Chairman’s Summary Report of the Major Groups’ Forum on Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development, 29 March 2001 (at 16th Session of COAG)

Introduction
The Forum was organised as a Special Event, concurrent with COAG. The one-day event was a continuation of the multistakeholder dialogue on agriculture and land at the 8th Session of the CSD in April-May 2000 (in conformity CSD decision 8/4, paragraph 46). The outcome of the Forum will assist FAO in completing the Task Manager’s report on “Land and Agriculture” for CSD 10 and in preparing for the Rio+10 Summit in 2002.

Participants in the Forum were representatives of five of the nine Major Groups identified in Agenda 21: Indigenous Peoples, Non-Governmental Organizations, Workers and Trade Unions, Business and Industry, and Farmers. Also participating in the dialogue were representatives of Regional Focal Groups working with FAO and the Thematic Groups working towards the forthcoming session of the Committee on Food Security and the ‘World Food Summit Five Years Later.’ Representatives of some Government Delegations attending COAG also were present and joined the debate.

This wide-ranging, dialogue was structured around two general themes:

1) resources for sustainable agriculture and rural development

2) enhancing partnerships for SARD 

For a more complete record of the dialogue as well as case examples that were presented during the forum, participants are directed to the FAO web site on SARD.

Mobilizing Resources for Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development
Farmers representing the views of a broad spectrum of countries identified that the most important resource for SARD is the farmer, who needs to be recognised not only as a producer but also as a citizen within her or his community. They require training in necessary skills to make a successful career in farming by choice rather than without other options.  Infrastructural resources are required for farmers as producers and for the quality of life of rural communities. Citing successful examples from the Philippines, programs to provide farmers with secure tenure are important. In order to improve biodiversity in agricultural production systems, traditional genetic resources must be revived and regenerated. This was illustrated through an example from India whereby once there were 10,000 rice varieties but now there are only 100. Farmers need market opportunities. This means fair prices for their products and a more level playing field for their trade. Without remunerative prices farmers cannot invest in the best agricultural methods for SARD. Development resources should be shared more equitably between rural and urban areas, in relation to the respective size of their populations. Siphoning off resources from rural areas for urban development impedes SARD.

NGOs provided two case studies from Brazil and Indonesia and Malaysia. The case study from Brazil demonstrated how the implementation of agroecological practices improved yields by substituting chemical inputs with natural resource management. The results came about through farmer participation, problem identification and selecting alternatives. Costs and risks were low in the process and the yields were improved for 20000 farmers.  However, public policy worked against this approach. The second example came from the NGO program or farmer field school (FFS) in Indonesia. There, 7000 farmers of which 60% were women were trained. There was a drop in pesticides with no drop of yields. The alumni have emerged as a farmer's organisation working for policy advocacy. Involvement of women in FFS has improved confidence as well. 

Business and Industry: There is no single solution for SARD; farmers should be empowered to make informed choices. Integrated farming systems are based on best practice principles that seek to employ the most appropriate mixture of modern and traditional methods to achieve productivity, efficiency and economy, while providing the social and environmental benefits sought by society. Political and economic stability, inclusiveness, accountability and good governance all form part of the necessary enabling framework to attract financial resources for SARD. Education and training are important tools to allow communities to develop appropriate solutions at the local level. Increased market opportunities can foster sustainability for farmers. 

Agricultural Workers and Trade Unions: To increase the role and contribution of waged agricultural workers and their trade unions to SARD, support and resources are needed to: 1) ensure the recognition of their role and contribution – past, present and future - to SARD; 2) promote the international acceptance of core and agricultural labour standards of the International Labour Organisation (ILO) as a central component and measure of sustainable agriculture; 3) develop links between small farmers’ organisations and trade unions: 4) promote sustainable employment and employment conditions; 5) Improve health, safety and environmental (HSE) standards for agricultural workers, farmers, and the public, including regulation and enforcement: 6) Provide training for waged agricultural workers on SARD; 7) Promote participation by workers and their trade unions in decision-making on all aspects of food production; 8) Enable waged agricultural workers and their trade unions to play a greater role in food safety and food security issues for the benefit of the population as a whole.

The Indigenous Peoples have been historically looked upon with prejudice and the process of colonisation has meant the pillaging of their territories. This has lead to the systematic exclusion of what people need to live a dignified life. Indigenous Peoples suffer from a lack of food security and income. The UN Draft Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples should be promoted and ratified. Rehabilitation of organic systems and agroecology in the Andean and Amazon regions is important. Appropriate technology, access to credit and strengthening organisational capacity are all needed. Effective participation on all policy making levels is necessary from the local to the international. The democratisation of financial institutions could allow local administration of funds. A world fund for the development of indigenous peoples could be created from taxes on polluters who pollute within our territory. As in the FAO document, there is no one single solution for the achievement for SARD. Differences in society are precisely the factors that mark the conditions necessary (e.g., cultural indicators) for the suitable solutions. We recommend that FAO generate information systems for us and about our agrarian problematic. 
Enhancing Partnerships for SARD

Farmers: Strengthening institutional capacity building of civil society organizations is the cornerstone of enhancing partnerships for SARD. Without strong, representative organizations, farmers are unequal players. Farmers should establish relationships with all levels of government, from the community level up to the international level. Partnerships should also be built between farmers’ organisations and research institutes. The farmers’ group also proposed strengthening farmer-to-farmer co-operation, and partnerships with consumers’ organisations. However, some members of the farmers’ group were sceptical about the possibilities for worthwhile partnerships with multinational companies in the agro-food sector. This discussion of partnerships opened up a debate on the nature of present agricultural production systems with the trend towards more intensive and industrial agricultural production methods causing concern. Food aid as a surplus disposal operation was not in the spirit of a true partnership. It can also introduce new food consumption habits that are dependent on imported products. One successful partnership solution that was suggested was to provide food aid on a tri-partite basis, e.g. purchasing maize from Zimbabwe to donate to Zambia. It was also suggested that farmers’ organisations should be more closely involved as partners in the provision and distribution of food aid. 

Indigenous Peoples: We call for the harmonisation/integration of SARD related policies, including health. The maintenance of our cultural and spiritual relationships to the natural world, our lands, and our subsistence foods is vital to our survival, and to the conservation of biodiversity. We represent only 5% of the world's populations, but 90% of world's cultural diversity about 80% of the world's remaining biodiversity is within our territories. We carry diverse traditional knowledge and practices, currently threatened by globalisation. We will continue to work with non-indigenous partners to sensitise their constituents to our food related health, culture, environment, genetic resource erosion, and intellectual property rights issues. All partnerships must be founded on principle of equality. We call for: support to strengthen our own in situ systems of registering and protecting our traditional knowledge; the recognition of our self determination and our collective ownership rights to our lands territories and natural resources; direct access to international markets to avoid financial leakage to intermediaries; the translation of container directions on agro-chemicals to the languages spoken in the countries to which they are exported. 
NGOs said true partnerships among stakeholders for SARD require confronting major challenges such as access to land and the forces of globalisation, especially trade policy and prices for exported raw materials. They stated these forces undermine sustainable agriculture and sustainable development and that family farmers, indigenous peoples, rural women and other stakeholders are weak and ill prepared to collaborate with governments. An initiative in the Philippines has built farmer capacity through extensive participatory training and community research. An initiative in the United States has worked to enhance sustainable livestock production requiring less dependence on feedlots and chemicals. Results have included expanding the local genetic resource base, reducing external inputs, improved farm income and strengthened farmer organisations. Stakeholders become more capable partners when individuals and organisations engage in participatory development.

Agricultural Workers and Trade Unions: On technical and policy issues and partnerships, the IUF proposes the following: 1) With Government: the development by governments of inter-departmental/ministerial coordination mechanisms on SARD which allow for stakeholder participation; and 2) With Industry: continuation of collective bargaining on SARD, complimented where necessary by the development of Horticultural Codes of Conduct in the cut flower/vegetable export sectors, based on fair/ethical trading principles. Such mechanisms have been working, for example, in Zimbabwe and Tanzania in collaborative agreements among growers, trade unions, large food retailers, government, and public interest NGOs. In addition, continuation of the joint training programmes for both agricultural workers and management on pesticides with the Global Crop Protection Federation (GCPF). Two pilot courses have been held in Uganda and the intention is now to hold joint seminars for plantation owners and senior management; 3) With public-interest groups: continuation of the cooperation with the Pesticides Action Network (PAN) to improve collection of pesticide poisoning/contamination incident in respect of the PIC Convention on the international trade in hazardous chemicals; 4) Development of the cooperation with the Global Integrated Pest Management Facility (IPM) to provide information and training on IPM as an alternative to using hazardous pesticides; and 5) At the intergovernmental level: the IUF seeks cooperation with the FAO to provide training on SARD for agricultural workers.
Business and Industry: Governments need to create enabling environments and legal frameworks for all civil society organisations. Sustained relationships between stakeholders are important for achieving SARD. In all dialogue and collaboration, partners must be equals if cooperation is to succeed.  Participatory models of knowledge transfer and joint problem solving are the most likely approaches to create lasting solutions adapted to local conditions. For example, farmers organisations, agricultural workers, municipalities, governments, research institutes and other industry associations worked together in southern Brazil on a training project in integrated farm management; lessons included the importance of partnership with government, local leadership and including women in the training sessions.  Among other cited examples were the Australian Landcare model, using school children as information relays and amplifiers as well as projects that help farmers access farm supports and market opportunities.

Points Raised by Government: Country representatives participating in the Forum raised a series of points, and notably several countries stressed in their remarks that the Forum constituted a harbinger of steps for similar dialogues in the future. They also emphasised the value of processes at the regional level and of moving to the local level with the farmer and agricultural workers. They requested Major Group views on: 1) policies to encourage farmer field schools, and 2) creation of venues to increase FAO, Government and Major Group collaboration in the field in order to increase food security and decrease hunger. Common points included: 1) crises in prevailing agricultural models in developed and developing countries; 2) the need for diversification of agricultural systems; 3) the importance of the conservation of genetic resources; 4) the impact of low prices for agricultural goods, placing the viability of small farmers and national agricultural systems in peril; 5) the need to increase farmer income and offer new economic opportunities, or face increasing poverty and unemployment; 6) the need for training of farmers and local leadership to achieve a “multiplying effect” in rural areas; 7) problems of animal health and food safety; 8) the need for capacity and institution building of Civil Society in various national contexts, in part to better represent their constituencies, make empowerment effective and build genuine partnerships amongst all actors; and 9) the importance of dialogue, with each partner keeping their end of the bargain, and arriving at a common level of information and language for fruitful discussion and to work together harmoniously.

Other CSO/NGO Reactions: Many other interventions stressed the following points: 1) the central role of the farmer as the main actor, whose sustainability is impossible given current prices for production; 2) the critical importance of women and their need for new technologies, credit access and education; 3) the importance of health, training and education for rural groups; 4) the importance of public support for agricultural research; 5) the need for agrarian and land reform; 6) the diversity of kinds of farmer households, with differences in resources, possibilities for investment, access to credit and levels of food security; 7) the importance of water rights; 8) the importance of diversification of production and incomes and of the emergence of direct farmer-to-consumer relationships; 9) the direct ties between climate change and sustainable agriculture, demonstrating that better practice has positive impacts on the environment and climate; 10) examples of successful partnerships between farmers and the private sector to negotiate, for example, worker safety and pesticide use in Uganda; 11) that, indeed, partnerships are key; 12) the importance of developing, implementing and monitoring international agreements in fields including biotechnology and chemicals safety; 13) the importance of shifting resources to agriculture from national defence appropriations and limiting the impact of civil conflict on rural areas; and 14) the importance of addressing political conflicts that halt all possibility of SARD as long as the conflicts persist.
Conclusions

The Major Group representatives welcomed the opportunity to organise this Forum concurrent to the 16th Session of COAG. The dialogue reflected the desire since the first Earth Summit, and recently expressed at CSD-8 regarding Agriculture and Land, to bring together perspectives from Indigenous Peoples, Non-Governmental Organizations, Workers and Trade Unions, Business and Industry, Farmers and Governments in the search for solutions to the challenge of SARD. Expressions of support for such a forum from COAG Members confirm the value of this approach. 

The Major Group representatives indicated strong support for further development of multistakeholder events by FAO. They also noted the value of regional meetings and electronic events to work together on such issues. In this respect, the Major Groups will participate in a series of regional consultations leading up to the World Summit on Sustainable Development, for which FAO is Task Manager for several chapters of Agenda 21. The FAO mandate on food security and the upcoming World Food Summit Five Years Later further illustrate opportunities for collaboration and eventual action. The Major Groups thus confirm their interest in and commitment to finding innovative avenues for work with the FAO Secretariat and Member Governments in the fields of agriculture, food security and rural development.
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