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REALIZING THE RIGHT TO FOOD
ON EVERY CONTINENT

EXAMPLES FROM COUNTRIES

How is food security coordinated?

Given the multi-dimensional nature of food and nutrition security,
several ministries and institutions need to work together in order
to ensure that diverse sectoral and multi-sectoral policies relate
appropriately and make contributions to the immediate and longer
term rights-based food security and nutrition policy objectives.
The following are a few examples from countries that have already
established or are in the process of setting up a coordination
mechanism on rights-based food security.

ZANZIBAR

In order to effectively monitor the implementation and achievements
of the Zanzibar Food Security and Nutrition policy in line with
the Strategy for Growth and Reduction of Poverty, a strong and
elaborate coordination mechanism will be put in place. There are
three structures at the national level that oversee the execution
of food and nutrition activities: An Intersectoral Steering
Committee (ISSC), which is the main decision making body,
responsible for overall guidance to programme implementation;
the Stakeholders Technical Committee (STC) — will serve as
an advisory body to the ISSC with the main aim to ensure effective
and coordinated implementation of the policy and programme; and
the National Food Security and Nutrition Division (NFSND)
will operate the day to day activities. The ISSC is an example of a
cross-sectoral body. Its members are all high level representatives
of key Ministries with a bearing upon food security and nutrition,
as well as representatives of the private sector (Chamber of
Commerce) and NGOs.

UGANDA

The Food and Nutrition Bill, to be adopted in the near future,
stipulates that a Uganda Food and Nutrition Council be
established to ensure harmonisation and integration of the right to
food. It will coordinate, monitor and evaluate the implementation
of food and nutrition security and any strategies and plans made
under the Policy in the country and contribute to the preparation
of policies and programmes that ensure access to natural
resources and their utilization. The Council will have the power to
appoint committees to assist it in the carrying out of its functions
and will also be able to delegate its functions. District level Food
Security Committees will also be established to ensure local
level coordination. The secretariat of the Council will oversee and
coordinate the implementation of the policies and decisions of
the Council as well as coordinate and monitor implementation of
programs and plans by local governments.

BRAZIL

In 20086, the Parliament adopted the Brazilian Framework Law on
Food and Nutritional Security (LOSAN - Lei organica de seguranca
alimentar e nutricional) that, among others, establishes the national
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food and nutrition security system. The main bodies in charge
of the implementation of the food and nutrition security are the
following: (a) the National Conference on Food and Nutrition
Security, a nation-wide conference to take place at least every
4 years and responsible for providing to the National Food and
Nutrition Security Council (CONSEA) directives and priorities
for the national food and nutrition policy and plans as well as for
the evaluation of the National Food and Nutrition Security System
(SISAN), (b) CONSEA, an advisory body assisting the Presidency
of the state on food and nutrition security and (c) the Inter-
ministerial Chamber of Food and Nutrition Security, a body
responsible for elaborating the national policy on food and nutrition
security, for coordinating its implementation and for harmonizing
policies and plans of its counterparts at state and district level.
CONSEA includes one-third of governmental representatives
and two-thirds of civil society representatives whereas the Inter-
departmental Chamber is composed of Ministers of the state and
Special Secretaries responsible for food and nutrition security.

WHAT SHOULD A
RIGHT TO FOOD STRATEGY
COMPRISE?

All States, particularly those most threatened with food
insecurity, should put in place a national strategy for the
realization of the right to food. A national strategy should
in particular comprise the establishment of appropriate
institutional mechanisms in order to:

1. Identify, at the earliest stage possible, emerging
threats to the right to adequate food, by adequate
monitoring systems.

2. Assess the impact of new legislative initiatives or
policies on the right to adequate food.

3. Improve coordination between the different relevant
ministries and between the national and sub-national
levels of government.

4. Improve accountability, with a clear allocation of
responsibilities, and the setting of precise timeframes
for the realization of the dimensions of the right to
food which require progressive implementation.

5. Ensure the adequate participation, particularly, of the
most food-insecure segments of the population.
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For feedback and comments, please contact the editors Lidija Knuth (Lidija.Knuth@fao.org) and
Mauricio Rosales (Mauricio.Rosales@fao.org). To download our newsletter and other information
material, visit our right to food website at: www.fao.org/righttofood .
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