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EFW side-event “National Forest Programme 
experiences in Europe and Central Asia”, 

Rome, 23 October 2008

Heikki Granholm, Counsellor of Forestry 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Finland
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KEY MESSAGES

• Finland has a long and a very positive experience on 
national forest programmes.

• NFP is a key and dynamic forest policy instrument.
• NFP 2015, together with METSO forest biodiversity 

programme 2008 – 2016, address all relevant forest policy 
issues.

• NFP provides a balanced approach to all forest functions, 
including climate change, bioenergy and water issues.

• Encouragement to other countries to make use of NFP or 
similar approaches  
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FORESTS’ IMPORTANCE FOR FINLANDFORESTS’ IMPORTANCE FOR FINLAND

� 22 mill. ha of forests
� Harvesting 60 mill.m3/y
� Stumpage earnings 2 billion � /y (30 � /m3)
� Average net income 100 � /ha/y
� 25 % of exports from forest products

� Forest sector employment 90 000 
� Multiple use, common right of access 

� 76% of land area covered by forests
� Endangered species: 37% in forestsEuropean Forest Institute - EFI

ECONOMYECONOMY

SOCIALSOCIAL

ECOLOGYECOLOGY
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ACTIVE FOREST POLICY SINCE 1960’sACTIVE FOREST POLICY SINCE 1960’s

� Threat: Total harvesting 
exceeded annual growth in 
1960’s

� Solution: Increased investments 
into silviculture since 1965

� Result: Annual growth of forests 
has increased from 55 to 98 
million m3

� Opportunity: Roundwood 
harvesting can be increased to 
67-72 million m3/y (Total drain 
to 77-82 mill. m3) Finnish Forest Research Institute

National Forest Inventory since 1920’s

Annual growth and harvesting of forests
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FINLAND’S NATIONAL FOREST 
PROGRAMME

FINLAND’S NATIONAL FOREST 
PROGRAMME

� NFP 2010 approved by the Government 1999

� Useful forest policy tool

� Large updating process 2006-2008

� Future Review for the Forest Sector 2006

� South-Finland forest biodiversity programme 
METSO 2008-2016 prepared simultaneously 

� NFP 2015 approved by the Government 
March 2008

1999

2008

2006

6
fpol0805basic.ppt

“Finland is one of the leaders of sustainable forestry
and forest sector know-how”

NATIONAL FOREST PROGRAMME 2015NATIONAL FOREST PROGRAMME 2015

� New competitive 
products and services

� Considerably 
increased use of 
domestic wood

� Enhanced forest 
biodiversity

Government decision  27.3.2008
VisionVision
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Competitive environ-
ment for forest 

industry and forestry

Competitive environ-
ment for forest 

industry and forestry

Climate change and 
renewable energy

Climate change and 
renewable energy

Forest recreation 
and culture

Forest recreation 
and culture

Forest sector know-
how and social 

acceptability

Forest sector know-
how and social 

acceptability

Sustainable management 
and use of forests 

internationally

Sustainable management 
and use of forests 

internationally

Forest biodiversity 
and environmental 

benefits

Forest biodiversity 
and environmental 

benefits

11 22

33

44

55

66
Increasing welfare on 
the basis of diverse 

forests

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVESSTRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
NATIONAL FOREST 
PROGRAMME 2015
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NATIONAL FOREST 
PROGRAMME 2015

2. Role of forests in climate change and renewable energy2. Role of forests in climate change and renewable energy

Use of wood-based energyUse of wood-based energy

Climate change and 
forestry

Climate change and 
forestry

Use of wood-based 
products

Use of wood-based 
products

Use of forest chips increases 
to 8-12 Mm3/y (2006: 3.4).

Use of wood as carbon storage increases.
Domestic use of sawn goods >1.2 
m3/person/y (2006: 0.94).

Annual carbon sink in trees and forest 
soil >10-20 Mtn CO2 equivalent (2002-
06: 35.4).
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NFP target

Use of forest chips 1999-

EU renewable 
energy target 
2020 for Finland: 
from 28.5% to 
38% of energy 
consumption.
Forest chips can 
cover 3% units of 
increase.
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Source: State of Europe's Forests 2007. 

No intervention
Minimal intervention
Active management

NATIONAL FOREST 
PROGRAMME 2015

3. Forest biodiversity and environmental benefits3. Forest biodiversity and environmental benefits

Area and quality of protected forests in 
Europe

Share of strictly protected forests in 
Finland’s regions
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NATIONAL FOREST 
PROGRAMME 2015

3. Forest biodiversity and environmental benefits3. Forest biodiversity and environmental benefits

Forest biodiversityForest biodiversity

Regression of forest habitats and species 
will stop and positive development of forest 
biodiversity is established.
METSO forest biodiversity programme 
2008-2016.

Waters and soilWaters and soil

The load from forestry to waters decreases.
Excellent or good water protection in 95% 
of forest operations (2006: harvesting 96%, 
soil preparation 82%)

METSO programme 2008-2016
� Ecologically effective voluntary 

methods, trade of nature 
values 

� 100 000 – 190 000 ha new 
strictly protected forests

� 90 000 – 200 000 ha of fixed-
term nature value contracts

� Forest biodiversity research

� Cooperation, promotion, 
education, communication

� Resource need 80 – 140 M� /y

Government decision  27.3.2008
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STAGES OF NFP2015

Forecasting

Follow-up

Ex ante Mid-term Mid-term Ex post evaluation

PLANNING IMPLEMENTATION

PLANNING

2008 2015


