
World Food Day 16 October 2012 

 

World Food Day is an event established and organized by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

(FAO). The purpose of the day is to raise public awareness about food security issues and to strengthen solidarity in the 

struggle against hunger, malnutrition and poverty. This year’s theme, “Agricultural cooperatives – key to feeding the 

world”, has been chosen to highlight the role of cooperatives in improving food security and contributing to the eradication 

of hunger. A cooperative is an association of women and men who come together to form a jointly owned, democratically 

controlled enterprise that satisfies its members’ needs and pursues profit and sustainability.  Interest in cooperatives and 

rural organizations is also reflected in the decision of the UN General Assembly to designate 2012 “International Year of 

Cooperatives”.  

Nearly one in seven people suffer from undernourishment, yet the world has the means to eliminate hunger and fuel 

sustainable development. There is broad agreement that smallholders in agriculture, fisheries and forestry will provide 

much of the extra food needed to feed more than nine billion people by 2050. One of the necessary steps to achieving 

food security is to support and invest in cooperatives, producer organizations and other rural institutions in order to 

strengthen the position of these smallholders. 

During this year’s World Food Day in Stockholm the role of agricultural cooperatives in achieving food security will be 

discussed by representatives from the private sector, civil society, governmental agencies, academia and multilateral 

organizations. 

Did you know that… 

 Cooperatives across all sectors provide over 100 million jobs around the world, 20 percent more than 
multinational enterprises.  

 An estimated 1 billion people worldwide are members of cooperatives. 

 In 2008, the top 300 cooperatives were responsible for an aggregate turnover of US$1.1 trillion. This is 
the size of the world’s tenth largest economy, Canada. 

 In Kenya, cooperatives have the following market shares: 70 percent of coffee, 76 percent of dairy, and 
95 percent of cotton. 

 
 

           Time: Tuesday 16 October, 9.00-12.30 
Place: Stora tigern, Ministry for Rural Affairs, Fredsgatan 8, Stockholm 
Registration: By filling out the registration form here or by emailing fao@faonorden.se, no later than the 12 October. There is no fee but 
places are limited so please leave notice latest by 12 October if you are unable to attend. For further information please visit our website 
www.faonorden.se 
Moderator: Melinda Sundell, SIANI 
Language: English 
 

 

Welcome! 

                                     

                        

 

The seminar is arranged by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the Swedish 
Cooperative Centre (SCC), the Swedish Ministry for Rural Affairs, the Federation of Swedish Farmers (LRF), 

the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC), the Swedish International Agricultural Network Initiative (SIANI), 
the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), and the Church of Sweden.  

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?fromEmail=true&formkey=dDJ3dzZWYXZrWEs2T05aUXBFa0MwN2c6MQ
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