 010366

RO - Bucharest, Romania

Phone : +40 21 317 00 96

Email : florina.sora@namr.ro

Dr Adrian FERU

Research & Development Manager
National Company of Mineral Waters
36-38 Mendeleev St.

RO - Bucharest, Romania

Phone: +40 745 342 584

Email: adife2003 @yahoo.com

Dr Alexandru PATRUTI

Expert

National Society of Mineral Waters
APEMIN

52 Bucurestii Noi Bdu

RO — Bucharest, Romania

Phone: +40 745 120 546

Email: resources @romagua.ro

SLOVENIA - SLOVENIE - ESLOVENIA

Dr Lucijan CENCIC

Under Secretary

Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Food
Dunajska 58

SI - 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia

Phone : +386 1 478 9126

Fax : +386 1 478 9055

Email : Lucijan.cencic @gov.si

SPAIN - ESPAGNE - ESPANA

Ms Almudena DE ARRIBA HERVAS

Jefe de Servicio de Gestion de Contaminantes
Spanish Agency of Food Safety and Nutrition —
AESAN

Ministry of Health

C/ Alcala 56

ES — 28071 Madrid, Espafia

Phone : +34 91 338 04 55

Fax : +34 91 338 01 69

Email : aarriba@msc.es
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Dr Blanca JAUREGUI
Departamento Tecnico
ANEABE

C / Serrano 76 5° Dcha.

ES - 28006 Madrid, Espaiia
Phone : +34 91 575 8226
Fax : +34 91 578 1816
Email : aneabe @aneabe.com

Mrs Irene ZAFRA MORENO
Secretaria General

ANEABE

C / Serrano N°76 5° Dcha.
ES - 28006 Madrid, Espaiia
Phone : +34 91 57 58226

Fax : +34 91 57 81816

Email : aneabe @aneabe.com

SRI LANKA

Mr Premasiri MADARASINGHE
Assistant Director
Food Control Administration Unit
Ministry of Health

“Suwasiripaya”, Deans Road, Colombo 10

Sri Lanka

Phone : +9477 35597 58
Fax : +9411 236 8813
Email : madaras @sltnet.lk

SUDAN - SOUDAN - SUDAN

Mr Ismail AHMED AL KAMISH
Head of Food and Water Safety Section
Federal Ministry of Health

Khartoum

Phone : +249 912 247 820

Email : kamish2005 @hotmail.com

SURINAME

Dr Virginia ASIN-OOSTBURG
Policy Advisor

Ministry of Health

Gravenstraat 64

SR — Paramaribo, Suriname
Phone : +597 477 601

Fax : +597 47 39 23

Email : fvirros @yahoo.com

SWEDEN - SUEDE - SUECIA

Mrs Kerstin JANSSON

Deputy Director

Ministry of Agriculture

Animal and Food Division

SE — 103 33 Stockholm, Sweden
Phone : +46 8 405 1168

Fax : +46 8 20 64 96

Email : kerstin.jansson @agriculture.ministry.se

SWITZERIAND - SUISSE - SUIZA

Mr Pierre STUDER

Federal Department of Home Affairs FDHP

Federal Office of Public Health FOPH
Consumer Protection Directorate
Food Safety Division
Schwarzenburgstrasse 165

CH - 3097 Liebefeld, Switzerland
Phone : +41 31 323 31 05

Fax : +41 3132295 74

Email : pierre.studer@bag.admin.ch

Dr Marco JERMINI

Cantonal Chemist and Director
Cantonal Laboratory

Department of Health and Social Affairs
Cantonal Laboratory, Via Mirasole 22
CH - 6500 Bellinzona, Switzerland
Phone : +41 91 814 61 14

Fax : +41 91 814 61 19

Email : marco.jermini @ti.ch

Mr Marco DE ROSSA

Chemist

Cantonal Laboratory

Department of Health and Social Affairs
Cantonal Laboratory, Via Mirasole 22
CH - 6500 Bellinzona, Switzerland
Phone : +41 91 814 61 65

Fax : +4191 814 61 19

Email : marco.derossa@ti.ch
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Mrs Irina DU BOIS

Head of Regulatory Affairs
Nestec Ltd.

Avenue Nestlé 55

CH-1800 Vevey, Switzerland
Phone : +41 21 924 22 61

Fax: +41 21924 4547

Email: irina.dubois @nestle.com

Mr Marcel KREBER

L’association des producteurs d’eaux minérales
et de soft-drinks suisses

Engimattstrasse 11

Case postale 2124

CH - 8027 Zurich, Switzerland

Phone : +41 44221 21 84

Fax: +41 44 211 62 06

Email: marcel.kreber @ getraenke.ch

Dr Otto RAUNHARDT

Fédération des Industries Alimentaires Suisses
FIAL

Rossmattenweg 6

CH-8932 Mettmenstetten

Phone : +41 44 768 2606

Fax : +41 44 768 2619

Email : otto.raunhardt@bluewin.ch

Mrs Ursula TRUEB

Representative of the Swiss Consumer
Organizations

Swiss Consumer Organizations

Bolzli 1

CH - 4312 Magden, Switzerland
Phone : +41 61 841 12 56

Fax : +41 61 841 12 56

Email : Ursula.trueb @vtxmail.ch

Mr Paul ZWIKER

Honorary President

IFU

Postfach 45

CH - 9220 Bischofszell, Switzerland
Phone : +41 71 420 06 44

Fax : +41 71 429 06 43

Email : zwiker@bluewin.ch

THAILAND - THAILANDE - THAILANDIA

Dr Chanin CHAROENPONG

Principal Scientific Advisor on Standards of
Health Products

Food and Drug Administration

Ministry of Public Health

Tiwanon Rd.

TH — 11000 Nonthaburi, Thailand

Phone : +66 (2) 591 8447

Fax : +66 (2) 591 8446

Email : chanin @fda.moph.go.th

Ms Namaporn ATTAVIROJ

Standards Officer, Office of Commodity and
System Standards

National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and
Food Standards

Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives

3 Rajadamnern Nok Avenue, Phranakorn
TH - 10200 Bangkok, Thailand

Phone : +66 (2) 280 3887

Fax : +66 (2) 280 3899

Email : namaporn_jar @yahoo.com

THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF
MACEDONIA -

EX-REPUBLIQUE YOUGOSLAVE DE
MACEDOINE -

EX REPUBLICA YUGOSLAVA DE
MACEDONIA

Prof. Stanislava LAZAREVSKA
Director of Food Directorate

Food directorate

50 Divizija, N°6

MK - 1000 Skopje, Macedonia

Phone : +389 23 296 430

Fax : +389 23 296 823

Email : stanislavalazarevska @yahoo.com




ALINORM 08/31/20 - Appendix I

Page 23

Dr Lence JOVANOVSKA

Head of Department

Food Directorate

50 Divizija, N°6

MK - 1000 Skopje, Macedonia
Phone : +389 23 296 430

Fax : +389 23 296 823

Email : Jovanovska 1@yahoo.com

TUNISIA - TUNISIE - TUNEZ

Mrs Ikram Moujbani BOUSSOFARA
Ingénieur

Office de thermalisme

Ministere du Tourisme

10, Rue de medine 1002

TN — Tunis, Tunisie

Phone : +216 718 445 66

Fax : +216 717 918 68

Email : ikrammmoujbani @ gmail.com

UNITED KINGDOM -
ROYAUME UNI -
REINO UNIDO

Mr Paul NUNN

Senior Scientific Officer

Food Standards Agency

115b, Aviation House, 125 Kingsway

UK - London WC2B 6NH, United Kingdom
Phone : +44 (0)20 7276 8160

Fax : +44 (0)20 7276 8193

Email : paul.nunn @foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA -
ETATS-UNIS D’AMERIQUE -
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA

Dr Henry KIM

Supervisory Chemist

U.S. Food and Drug Administration
5100 Paint Branch Parkway,

US -20740-3835 College Park, MD
United States of America

Phone : +1 301 436 2023

Fax : +1 301 436 2651

Email : henry.kim@fda.hhs.gov

Dr Paul SOUTH

Review Chemist

U.S. Food and Drug Administration
5100 Paint Branch Parkway

US —20740-3835 College Park, MD
United States of America

Phone : +1 301 436 1640

Fax : +1 301 436 2651

Email : Paul.South @fda.hhs.gov

Mr Robert HIRST

Vice President — Education, Science and
Technical Relations

International Bottled Water Association

1700 Diagonal Road, Suite 650

Alexandria, VA 22314, United States of America
Phone : +1 703 647 4611

Fax : +1 703 683 4074

Email : bhirst@bottledwater.org

INTERNATIONAL GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS - ORGANISATIONS
GOUVERNEMENTALES
INTERNATIONALES -
ORGANIZACIONES INTERNACIONALES
GUBERNAMENTALES

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO) -
ORGANIZATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE
(OMS) -ORGANIZATION MONDIALE DE LA
SALUD (OMS)

Mr Bruce GORDON

Technical Officer

Assessing and managing

Environmental Risks to Health

World Health Organization

CH - 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland

Phone : +41 22 791 27 28

Fax : +41 22 791 4159

Email : gordonb@who.int
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INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
ORGANISATIONS NON-GOUVERNEMENTALES INTERNATIONALES
ORGANIZACIONES INTERNACIONALES NO GUBERNAMENTALES

GROUPEMENT INTERNATIONAL DES SOURCES D’EAUX NATURELLES ET D’EAUX
CONDITIONNEES (GISENEC) - EUROPEAN FEDERATION OF BOTTLED WATERS
ASSOCIATION (EFBW)

Mrs Patricia FOSSELARD Dr Mrs Carine LAMBERT
Secretary General Secretary General

EFBW - European Federation of Bottled Waters FICEB

Rue de I’ Association 32 20 Cité Oricherhoehl Strassen
BE - 1000 Brussels, Belgium LU - 8036 Luxembourg
Phone : +32 2 210 20 32 Phone : +32 475 58 38 43
Fax : +322 21020 35 Email : ficeb@cdlk.be

Email : p.fosselard @efbw.org

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF BEVERAGES

Mr José BONTEMPS ASSOCIATIONS (ICBA)
Corporate Scientific and Nutritional Advisor
Spadel Ms Péivi JULKUNEN
Rue Colonel Bourg 103 Chair, ICBA Committee for Codex
BE - 1030 Brussels, Belgium International Council of Beverages Associations
Phone : +322 70238 11 (ICBA)c/o JSDA, Nihonbashi-muromachi 3-3-3,
Fax : +322 70238 12 Chuo-Ku
Email : jbontemps @spawater.com JP - 103-0022 Tokyo, Japan
Phone : +1 404 676 2677
Mr Peter EASTON Fax : +1 404 598 2677
Water Ressources Manager Email : pjulkunen @na.ko.com
Coca-Cola Services
Chaussée de Mons 1424 Mr Josep MOLAS PAGES
BE — 1070 Brussels, Belgium EU Water Technical Manager

Coca-Cola Iberian Business Unit

Phone : +32 2 559 20 81 Josefa Valcarcel, 36

Fax: +3225592375 SP — 28027 Madrid, Spain
Email : peaston @eur.ko.com Phone : +34 91 348 28 13
Email : jmolaspages @eur.ko.com
Dr Pierangelo GRIPPO
Chair of TRG

GISENEC - EFBW

Rue de 1’ Association 32

BE - 1000 Brussels, Belgium

Phone : +39 34 84 412 003

Email : pierangelo.grippo @ waters.nestle.com
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SWISS SECRETARIAT - SECRETRIAT SUISSE-
SECRETARIA SUIZA

Ms Clémence MERCAY

Codex Alimentarius

Division of International Affairs

Swiss Federal Office of Public Health
CH - 3003 Bern, Switzerland

Phone: +41 31 322 96 49

Fax: +41 31322 11 31

Email: clemence.mercay @bag.admin.ch

Ms Francesca OTTINO-FALCO
Laboratorio cantonale

Via Mirasole 22

CH - 6500 Bellinzona, Switzerland
Phone: +41 91 814 61 12

Fax: +41 91 814 61 19

Email : francesca.ottino-falco @ti.ch

CODEX SECRETARIAT-SECRETARIAT DU
CODEX-SECRETARIA CODEX

Dr Kazuaki MIYAGISHIMA

Secretary, Codex Alimentarius Commission
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

IT - 00153 Rome, Italy

Phone : +39 06 570 54390

Fax : +39 06 570 54593

Email: kazuaki.miyagishima@fao.org

Dr Jeronimas MASKELIUNAS

Food Standards Officer

Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

IT - 00153 Rome, Italy

Phone : +39 06 5703967

Fax : +39 57034593

Email: Jeronimas.Maskeliunas @fao.org

Mrs Noriko ISEKI

Senior Food Standards Officer

Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

IT - 00153 Rome, Italy

Phone : +39 06 570 53195

Fax : +39 570 54593

Email: noriko.iseki @fao.org , isekin @who.int




ALINORM 08/31/20 page 26
APPENDIX IT

Proposed Draft Amendment to Sections 3.2 and 6.3.2 of the Codex Standard For Natural Mineral
Waters (CODEX STAN 108 - 1981)

(Advanced for Adoption at Step 5/8)

3.2 HEALTH-RELATED LIMITS FOR CERTAIN SUBSTANCES

Natural mineral water in its packaged state shall contain not more than the following amounts of the
substances indicated hereunder:

3.2.1 Antimony 0.005 mg/1

3.2.2 Arsenic 0.01 mg/l, calculated as total As
3.2.3 Barium 0.7 mg/l'

3.24 Borate 5 mg/l, calculated as B

3.2.5 Cadmium 0.003 mg/1

3.2.6 Chromium 0.05 mg/l, calculated as total Cr
3.2.7 Copper 1 mg/l

3.2.8 Cyanide 0.07 mg/1

3.2.9 Fluoride See section 6.3.2

3.2.10 Lead 0.01 mg/1

3.2.11 Manganese 0.4 mg/1

3.2.12 Mercury 0.001 mg/1

3.2.13 Nickel 0.02 mg/1

3.2.14 Nitrate 50 mg/l, calculated as nitrate
3.2.15 Nitrite 0.1 mg/1 as nitrite

3.2.16 Selenium 0.01 mg/1

The following substances shall be below the limit of quantification” when tested, in accordance with the
methods prescribed in Section 7:

3.2.17 Surface active agents ’
3.2.18  Pesticides and PCBs’
3.2.19 Mineral oil®

3.2.20 Polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons’

6.3 ADDITIONAL LABELLING REQUIREMENTS

6.3.2

If the product contains more than 1 mg/l of fluoride, the following term shall appear on the label as part of,
or in close proximity to, the name of the product or in an otherwise prominent position: "contains fluoride".
In addition, the following sentence should be included on the label: "The product is not suitable for infants
and children under the age of seven years" where the product contains more than 1.5 mg/l fluorides.

Pending further review of new scientific evidence by an appropriate scientific body to be determined by FAO/WHO.
As stated in the relevant ISO methods.

Temporarily endorsed pending elaboration of appropriate method(s) of analysis.
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