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WORLD FOOD DAY 2007 IS BEHIND AND MUCH WORK STILL AHEAD OF US…

   ear Friends,
The �rst issue of the Right to Food newsletter was released online on occasion of World Food Day, 
on 16 October�FAO�s anniversary. Therefore, in this second edition, I would like to start by sharing 
with you our impressions of this remarkable event.

The unprecedented worldwide mobilisation to commemorate World Food Day 2007 on the theme 
of �The Right to Food�, con�rmed the increasing recognition throughout the world 

of the important role of human rights in �ghting hunger. It was OUR and YOUR 
opportunity to stress the importance of this human right, demonstrate the many 
successful cases and at the same time show how much work is still ahead of us to 
achieve its realization.

Around World Food Day, the Right to Food Unit had organized a Right to Food 
Week, one week full of events and activities on various right to food issues and to-
pics. Our partners, ActionAid, FIAN, Right to Food Secretariat Campaign India, were 
actively engaged in the events. We had many interesting discussions. For example, 
one of the presentations posed the question whether the legislation on the right to 
food will help the poor, while other presentation analyzed such cross-cutting the-
mes as gender and the right to food or bioenergy and the right to food. 

World Food Day was a great opportunity to successfully raise awareness on the 
right to food at the international, national and sub-national levels. Hundreds of 
newspapers and journals around the world reported on the right to food. In a 
number of countries, it generated political, legislative and programmatic initiatives 
for longer-term engagement with the right to food. 

World Food Day was celebrated by more than 150 countries. Highlights included a worldwide can-
dlelight vigil starting in Samoa and moving around the globe; art and photo exhibits and musical 
events in Cairo, Rome, Quito and other cities; the establishment of a Right to Food Chair at Bethesda 
University in Tehran, sporting events such as the Run for Food race in Rome and Turin. Personalities, 
amongst them, Ko� Annan, Louise Arbour, Jean Ziegler and Roberto Baggio, issued statements on 
occasion of WFD to draw attention to the problem of world hunger. All statements can be found on 
www.fao.org/righttofood. 
 
World Food Day 2007 was also FAO�s day and we, the Right to Food Unit, take the positive energy 
we received from your engagement as a strong incentive to continue our work, inform and train on 
the human rights-based approach to food security and its practical implications for policies, strate-

gies and programmes. We will, even more than in the 
past, provide support and advice to countries in their 
efforts to implement the right to food.

Yours sincerely,

Barbara Ekwall

Coordinator of the Right to Food Unit

“Where hunger and 
malnutrition persist, 
there can be no justice 
or security. A just world 
is one where every 
woman and man – every 
girl and boy – can live in 
dignity, without 
wondering where the 
next meal comes from.” 

Louise Arbour, United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, statement on the 
occasion of World Food Day 2007

�Candlelight Vigil at the Collosseum in Rome�
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