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CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT FOR THE RIGHT TO FOOD
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THE UNItED 
NAtIONS FOOD 
AND AGRICuLtuRE 
ORGANIZAtION 
(FAO) has a unique 
role related to 
the right to food 
and food security. 
According to the 
FAO Constitution, 
the FAO is comprised 
of members that 
are “determined 
to promote the 
common welfare by 
furthering separate 
and collective action 
on their part for the 
purpose of: raising 
levels of nutrition 
and standards of 
living ... and thus ... 
ensuring humanity’s 
freedom from 
hunger.”

FAO, Constitution 
Preamble (2008).

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations 
organizes a three-day Global Forum on the Right to Food at FAO 
headquarters in Rome from 1 through 3 October 2008. The Forum 
will offer an opportunity for Member States and stakeholders

to share experiences, 
to collect lessons learned and 
to discuss ways to promote further the implementation of the 
Right to Food Guidelines.

The Forum is a follow up to the High-Level Conference on World 
Food Security and the Challenges of Climate Change and Bioenergy 
(3 to 5 June 2008) and will, in turn, make contributions to the 
discussions at the High-level Meeting on �Feeding the World in 
2050� (5 to 7 November 2008).
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Dear Reader,
Welcome to the third issue of our Right to Food Newsletter. The overarching theme 
of this issue is �capacity building and training�. Capacity building is a �buzz word�, 
in particular in the context of international cooperation - but what does it actually 
mean? It encompasses human resource and organizational development and is 
about the elaboration of management structures, processes and procedures. It is the 
process through which individuals, organisations and societies obtain, strengthen 
and maintain the capabilities to set and achieve their own development objectives 
over time. 

Capacity development is one of the main objectives of the Right to Food Unit. Many 
activities are related to it, including the development of a right to food curriculum. 
Starting with a task analysis, we identi�ed the knowledge needed by each target 
group, set learning objectives and are now �nalizing the content of the different 
modules. The Right to Food Curriculum, which will be available soon, will be a 
compendium of lessons to impart knowledge and understanding needed for the 
implementation of right to food. It will serve as a guide for instructors, teachers and 
trainers when developing courses and training programmes on the right to food. It is 
our hope that this tool for capacity development will be widely used.

In this Newsletter, we will also show you how important the use of information 
communication technologies (ICTs) is in the advancement of human rights 
understanding and give you two ICT examples for right to food. 

You might be interested to know that in July 2008, the FAO Right to Food Unit will 
conduct an electronic conference to collect case studies, exchange experiences and 
discuss lessons learned in the �ve areas of action for the implementation of the right 
to food. This will comprise one session of two weeks on Advocacy and Training. You 
will be receiving an announcement with more details shortly.  The outcome of this 
e-conference will �ow into the discussions of the Global Right to Food Forum to 
be held in Rome from 1 to 3 October 2008. 

Knowledge is essential in the �ght against hunger. In order to do our work well, 
we need to understand and respond to new emerging questions and concerns, such 
as for example, the issue of rising food prices and bioenergy. All our efforts need 
to be communicated in a way that reaches and informs Governments, civil society 
and people. We also need to ensure that knowledge, experiences made and lessons 
learned are exchanged and that new knowledge is created for the bene�t of the 
global community. 

I wish you an interesting reading,

Barbara Ekwall
Coordinator Right to Food Unit

CAPACItY 
BuILDING IS At tHE 

HEARt Of FAO’S 
MANDAtE.

The Right to Food 
Unit contributes 

to achieving FAO�s 
vision to strengthen 

the national 
capacities of its 

member states to 
achieve their goals 

in food security 
applying a rights-
based approach.

GLOBAL FORUM 
ON THE RIgHT TO FOOD 
1 – 3 October 2008, Rome




