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1. Introduction
Foreword  :

The Education for Rural People (ERP) Partnership, led by FAO and implemented in collaboration with the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO) and other 200 partners, is an ambitious initiative demanding a strong involvement of all international community: members states, United Nations Agencies and civil society.

International cooperation has an important role to play in overcoming the different barriers to achieving progress towards education for rural people. Building awareness of the importance of ERP is a crucial step towards a sustainable development, but in order to reach the people at the grassroots level  the role of the NGOs is more and more relevant. Expanded partnership with NGOs is therefore crucial in making education for rural people happen.
The Adam Fabry’s research has been undertaken in the above mentioned optic developing a shared understanding between FAO and contacted Swedish NGOs on ERP, advocating for increasing the involvement of these NGOs in ERP, reinforcing  their visibility on ERP actions, and fostering networking  at national and international level.
In spite of the fact that only a relatively small number of Swedish NGO’s have a specific rural aspect in their educational projects, crucial issues for rural development and sustainable livelihoods are targeted. 
Moreover, the research started a partnership process that will certainly develop further an increased access to quality basic education for all, in particular for the poor in rural areas.
a. Objectives of the study
Starting from the following two basic concepts :

- in the majority of developing countries, many of the poorest people remain in rural sector and are likely to remain there for several decades. If poverty is to be reduced, something must be done about this sector and one of the best way to act is the education;

-  There is more and more a common agreement about the fundamental role of the civil society in the development process, in particular of the NGOs. Actually there is a mounting number of non governmental policies and practices to alleviate poverty in general and poverty in rural areas,
-The research  first aim is to identify and learn lessons from the experiences of Swedish NGO’s within the field of education for rural people to be shared with the ERP partners. 

- A second aim is to develop a mutual acquaintance among Swedish NGOs and the ERP partnership, which will form an important basis for further networking and collaboration  with the final goal of favoring the lives of rural populations around the world. 
b. Research methodology 


Initially, nearly 100 Swedish NGO’s – identified as working within the educational sector – were contacted and asked to provide information on their contributions to ERP. Among them we further identified 24 NGO’s focusing their activities specifically to improving education of rural people. Their experiences are reported in this paper and are classified according to the following categories:
a) Formal education
Including:
Primary education

Secondary and Vocational education
b) Non-formal education
 Including:

 Non-formal education for children

 Adult literacy programs
 Basic skills training for rural youth and adults (including farmers)
c)  Integrated  approach






2. Background

2.1. What is Education for rural people (ERP)?


Education for Rural People and its role in poverty eradication

 “If you are planning for a year, sow rice; if you are planning for a decade, plant trees;
if you are planning for a lifetime, educate people” (Chinese proverb)


Today, with more than fifty years passed since the adoption of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, for many people around the world, access to basic human rights still remains only a dream. Although the 20th century has commonly been described as an era of historically unprecedented economical growth in the world, humanity has failed to rid the world from poverty and hunger. Data presented below show the bleak picture, which is the reality for so many people all over the world:

	· 840 million undernourished people 

	· 1.5 billion people who live without access to safe drinking water 

	· 2 billion people who live without electricity

	· 860 million illiterate adults, of which more than half are women

	· 130 million children out of school

	· 14 million children who have lost their mothers or both parents to AIDS




Statistics show that the majority of the world’s poor can be found in rural areas, where “they are caught in the vicious cycle of being unable to access the services and opportunities that might take them out of poverty (such as) education, gainful employment, adequate nutrition, infrastructure and communications”
. 



Of the many inequalities that rural people are affected by, there are few that equal in importance to that of their unequal access to education. Indeed, although internationally statistics on education rarely distinguish between urban and rural data, the data that is available shows that enrolment ratios in primary schooling are usually higher in urban than in rural areas and the rates for boys exceed those of girls
. Further to the daunting figures mentioned above, a recent Oxfam report, basing its assumptions on World Bank figures, shows that if current trends continue, as many as “70 countries will definitely miss the goal of universal primary completion by 2015”
. Statistics underline also the fact that the main victims of the current education crisis are girls and women, and mainly rural girls and rural women. Indeed, the United Nations estimates that about 3/5 of the world’s 115 million school-aged children who are out of school are girls
. This is a noticeable fact when remembering that Article 26 in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that “Everyone has the right to education... (which) shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages”
. 


Even though basic education is an essential prerequisite for reducing poverty, improving the living conditions of the rural population and building a food-secure world, children's access to education in rural areas is still much lower than in urban areas, while adult illiteracy is much higher and the quality of education is poorer (*). This truth is further underlined by the fact that  “the lack of basic learning opportunities is both a contributing cause and an effect of rural poverty (in the low-income countries)”
.



In our day, globalization presents new challenges but also new opportunities to improve the lives of poor people, rural and urban alike. In working towards bettering the eradication of poverty on a global level, it can be important to remember the vital function that education can play – a role that for us, the more fortunate ones, is as much enjoyed as easily forgotten. We know that “...farmers with basic education are... better equipped to make more informed decisions for their lives and for their communities and to be active participants in promoting the economic, social and cultural dimensions of development”
 and that there is a direct correlation among education and food security
. Thus, in a world in which we no longer lack the knowledge or the financial resources to end global poverty, promoting access to basic education for all, including rural people,  ought to be more than a mere promise, it should be an obligation for humanity. The time has come to fulfill the words laid down in the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, which have been reaffirmed both in the World Declaration on Education for All, and the Millennium Development Goals, and make education truly universally available. 
2.2. The ERP global partnership initiative and FAO’s cooperation with NGOs

a. The launch of the ERP flagship program



With 70 percent of the world’s poor living in rural areas, where children’s access to education, adult literacy and quality education are still much lower than in their urban counterparts, rural-urban disparities are an issue of major concern for the international community and FAO member countries, as are disparities in education in rural areas. 



Within the United Nations system, FAO is the lead agency for Millennium Goal 1, specifically in what relates to reducing hunger. Building on its mandate to “raise levels of nutrition, improve agricultural productivity, better the lives of rural populations and contribute to the growth of the world economy”
, it seeks to assist developing countries and countries in transition with in their efforts to modernize and improve agriculture, forestry and fisheries practices and ensure good nutrition for all. Since the organization’s founding in 1945, special attention has been placed on developing rural areas, home to the majority of the world's poor and hungry people  


In line with this, and as a direct response to their concern that if rural people do not receive better access to basic education, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of poverty and hunger eradication and universal primary education will not be achieved by 2015, FAO and UNESCO launched in 2002 a new flagship within the Education for All (EFA) initiative with a focus on Education for rural people. Drawing on the interrelated strengths of work of FAO and UNESCO, the flagship calls for joint action to increase the coordination of efforts to promote quality basic education for rural people. 

The objectives of the ERP flagship program are to:

· overcome the urban/rural gap in education;

· increase access to basic Education for Rural People;

· improve the quality of basic Education for Rural People;

· foster the national capacity to plan and implement ERP as part of National Education for All and Rural Development Plans; and 

· to build awareness on the importance of ERP as a crucial step to achieve all the Millennium Development Goals, in particular, eradicating extreme poverty and hunger, achieving universal primary education and promoting gender equity.


In order to achieve these bold objectives, the flagship works on national- as well as international level, advocating the need to focus on the educational needs of rural people. At the national level, technical support is given to countries willing to address the basic educational needs of the rural people by formulating specific strategies as part of National Education for All and Rural Development plans. Internationally, there is a dual work of advocating and mobilizing partnerships for ERP by concentrating on strategic global, regional and international events, while also supporting the exchange of good practices and knowledge on ERP.
b. the ERP partnership and cooperation with NGOs



Highlighting the need for greater collaboration in order to address the existing rural-urban inequalities in education, the flagship seeks to change the traditional modes of working in the development sector in order to address the needs of “the world’s biggest neglected minority – rural people”.  An example of this, the ERP partnership wishes to develop “new multisectoral and interdisciplinary alliances and partnerships among aid specialists working in agriculture and rural development” and therefore invites actors from a broad array of fields, such as member countries, international agencies and civil society to join in the programme. Further, while linking interventions in the field of education with greater poverty reduction and rural development efforts; the flagship also highlights the rich heritage of the rural life, which “should not be ignored and lost, but nurtured and enriched“. 


The partnership FAO’s belief that close cooperation amongst the providers of basic education is a necessity in order to increase access and quality of education in rural areas, the ERP flagship seeks the inclusion of the wide array of actors working to increase the access and quality of rural education
.   
3. Contributions of Swedish NGOs to ERP

3.1. A brief background into Swedish foreign aid in education


With the main goal of “improving the standard of living of poor people and, in the long term, to eradicate poverty”
, the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) – a government agency reporting to the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs – has provided Swedish foreign aid since its inception in the mid 1960s. Responsible for the major part of Sweden’s contributions to international development cooperation, amounting to a total of SEK 21, 751 million (approx. € 2, 417 million), the organization employs more than 700 employees, working in more than 40 offices around the world
. 


In the international context Sweden remains one of the, few donor countries living up to the promise given by rich countries in 1970 – in which they agreed to reach the target of spending 0.7 per cent of Gross National Income (GNI) by the year of 1980. However, although this accomplishment needs to be recognized – and while SIDA broadly recognizes “education... (as) a precondition for poverty reduction and social development”– it should be highlighted that SIDA does not recognize education for rural people per se as one of its official sectors of intervention (while, for example urban development is). 


Within education, SIDA focuses the major part of its activities on aid for the development of basic education, which in 1998 amounted to 60% of the funds disbursed by the organization for education aid. Historically, Swedish support to basic education focused on raising the school infrastructure (primarily through directly aiding the construction of schools in developing countries), while it later shifted towards emphasizing teacher training and the provision of textbooks for the students. Currently, the approach of SIDA is to channel the majority of its support
“directly into developing countries’ own budgets for their overall education programs... (as SIDA believes that) to reach the poorest... it is not enough to build schools in their areas. It is essential for teaching to be in the local languages, using methods based on the pupils’ own desire to learn, and to have competent teachers. In many cases, this requires reform of the entire teaching/learning system”. 
Utilizing this system of work, useful gains could be drawn by better synthesizing governmental interventions at the macro-level with the work of NGO’s on the local-level, and thereby hopefully raising decision makers’ awareness of the many disadvantages that rural learners suffer from in comparison with their urban counterparts.  

3.2  -   Contribution of Swedish NGO’s to ERP : projects and programs 
a.) 
Title: 




“Aid to raise girls’ school attendance in the district of 











Montepuéz”



Focus:




Primary education (focused on girls)


Country:



Mozambique 



NGO:




The Africa Groups of Sweden  (AGS) Afrikagrupperna (the Africa Groups of Sweden)

Contact address:

    Tegelviksgatan 40, 116 41 Stockholm, Sweden

Tel:






+ 46 8 442 70 60

Fax:






+ 46 8 640 36 60

E-mail:





post@afrikagrupperna.se


Internet:




    http://www.afrikagrupperna.se
Contact person:


Ms. Lotta Comé



Local partners:

“Direção Provincial da Educação” (DPE) – Provincial 











Authority for Education, Cabo Delgado



Although improvements have been carried out, problems surrounding the educational system in Mozambique still lead to a majority of students dropping out before reaching fifth grade. These problems are affecting especially the rural people in general – and rural girls in particular. Further difficulties, such as poverty, parent’s analphabetism, discrimination, and pregnancy at an early age, add to the problems girls face in their efforts to receive education. 



Due to the “specifically bad educational situation” found in the district of Montepuéz (Province of Cabo Delgado), the Montepuéz-programme to raise girls´ school attendance was created in 2002, with the goals of:

· raising parent’s engagement for their children’s education;

· engage civil society in questions concerning the school system, making rural needs relevant in the education;

· pay particular attention and support to girls’ access to education and working for women’s alphabetization;

· increasing the student’s knowledge about the HIV/AIDS virus and;

· working for increasing student’s participation in the decision making process at schools .


The activities carried out are wide-ranging, including continuous courses and seminars focusing on finding solutions for raising girls’ attendance in the local schools. During these meetings a broad array of the local communities are present: including school principals, teachers, village leaders, and other influential persons. One of the ways in which girls are attracted back to the schools is through the creation of “gender groups” that organize activities relevant to lives of girls in the rural milieu. Through combining assistance, ranging from the provision of teaching support and English language lessons (English is offered from the eight grade in state schools) to “out-of-school activities”, such as for instance sewing, singing and dancing, the AGS hopes to attract girls back to the school environment again.
 As highlighted throughout this report, it is now a common fact that rural people, in general, are more discriminated than their urban counterparts regarding the possibilities of  obtain a viable basic education that would help them break out of the poverty cycle. Therefore, AGS’ education programme in Montepuéz; focusing on raising girls’ school attendance rates, draws attention to the acknowledged fact that, today, “children everywhere are more affected by poverty than adults, (while) in many countries the poverty incidence among women is higher than among men” (ERP p.43). In the end, AGS’ education programme utilizes a broad, inclusive approach in the development of rural education in Montepuéz – thereby contributing not only to the local development, but also, more importantly, shaping its programme according to the needs of the rural people.  
b.) 
Title: 




“Struggle against bonded labor in Pakistan through 

 education”



Focus:




Primary education



Country:



Pakistan




NGO:




Bonded Labor Liberation Front Sweden (BLLF) Sweden – Address : BLLF (Bonded Labor Liberation Front Global) Add: Vallgatan 2, S-531 30
Lidkoping, Sweden Tel: (46 707) 686564 Fax: (46 510) 547824, (46 510) 28225 ...



Local partners:

BLLF sister organizations in Pakistan



In a recent report, the U.S. Department of Labor wrote “millions of children in Pakistan suffer under a system of bonded labor... the actual total number of working children in Pakistan is probably somewhere between 2 and 19 million” . Under the system of bonded labor advances of “peshgi” (bonded money) are given to a person and “as long as all or part of the peshgi debt remains outstanding, the debtor/worker is bound to the creditor/employer”  According to BLLF the prevalence of bonded labor has a long-standing tradition in industries such as brick kilns, carpet industries, agriculture, fisheries, shoe-making, powers looms, and refuse sorting, and is especially common in Brazil, India, Nepal, and Pakistan. 



The system of bonded labor is striking exceptionally hard on the rural populations. Firstly, as the International Labor Organization (ILO) notes “agriculture (is) a major location for debt bondage, particularly for sharecroppers... (it is) most abject in lower Sindh, followed by southern Punjab”  Research carried out by the Government of Sindh and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) underlines this fact and state that there are “some 1.7 million landless agricultural workers (haris) and sharecroppers in five districts of Sindh Province... most of these people are in debt bondage” . Secondly, the situation is exacerbated as children in poor rural families, often burdened by their family’s debts, are attracted to urban centers and become trapped in the system of bonded labor. Deprived of some of the most elementary human rights, children usually work 10-hour days in dismal working conditions, being paid minimal salaries .  



In its fight against the bonded labor system, BLLF Sweden – in cooperation with its sister agency in Pakistan – has since 1999 run the “Struggle against slavery through education” project. The programme, present in four of Pakistan’s provinces, is aiming at combating bonded labor through providing access to quality basic education and supporting democratic movements in rural Pakistan. Within the framework of the project, BLLF is providing salaries to some 180 teachers and ensures a secure educational environment for more than 5,000 school children.



The BLLF movement in Pakistan, which came into international attention in 1995 as the young Iqbal Masih, one of the children liberated from bonded labor, shared with the world his experiences as a bonded worker in Pakistan’s carpet industry. Upon returning to Pakistan, the then 12 years old Iqbal was killed on the 16 of April, 1995, allegedly murdered by Pakistan’s carpet mafia. 



However, the death of young Iqbal was not in vain as partly thanks to his struggle, the BLLF movement is now operating some 250 primary schools in Pakistan, providing basic education in rural areas to more than 12,000 children . Basing its work on a very single commitment: “to educate children in order to keep them out of the situation of bondage in which they were born”; the organization has been a source of knowledge, self-confidence, and strength for thousands of former bonded laborers. 

c.) 
Title: 




“Primary school programme in Zeanzue, Bong County”


Focus:




Primary education



Country:



Liberia 



NGO:




Liberia Dujar Association (LDA, Sweden)
Address :  Liberia Dujar Association 
                   Tegelviksgatan 40 
                   116 41 Stockholm 
                   SWEDEN 
Tel/fax:      (08) 15 83 00 
E-mail:       lois.hemgren@liberiadujar.org 
Site:            http://www.liberiadujar.org 




Local partners:

LDA sister organizations in Liberia

Liberia – named “Land of the Free” by liberated African slaves from the United States, which, under the supervision of the American Colonization Society (ACS) founded the country in 1820 – has been thrown in and out of coup d’états and civil wars since the seizure of power by Sergeant Samuel Doe on April 12, 1980.  On Christmas Eve 1989, Charles Taylor, a former ally to Doe, crossed to border from Côte d’Ivoire, initiating a rebellion against Doe. This was the beginning of seven years of civil war, in which, the United Nations estimates that approximately 150,000 people died while some 850,000 people sought refuge in neighboring countries. As a consequence, Liberians are ranked amongst the lowest in literacy and numeracy skills, with only approximately 50% of the adult male- and 20% of the adult female population being able to read and write.
With this background, the Liberia Dujar Association (LDA) together with SIDA and the Swedish Radio’s aid organization: Radiohjälpen is operating a primary school for rural children, located in Zeanzue, Bong County. Currently hosting 600 students, the activities at the school are focused towards encouraging as many rural children as possible in returning to their studies and in the long run creating a viable model for future schools on the Liberian countryside.


In a country devastated by civil wars, operating a school for rural children requires the need to center on the very basic needs of the students, which often, besides being refugees, also come from extremely poor backgrounds. Therefore, some of LDA’s work in the Zeanzue primary school focuses on providing the most indispensable utensils for the students, such as for example providing pencils and paper for all the children.
Further, as Liberia was founded on a Christian ground, students take courses in theology, where forgiveness – even for those that, in the course of the Liberian conflict, killed one or both of the student’s parents – is especially stressed. Additionally, the curriculum also includes courses on sports, culture, and HIV/AIDS education.  

In summary, the fact that LDA has been able to operate its primary school for Liberian rural people in Zeanzue since 1993, in a country ravaged by a devastating civil war, is an accomplishment that truly speaks for itself. By focusing on the most elementary educational needs of the students, the organization has assisted in giving a hope for the future for the children at the school. A fact that hopefully contributes to bringing peace in Liberia, not just for the present, but for coming generations as well.  
d.) 
Title: 





“Primary and secondary education programme in rural 











Afghanistan” (part of UNICEF’s “Back to School” 












campaign) 


Focus:




Primary- and secondary education



Country:



Afghanistan



NGO:




Swedish Committee for Afghanistan (SCA)
Address : Swedish Committee for Afghanistan, Main Jalalabad Road, Paktia Kot. Behind UNO Printing Press. Kabul, Afghanistan. PO Box 5017
info@sak.se.

Web Design & hosting by Liquid Site Hosting.



Local partners:

Ministry of Education, Afghanistan



Since the fall of the Taliban regime in late 2001, the new government of Afghanistan, inspired by UNICEF’s “Back to School” campaign, is now investing its efforts in creating a uniform national education programme (info SCA). Thanks to its long and extensive experience of supporting educational activities in the country, the Swedish Committee for Afghanistan – present in the country since 1982 – has been invited by the Afghan Ministry of Education to assist in the re-building process of the nation’s educational system (SCA).


According to SCA’s policy “the organization should focus on rural, underserved areas ... (paying) particular attention to vulnerable groups in society, including women and children. The policy also emphasizes the important role of development cooperation, that is, aid in which the Afghans themselves play an important role”. Currently, within the field of education, SCA is present in 18 of the Afghanistan’s 34 provinces, supporting a total of 414 primary schools with roughly 260,000 students (of which approximately 1/3 are girls) and a further 18 secondary schools with around 5,400 pupils (14% girls) – all of which are situated in rural areas of the country (SCA). Also, within the framework of its educational programme, SCA is providing financial assistance to the salaries of some 7,000 teachers. SCA’s support goes to the provision of books, salaries, materials, teacher’s training and some construction/repair of school buildings.



Promoting rural girl’s access to education is of particularly high importance to SCA’s work in Afghanistan. Therefore, in an attempt to raise girl’s enrolment rates, “SCA contacts parents of young girls, trying to convince them of sending their daughters to the schools”. Data collected by SCA shows that it focus on bringing back girls to schools seem to be paying off: as now almost 33% of the students in the primary schools are girls, up from approximately 27% in the year 2002. However, due cultural and historical reasons, differences in girl’s enrollment rates between the northern and southern regions of the country remain high. SCA explains this by the fact that traditionally “people in the north have always had a more positive view towards allowing girl’s educating themselves, while the southern areas have been more conservative”. Further, as highlighted by Lakin and Gasperini, “teaching (remains) a male-dominated profession in many low-income countries”  and therefore SCA also works strongly towards increasing female teacher’s rates in rural areas, which currently stands at 21%. 


 
In collaboration with UNICEF’s “Back to School” campaign, SCA has been greatly successful in its work to raising the inflow of rural children to schools. Indeed, “rough estimates made by UNICEF show that in Afghanistan today, there are at least 4, 5 million school-aged children out of which nearly 3, 7 million are currently enrolled...with 1/3 of these being girls”. Further, in the rural primary schools promoted by SCA, 70% of the students passed the basic requirements for UNICEF’s Basic Competencies of Learning (BCL). While these are undeniably encouraging facts, it also represents a great challenge for the future as in 2003, “more than 50% of all school children in Afghanistan... were enrolled in first or second grade... and when (these children) continue their studies, the already high demand for more teachers and schools, will become even higher”.
e.) 
Title: 




“Student’s dormitory programme for girls in Kollagunta”



Focus:




Secondary education





Country:



India










NGO:




Erikshjälpen 
Address : Bergmossevägen 5, 570 15 Holsbybrunn
Tel: 0383-46 74 50 
Fax: 0383-502 30
info@erikshjalpen.se
www.erikshjalpen.se
Kontaktperson: Barbro Andreasson


Local partners:

South Asia Council for Community and Children in Crisis 









(SAC-CCC) and the Lutheran church of Madras. 



The village of Kollagunta is situated in the state of Andra Pradesh, in the southern parts of India, bordering to one of the most impoverished regions of the country, Tamil Nadu. Poverty is widespread in the rural areas of Andra Pradesh, with a large part of the population lacking basic literacy and numeracy skills.  


Together with its project partner, the Lutheran church in Madras and the Christian NGO SAC-CCC, Erikshjälpen has built a students’ dormitory, currently hosting 65 girls. The majority of these girls come from tribal families, living in extremely poor rural areas. The lack of schools in vicinity to their homes often force these girls to quit their studies already after elementary school, as parents either lack funding to support their daughters traveling to the schools or are simply too afraid of the dangers such a journey might expose them to.


With this in mind, the dormitory offers not only the access to receiving a quality education, but also provides access to healthcare, sanitation, and nutritional food to the students. Thereby, the programme hopes to combat the many disadvantages women suffer from in rural India, and works with the priority of improving girls’ education. 



Erikshjälpen, through its “Student’s dormitory programme”, utilizes a relatively simple method towards achieving its aim of increasing rural girls’ enrolment in the schools of southern India. Albeit repetitive, it needs to be stressed that these types of programmes – in combination with “more ambitious methods”, such as for example raising the female teacher’s rate and adjusting the curricula according girls’ needs – are crucial towards the achievement of the Education for All and Millennium Development Goals. 
f) 
Title: 




“Student’s dormitory for programme girls in Thiruppuvanam”



Focus:




Primary and secondary education





Country:



India










NGO:




Erikshjälpen 
 

Address : Bergmossevägen 5, 570 15 Holsbybrunn
Tel: 0383-46 74 50 
Fax: 0383-502 30
info@erikshjalpen.se
www.erikshjalpen.se
Kontaktperson: Barbro Andreasson


Local partners:

South Asia Council for Community and Children in Crisis 









(SAC-CCC) and the Church of South India. 



In the area east of Madurai, on the countryside of the Tamil Nadu region in southern India, the land is extremely dry and the majority of the population are dalits; cast-less people lacking most of the basic human rights. Due to the lack of water, arable land is scarce, while industries are virtually inexistent. The differences between urban and rural areas are high, and in addition to being economically, socially, and politically weak, many rural people are living below the official poverty line and often only eating one meal per day.   



The difficulties rural people in Tamul Nadu are faced with are greatly similar to those encountered in Andra Pradesh (see Erikshjälpen’s programme in Kollagunta, India); yet again striking rural women especially hard. Consequently, poverty often forces girls to quit school prematurely and instead constrains them to work for providing support to the family. As a result thereof, literacy rates are extremely low while children’s drop-out rates are very high in the area. Therefore, working towards increasing girls’ access to education is of priority to Erikshjälpen’s presence in the Indian countryside. 


In the village of Thiruppuvanam, situated 17 km east of the city of Madurai; Erikshjälpen’s student dormitory offers hospitability for 50 girls. At the dormitory, which is operating in co-operation with SAC-CCC and the Church of South India  girls from grade five and upwards are studying. Besides receiving a basic education, the girls are also offered food and hospice, as well as learning basic vocational skills that is focusing on providing necessary knowledge related to their lives in the rural environment. Primarily, the girls that are accepted to the dormitory have either lost one or both of their parents, or come from families that cannot afford to send their children to school, and thus, instead the girls often end up working to support their families. Similar to its programme in Kollagunta, Erikhjälpen’s programme in Thiruppuvanamn is centered towards the most deprived in the local society: in this case, female dalits living on the countryside, which in addition to being discriminated because of their gender; suffer additionally as they are considered to be outside the Indian cast system. While discrimination against India’s dalits has officially been abolished – greatly due to the efforts of human right’s activist and leader of India’s independence movement; Mahatma Gandhi – “social practice on the ground has lagged behind, particularly in rural villages”  Hence, Erikshjälpen’s programme represents an important step towards making the needs of these “voiceless” heard. 

g) 
Title: 




“School building project for refugees in the village of 









Nueva Esperanza”


Focus:




Secondary education



Country:



El Salvador



NGO:




Latinamerikakommittén i Jönköping (the Latin America 









committee of Jönköping) 

Address :  Ska Tgatan 5/ Mats Svensson/ SE 553 12  Jonkoping

Tel 036 12 76 16

FAX  036 30 25 81   E-mail matssv@swipnet.se
Contact  : Mats Svensson
Local partners:
CODECOSTA (local farmer’s cooperative) and the Ministry of Education, El Salvador



In many ways, the village of Nueva Esperanza, situated in the predominantly rural municipality of Jiquilisco (state of Usulután), portrays the customary disadvantages that rural people, world-wide, wishing to attain an education suffer from. In addition to the torments of the recently ended civil war (peace accords were signed in 1992 after twelve years of conflict), the population faces various economic and social obstacles that prevents them from enrolling in the schools. As an example, before the construction of the secondary school in Nueva Esperanza, the students had to travel 15-20 km to the nearest school, in the village of San Marcos Lempa .


In 1994, the Latin America committee of Jönköping started its school building project in Nueva Esperanza and by February, 1995, 4 classrooms plus a combined teacher’s- and material room had been raised. As a result of this programme, some 100 students per year, coming predominantly from poor rural families in the area, have been able to study at the school. The school is run in cooperation with the local farmer’s cooperative, CODECOSTA, and the Ministry of Education, which provides for the teacher’s salaries. 



With the building of the Nueva Esperanza secondary school, more and more rural youth from the surrounding villages have gained access to education, which in turn has increased the unity amongst people in the area. As a side effect of this, in addition to being used as a secondary school for the students, the buildings have also been used for adult’s vocational training programs, as well as a meeting place for local people’s movements. 



In conclusion, the building of the Nueva Esperanza secondary school has enabled the rural children and youth in area to gain access to secondary education. Thus, the construction of the school confronts a very basic problem of rural people in the area, namely, as mentioned above, the lack of schools in the area. The most visible effect of this is that since 1995, some 30 children per year have graduated from the school and continue their studies. In the longer run, as the Latin America committee of Jönköping reports, the school “leads to growing educational levels for people living in the area”, while also hopefully contributing to the greater economical and social development of the rural population.
h) 
Title: 




“ETHA – Educational and Environmental programme in 









the Province of Beni”


Focus:




Secondary education



Country:



Bolivia



NGO:




Miljöförbundet Jordens Vänner (Friends of the Earth, 










Sweden) 
Adress: Box 7048 
402 31 Göteborg
Tel: 031-121808
Fax: 031-121817
E-post: info(a)mjv.se


Local partners:

Escuela Técnica Humanística Agropecuaria (ETHA)



Bolivia is a country of great contradictions. While being considered one of the poorest countries in Latin America, its dry tropical forests are home to some of the most spectacular sceneries in the world. Still today, approximately 63 million acres of “frontier forest” remain in Bolivia and the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) regards the country’s ecosystem as “one of the two hundred most important” in the world. However, uncontrolled “clearing of land for agricultural purposes and international demand for tropical timber” are posing an ever-increasing threat to the environment (and ultimately the rural population). 


Since 1998, Friends of the Earth, Sweden, has supported the work of “Escuela Técnica Humanistica Agropecuaria” (ETHA), an agricultural school located outside the village of Casarabe, Province of Benin, in the northern parts of Bolivia . The school’s curriculum, which combines technical and social sciences with hands-on courses on agriculture and forestry, is especially focusing on educating indigenous rural children and youth, in sustainable farming systems.



The aim of the programme is for the students to utilize the knowledge they learn in the school in their home villages, which are situated in predominantly tropical and sub-tropical areas of the province. Through this approach, the programme hopes to contribute towards strengthening rural people’s possibilities to overcome poverty and also help them to resist to the large-scale, commercial exploitation of the forests, being promoted by industrial agriculture and forestry corporations.


Through the programme the school is provided financial assistance, in form of the running of a “micro-industry” for the refining fruits and vegetables, which are produced by students within the framework of the curriculum. The products, for the most part various fruit juices are sold  and represent a basis for the school’s ability to self-finance its activities in the future. 



In summing up, the ETHA-programme, which seeks to offer an integrated approach to education for rural people, symbolizes a strong example of how a programme, which highlights the particular aspects of living in a rural milieu, in general is better able to answer to the local needs and problems, while also obtaining greater support from the people. As a sign thereof, during a visit to the school by three Friends of the Earth members, the majority of the students expressed their desire to continue their studies on university level. A positive fact, not only on a personal level for the students of the school, but also on a local level, as it increases the possibilities to protect the rights of indigenous people and the environment.   

i) 
Title: 





“Procafose programme”
Focus:



Secondary education and vocational training
Country:



Angola
NGO:



Afrikagrupperna (The Africa Groups of Sweden, AGS) ) Afrikagrupperna (the Africa Groups of Sweden)

Date of foundation:
1974

Contact address:

Tegelviksgatan 40, 116 41 Stockholm, Sweden

Tel:






+ 46 8 442 70 60

Fax:






+ 46 8 640 36 60

E-mail:





post@afrikagrupperna.se


Internet:




http://www.afrikagrupperna.se
Contact person:


Ms. Lotta Comé

Local partners:

Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA)



In Angola, where approx. 50 per cent of the population is aged 15 or below and analphabetism is wide-spread, the need for improvements to the education system are evident and enormous. Having been deprived of access to quality education during almost twenty years of war (1975-1995),  only less than half of the children eligible to go to school were actually attending schools in 2002.



Since then, great efforts have been carried out to improve the education system. With the acceptance of the government’s new educational strategy, presently, more than 10 per cent of the state budget is being devoted to the sector . Further, the number of schools and teachers are increasing and planning has been decentralized. Albeit these efforts, improvements are still needed as still many children lack access to the educational system.



In line with the Africa Groups of Sweden’s (AGS) general goal of increasing children’s access to education, the “Procafose” pilot project in Benguela province works to support children and youth living on the Angolan countryside that have been left out of the school system. Combining the provision of basic education with vocational training, the project has enabled some 300 poor rural children and youth aged 12 – 17 to resume their studies. Within the programme, the mixture of teachings in reading, writing, and mathematics, with vocational training focused on increasing skills adapted for life in the rural environment, such as in farming, carpentry, and tailoring, assists in re-integrating students in the society. Also, micro-credits are being offered to the students’ families, thereby relieving some of the economic from the families as well as enabling the students to concentrate fully on their studies. 


Looking at AGS’ work within the “Procafose programme”, some important conclusions related to education for rural people, can be drawn. Most notably stands the programme’s combination of providing access to school learning with occupational training – which made relevant to life in the rural environment – to the students. This approach, together with the micro-financing possibilities presented to the families of the rural students, contributes towards a broad educational approach to meet effectively and equitably the basic learning needs of rural children (and youth) in the perspective of reducing poverty.
l) 
Title: 




“Support to teachers’ training in the district of 












Montepuéz”


Focus:




Skills training for teachers in rural areas


Country:



Mozambique 


NGO:




The Africa Groups of Sweden  (AGS) ) Afrikagrupperna (the Africa Groups of Sweden)

Date of foundation:
1974

Contact address:

Tegelviksgatan 40, 116 41 Stockholm, Sweden

Tel:






+ 46 8 442 70 60

Fax:






+ 46 8 640 36 60

E-mail:





post@afrikagrupperna.se


Internet:




http://www.afrikagrupperna.se
Contact person:


Ms. Lotta Comé



Local partners:

“Direção Provincial da Educação” (DPE) – Provincial 









Authority for Education, Cabo Delgado 


Since a peaceful ending to Mozambique’s struggle for national liberation was negotiated in 1992, the country has invested great efforts in improving its educational system. There have been positive results, with school attendance rates increasing from 60% of the population in 1995 to approx. 92% in 2000.

Notwithstanding these efforts, the Ministry of Education contains that access to education – mainly due to the lack of schools, poor conditions of existing schools, and badly trained teachers – still represents a major problem for the development of Mozambique.


In view  of this, the AGS has since the year 2000 been working to increase the pedagogical competencies of teachers in the district of Montepuéz, and consequently, also working to increase the quality of the education provided to rural people. The Montepuéz training programme provides training for teachers in grade one to five and places a strong focus on the need to develop new pedagogical methods. Further, increasing the connection between theory and practice in teacher’s training is stressed in order to provide teachers with a greater understanding for the contrast between the rural- and urban milieu. 


During the project period the programme has carried out the following activities:

· Personal meetings to evaluate and discuss the learning process and teaching methods used. 

· Seminars – several seminars have been held on various issues, for example on the issues of sanitation and hygiene, integration of handicapped children in the schools, and on the complexities of gender in education. 

· Increase of teaching materials – amongst others, additions in educational material have been provided to the school library, electricity is now fully available in the school, and as a result thereof, a new computer room has been built in cooperation with the Eduardo Mondlane University (UEM).  
· Women-centered activities – in connection with the Montepuéz-programme, AGS has also worked on a project to strengthen girls and women’s school attendance (see more info on this project on the next page). Through the Montepuéz-programme an HIV/AIDS-information centre has been built and informative courses have been given on the prevention of genital diseases have been held.   
Lessons learned from the Montepuéz-project emphasize the positive effects that pedagogical and methodological improvements in the teacher’s training have on the local societies. This becomes clear as more engaged and better trained teachers assists in raising the population’s interest and encourages them to send their children to school. The results of the project also show that parents are now more concerned in the shaping of the educational system, and are thus organizing parents´ groups and other organizations in order to better highlight the complex needs of rural people. 
m)
Title: 




“Sustainable development programme on the Namibian 









countryside ”


Focus:




Non-formal education


Country:



Namibia


NGO:




The Africa Groups of Sweden  (AGS) ) Afrikagrupperna (the Africa Groups of Sweden)

Date of foundation:
1974

Contact address:

Tegelviksgatan 40, 116 41 Stockholm, Sweden

Tel:






+ 46 8 442 70 60

Fax:






+ 46 8 640 36 60

E-mail:





post@afrikagrupperna.se


Internet:




http://www.afrikagrupperna.se
Contact person:


Ms. Lotta Comé



Local partners:

Onankali Community Trust (OCT) and Ohandje Artist’s 










Organization


Namibia, situated on the southwestern edge of the African continent, is a former German colony that after World War I passed into South African control – and only gained its independence in 1990. With its extremely hot and dry climate, water remains a scarcity in the country and thus – whilst the majority of Namibia’s approximately 1,9 million citizens lives in rural areas – the rural population lives of farming and cattle-raising for remaining self-reliant. Life expectancy in Namibia remains very low, only 40, 45 years, and high prevalence of HIV/AIDS – more than 1/5th of the adult population is assumed to carry the disease– places further burdens on the population, affecting the rural population in Namibia especially hard.


The work of AGS in Namibia is focused in the rural areas of the Oshana, Oshikoto, Ohangwena och Omusati regions respectively, with a central goal of creating enduring livelihoods for the rural population, thereby enabling the people to remain living in the rural milieu instead of leaving to the urban centers in search of occupation. With this in mind, AGS seeks to highlight the need for an inclusive sustainable development process, in which the local population takes an increasing responsibility for their futures. Therefore, special attention is given towards raising the population’s interest in taking an active part in civil society. Additional consideration is directed towards raising local communities’ awareness and attitudes about HIV/AIDS.


Within the programme, AGS is focusing especially on the support of the Onankali Community Trust (OCT), under which a tree plantation project – with surrounding courses for raising the environmental awareness while finding new income-generating opportunities – is operating. Further, AGS also assists to the functioning of a local artist’s cooperative, Ohandje Artist’s Organization, where painters and craftsmen living in rural areas are provided assistance, with the goal of increasing their possibilities of becoming self-sustainable in the future while also furthering the knowledge about rural Namibian culture younger generations, as well as abroad. 


Concluding the Africa Groups work in Namibia, it should be noted that the organization’s combination of focusing on vocational projects together with awareness raising activities in areas such as HIV/AIDS and the environment, highlights the importance of focusing on the needs of the rural people, if a truly sustainable development process in rural Namibia is to be achieved. 
n) 
Title: 



 
“Women’s programme in Mymensingh region”


Focus:




Basic skills training for women



Country:



Bangladesh









NGO:




Adventist Development Relief Agency (ADRA) 
Address : 12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Call Toll-Free 1-800-424-2372



Local partners:

ADRA sister organization in Bangladesh 



In the central part of Bangladesh, near to the city of Mymensingh, the impressive Ganges River flows by. Hidden in the dense forest, a number of small villages are found in this rural area. Here, some of the poorest people in Bangladesh are living in “simple shacks, made by grass and bamboo, with the floor often only consisting of stamped earth” .The population lives day by day, trying to survive on the food cultivated in the fields. According to ADRA the situation is especially difficult for the women due to arranged marriages, high birth rates, and unsafe birth conditions – more than 10% of the children die before the age of five.


For more than ten years ADRA has been working to improve women’s living conditions in the villages around Mymensingh. Its work is extensive and includes teaching women to read and write, health and sanitation courses, as well as small income-generating programmes. The interrelationship and importance of this knowledge is exemplified by the fact that many women tell that their lack of basic literacy and numeracy skills have often been the cause of them being cheated in the local marketplace – not being able to read and write, they simply do not know how much money to give or receive back for a product. 


By focusing on teaching life-skills that are of value in the rural setting in which the women live, the programme hopes contribute to the well-being and development of the entire community. For example, the programme offers lending of small sums of money and micro-enterprise courses. With the money a women can afford to buy a cow, which provides milk to her children, as well as calves that later can be sold for money or used on the family farm. In the end, these “trickle-down effects” provides benefits that not only the rural women involved in the programme can benefit from, but also the greater society as a whole. 
o)   Title: 





“The Barli Development Institute for Rural Women”



Focus:




Literacy and vocational training for women



Country:



India




NGO:




Swedish Bahaí Association



Local partners:

Bahaí’s sister organization in India


According to the Indian constitution, men and women are granted with equal rights, in the reality however, this protection does not consider rural women, who are often illiterate, poor, and “low cast”. 

In a study carried out in India’s Madhya Pradesh region, in 1994, the National Women's Committee reported that only 28% of the girls are literate and in rural areas only 15 out of 1,000 girls complete fifth grade . In addition, UNICEF states that Madhya Pradesh has the highest rate of child death in all the states of India. Out of 1,000 children, 108 die before the age of one and a third of the children are under-weight, making them susceptible for various diseases.
The bleak situation of Indian women in the rural areas of the country is further emphasized by the Bahaí Association, which reports that: 

“Boys are preferred to girls in the family structure. Parents... send their boys to school but demand that the girls work in the field. They teach the girls from childhood to wake up early in the morning and do all the work, like cleaning the home, cooking, bringing water, wood for the fire, washing clothes, washing utensils, taking care of anyone who is sick in the home, and to work in the fields. Parents do not allow girls to go anywhere on their own. They are not given money to spend, and they are not allowed to speak freely or give their advice in the home”.
Originally established as the Bahaí Vocational Institute for Rural Women, the Barli Development Institute for Rural Women works to train rural and tribal women from villages around Indore, with the goal of thereby “(empowering) them… and to give them the skills and knowledge needed to improve the quality of life for themselves, their families, and their communities” .
The programme focuses on giving poor young women literacy training, practical knowledge of health, nutrition and sanitation, skills for income-generation, and an awareness of village-level environmental conservation. Having been empowered by their training as agents for social change, the aim of the programme is for graduates to positively impact on the well-being of their families and home villages.
Students at the Institute are thought two separate training tracks: life skills training and income generating skills; with each curriculum section lasting between 3 weeks to 6 months.
Life Skills Training

· Agriculture and horticulture 

· Literacy 

· Personality development 

· Pre and Post-natal care 

· Mother and child care 

· Health and hygiene 

· Care for the environment/use of solar energy 

Income generating skills

· Tailoring 

· Hindi typing and word processing 

· Weaving 

· Machine knitting 

· Cycling 

· Fabric work such as block printing and batik 

· Embroidery and fabric design 

· Food processing and pickle making 

· Growing and marketing vegetables 

· Making herbal shampoos and various other household items

A strong element of the Institute’s curriculum is its emphasis on environmental sustainability. Students learn conservation strategies by doing. For example, rainwater is harvested and used to re-charge an underground aquifer and wash-water is reused for irrigation purposes. Further, the meals prepared by the students are cooked using state-of-the-art solar cookery. 

The Barli Development Institute for Rural Women has trained more than 1,300 young women and girls since 1985. Statistics performed by the Institute show that while more than half of the students are illiterate upon arrival, 99% leave being fully able to read and write in Hindi. Further, “96% of them use their income generation and related skills upon their return home and… 46% have established small businesses”. Also, in addition to this, “women in five villages have planted some 2,500 trees” .
Besides having been a source of hope and knowledge for rural women, the programme’s success can also be highlighted by the numerous awards it has received for its work for the environment and development. As an example of this, the Institute was made a member of the United Nations Environmental Programme's Global 500 Roll of Honor for outstanding Environmental Achievement in 1992. And in 1994, the Institute was listed in UNESCO's INNOV database as one of 81 successful basic education projects in developing countries (www.bahaindia.org).

p)  
Title: 




“Community Based Rehabilitation (CBR) programme









in Vietnam”


Focus:




Basic skills training for visually impaired rural people 



Country:



Vietnam



NGO:




Svenska Handikapporganisationers Internationella 










Biståndsförening (the Swedish Organizations' of Disabled 








Persons International Aid Association, SHIA) 
	
	
SHIA • Svenska Handikapporganisationers Internationella Biståndsförening
Liljeholmstorg 7A • 117 63 Stockholm • Besök: Liljeholmstorg 7A, 6tr
Tel 08-462 33 60 • Fax 08-714 59 22 • Texttel 08-714 59 51 • shia@shia.se






Local partners:

Vietnam Blind Association (VBA) 


An estimated ten per cent of the world's population is living with disabilities. Most 
of these people live in developing countries. Persons with disabilities are among the poorest of the poor and find 
themselves in a highly vulnerable position. Poverty does not just mean lack of food, housing and income. It also means having no say in political, social and economic affairs. Limited access to 
education and information is also a consequence of poverty.


SHIA works for strengthening the possibilities of people with functional difficulties to participate in the local society. In Asia a continent with enormous wealth, but also extreme poverty, the majority of the world’s poor are found, as well as the largest percentage of the world’s handicapped people  SHIA’s partner organization in Vietnam, VBA, which operates in 42 of the country’s 62 provinces, estimates that there are more than 600,000 people suffering of some form of visual disability in its provinces of operation. 25,000 are estimated to be children.



SHIA’s CBR-programme in Vietnam is operating in four provinces, reaching some 1,000 rural men, women, and children with visual disabilities. Within the programme, the majority of the work focuses on providing rehabilitation to blind and partially sighted people, teaching of Braille writing, and vocational training in traditional Vietnamese professions. Further, the students also have the possibility to run their own small enterprises, based on a CBR-method for visually impaired people living in distant rural provinces. Ultimately, the goal of the CBR-programme is to utilize its techniques as a way to contribute towards achieving full participation, equality and respect for human rights of visually disable people: stressing the universal equality of human dignity. 



Given this background, the CBR-programmes play a vital role in reaching some of the most marginalized groups of the Vietnamese society:  handicapped people living on the countryside. For a more than ten years, SHIA has been engaged in developing strategies for raising awareness and through legal means ensuring equal rights to people with functional difficulties. Acknowledging that only by “joining forces and making their voices heard people with disabilities can achieve participation in the development of their various countries”, the organization also supports the formation and development of organizations of disabled persons.
In review, in its CBR-programme, SHIA has worked to improve not only access and quality of the education for rural people with disabilities, but has also stressed the need to work for stronger capacity building as a response to change and develop the Vietnamese society’s view of people with disabilities.
q)

Title: 




“Centro Ecológico in Rio Grande do Sul”


Focus:




Basic skills training for farmers


Country:



Brazil

NGO:




Framtidsjorden (Future Earth Sweden) Solidaritetsrörelsens Hus
Tegelviksgatan 40
116 41 Stockholm

Telefon: 08 615 00 80
Fax: 08 615 00 90
E-mail: kansli@framtidsjorden.se


Local partners:

- Fundação Luterana de Diaconia, Brazil
- Fundo Nacional do Meio Ambiente (Brazilian National Fund for Environment)

- Ministério do Meio Ambiente (Federal Government of Brazil)










- Municipality of Garibaldi, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil



The 1980’s represented a decade of “political effervescence” in the rural areas of Brazil. The negative socio-environmental impacts of the Green Revolution, expanding repression under the military dictatorship, and growing social inequalities in the countryside, were part of ‘normality’ in the Brazilian countryside .


It was with this background that the “Projeto Vacaria”, a research project initiated in order to “demonstrate the technical and economic feasibility of ecological agriculture”, was created in 1985. The programme, which changed into its current name in 1991, works according to the following objectives:
· preservation/reconstruction of the ecological basis, in order to sustain the agro-ecosystems and their related natural ecosystems;
· promoting social and economic viability of small-scale farming;
· creating an equal, transparent, and direct relationship between the different agents involved in food- and fiber production (both producers and consumers) and;

· strengthening of both rural and urban populations’ autonomy and citizenship towards the construction of an ecological, popular, and solidarity economy, and a social development model based on the valuation of labor and respect of life in their multiple manifestations. 


At the Centro Ecológico farmers are provided education in a wide area of subjects, from fields such as literacy and numeracy, via basic skills training, to courses on social justice. Also, smallholders’ organizations are provided field visits, meetings, courses, hands-on-training, and other participatory activities in the areas of production, processing, and commercialization of ecological products. The common thread in the work of the programme is its focus on creating sustainable agricultural systems, which stress the need for highlighting the use of alternative technologies that protect the environment, while remembering the importance of social equality.. With a focus of “local projects – global dimension”, the Centro Ecológico is also working to save and recover agricultural biodiversity in local agro ecosystems, providing incentives for farmer- and consumer organizations, developing a solidarity commercialization network, while emphasizing the implementation of public policies that increase sustainable agriculture and environmental protection .


Today, the Centro Ecológico has become a point of reference within the field of ecological agriculture, both nationally as well as internationally. In addition to this, for example through its membership in the Ecovida Agro Ecology Network, an organization in Southern Brazil comprising more than 200 smallholders groups, it is providing a voice in society for Brazil’s smallholders – a great necessity in a country of millions of landless farmers and wide-spread poverty in the rural areas 
Summing up the work of the Centro Ecológico, it appears as if its approach of “working locally, while remembering and stressing the global aspects of agriculture” provides a successful combination not just for the local farmers and their families, but also for the greater society and the environment as well.  
r) 
Title: 




“Programme for ecological farming and alternative 
agricultural techniques in Ladakh”



Focus:




Basic skills training for rural people (focus on ecological 









farming)


Country:



India


NGO:




Framtidsjorden (Future Earth Sweden)
 Address : Solidaritetsrörelsens Hus
Tegelviksgatan 40
116 41 Stockholm

Telefon: 08 615 00 80
Fax: 08 615 00 90
E-mail: kansli@framtidsjorden.se


Local partners:

Ladakh Environment Health Organization (LEHO)


In cooperation with its local partner in India, LEHO, Future Earth is supporting a project for encouraging the use ecological farming methods amongst rural people in Ladakh, a region situated in the northwestern parts India, in the Province of Jammu and Kashmir . Also known as “The Land of the High Passes”, due to its average elevation ranging from 2,700 m to 4,200 m, it “is a land abounding in awesome physical features, set in an enormous and spectacular environment”. As the region is “sheltered from the rain-bearing clouds of the Indian monsoon by the barrier of the Great Himalaya”, heavy snowfalls are common in the region and it is said that “as the crops grow, the villagers pray not for rain, but for sun to melt the glaciers and liberate their water”.


It is in this setting that through the use of various participatory activities, such as ecological courses, hands-on-training on the use of composts, and various techniques for the use of solar energy, the Future Earth programme seeks to further the understanding for the environment, while providing alternative, ecological livelihoods for the rural population. Farmers are supported to make greater use of greenhouses and to produce their own seeds and plants. Also, the programme emphasizes the exchange of information and cooperation between the villages in the area. 
The programme accentuates the creation of new, sustainable livelihoods for the rural people. As a result thereof, within the programme, the handling of apricots has been developed, and through the utilization of new sun-drying methods and the installation of a packaging unit, a small-scale marmalade and juice production has initiated in the village of Dumkar. Further, an educational centre for handicrafts has been set up in Shoshot, while two more are planned to open in the Diskit and Dumkar. Also, a shop for the sale of handicrafts, plants, and seeds is operating in the village of Leh, enabling the vending of local products.    
In conclusion, Future Earth’s programme in Ladakh, seeks to provide various basic-skills training methods for furthering rural people’s knowledge in ecological farming and alternative harvesting techniques. An important aspect of the programme is the hands-on-training that the farmers receive – information that they later can take advantage of in their home environment. In the end, by combining education with the strengthening of different income-generating skills, the programme enables the possibility of finding new, environmentally friendly livelihoods for rural people in the area.
s)
Title: 




“Onjila school programme”


Focus:




Integrated



Country:



Angola



NGO:




The Africa Groups of Sweden (AGS) Afrikagrupperna (the Africa Groups of Sweden)

Date of foundation:
1974

Contact address:

Tegelviksgatan 40, 116 41 Stockholm, Sweden

Tel:






+ 46 8 442 70 60

Fax:






+ 46 8 640 36 60

E-mail:





post@afrikagrupperna.se


Internet:




http://www.afrikagrupperna.se
Contact person:


Ms. Lotta Comé



Local partners:

ADRA



The Africa Groups of Sweden (AGS), in cooperation with the Angolan section of the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA), created the “Onjila school programme”, using an integrated educational approach to solve the problem of many children in rural areas migrating to urban centers – where they often ended up living on the streets instead of being in school. 


Working in an integrated approach, the various parts of the project includes areas such as the building of new schools (in addition to old schools being repaired) – which is of great need, especially in the war-torn region of Malanje, where due to the bad infrastructure “classrooms consist of up to 60 children”. Further, teachers are educated in various pedagogical approaches, assisting them to better “reach the children”. Stressing the necessity for focusing on the specific needs of rural children, the programme works with a method that aims to help children think critically and not just accept blankly, and thus, only repeating the words of the teacher. Children are also offered out-of-school activities, such as lessons in gardening and farming, in order to teach practical fields that will be of use further on in their lives in the rural context . 


The teachers are trained in treating everybody with respect and with various methods of how to help the weaker students. The “Onjila school programme” is also actively promoting equal access for girls and women to education. For instance, teachers are trained in raising equal awareness in the school environment and female teachers are encouraged to remain and work in the educational sector through  various training courses. Also, in the initial part of the project, children were given a free school meal, in the hope of motivating parents to send their children (especially girls) to school.


Finally, in a longer-term, moving towards improving the educational environment and making it relevant to the needs of rural people, emphasis is placed on engaging the society in shaping the future of the school system. For example, local parents-groups are being organized with the purpose of lobbying and raising the awareness of the provincial government to pay greater attention towards the rural peoples needs within the educational system.


In summary, the “Onjila school programme” represents a clear example of how the difficulties regarding basic education in rural areas can be overcome when a holistic approach – that focuses on the specific problems relevant to the rural where schools exist (in the rural areas), various economic and social obstacles setting – is utilized. Since rural children  still have less opportunity to attend and complete primary school than do children in the better served urban areas”  and even prevent some children from attending them, only trough using an inclusive and long-term view, the problems of education for rural people can be truly achieved. The Africa Groups’ work in the Malanje region offers not only the possibility of attaining basic education for the rural children in the area, but moreover, this and similar initiatives are a must if the Millennium Development Goals – in this case especially the goal of enrolling all children in primary schools by 2015 (MDG no. 2) – are to be achieved by the year of 2015. 
t)   
Title: 




“Poverty alleviation programme in Thua Thien Hue 










Province”


Focus:




Integrated



Country:



Vietnam 



NGO:




Diakonia   

Address : Starrbäcksgatan 11, 172 99 SUNDBYBERG
Tel: 08-453 69 00, Fax: 08-453 69 29
diakonia@diakonia.se
www.diakonia.se
Local partners:
- Government structures at Province, District, and Commune levels 










- Mass organizations such as Women’s Unions, Farmer’s 









Associations, and Youth Unions 










- Religious Groups (including the Norwegian Church Aid, 









NCA)



Asia is a region with many faces. (Although) a great social transformation is in progress, with quickly developing national economies, and the spreading of democracy contributing to greater economical and political freedoms for the citizens... poverty in Asia remains widespread. The United Nations Development Programme believes that the majority of the world’s population living under 1 USD per day are Asians.


In recent years in Asia, with the increasing of economical liberalization, especially indigenous people, minorities, and rural farmers have suffered particularly hard as these people are often more vulnerable to economical and social changes due to their lower level of integration in the formal national economies. Further, the patriarchal traditions present in Asian societies, are placing additional burdens on women as they face discrimination in all areas, including access to food, healthcare, and education. 



Diakonia, which is a joint development organization of six Swedish churches,  is running the “Poverty alleviation programme” together in a joint initiative with the Norwegian Church Aid (NCA). The programme, which has been in existence since 1994, is working towards the overall objective of poverty alleviation in 13 communes in Thua Thien Hue Province of Vietnam. Efforts are focused on strengthening the rural communities’ capacity to increase their capacities for community based development, as the programme aims to integrate issues on food security, water and sanitation, education, emergency preparedness, and HIV/AIDS inside the project. 


Concerning the educational aspects of the programme, Diakonia has supported “non-conventional” approaches, such as the using culture and sports as a method towards attracting students to return to the schools. Examples include the running of a “Sculpture project” and a “Football for All” initiative. 



Within the programme, which was phasing out in 2004, a strong emphasis has been on finding ways of participatory approaches to community development, thereby hoping to increase rural development while still maintaining a feeling of local ownership. This represents a great challenge for Diakonia as they seek to “perform rural education that leads to people staying in their rural areas (instead of) migrating to urban areas” As an example of this, Boards of Management are set in the communities with the purpose of overseeing that local facets are duly represented in the projects.



Diakonia’s poverty alleviation programme in Vietnam is a clear example of the many components that need to be tackled in order to find durable solutions towards rural poverty. While it is interesting to note the various methods in its poverty alleviation programme, including unconventional modalities of work such as the “Sculpture project” and “Football for All” initiatives, it should once again be highlighted that finding inclusive development methods – which focuses on the life in the rural environment – appears to be a common approach by Swedish NGO’s in their work towards creating truly sustainable livelihoods for the local people.
u)
Title: 




“Democracy programme in Puntland region”


Focus:




Integrated (focused on girls and women, internally displaced 








people, and refugees)



Country:



Somalia



NGO:




Diakonia
Address : Starrbäcksgatan 11, 172 99 SUNDBYBERG
Tel: 08-453 69 00, Fax: 08-453 69 29
diakonia@diakonia.se
www.diakonia.se


Local partners:

Kaalo Relief and Development Organization 


In a country raged by civil wars, natural disasters and famine, and where less than half of the population aged 15 or above are literate. The needs for improving the quality and access to education are palpable, if not desperate. Besides the economical and political difficulties that Somalis are faced with on a daily basis – the country is among the lowest ranked nations on the UN’s Human Development Index (HDI) – religious and cultural persecutions, such as female genital mutilation, place further constraints on the population. 



Since 1994, Diakonia has been present in the independent region of Puntland, situated in the north-eastern part of the country, it is an area predominated by deserts and mainly populated by nomads. Working together with the local administration and the Kaalo Relief and Development Organization, the hope of Diakonia is that through a long-term commitment in the region, becoming a stabilizing factor and source of assistance in the democratization- and development process of Puntland.



In the framework of the democracy programme in Puntland region, primary schools have been established (such as for instance the construction of a college for orphans in the city of Garoweh, complete with boarding, schooling, and other facilities), as well as rehabilitated, and support has been given to the Puntland Community College. Further, a literacy and vocational training center for girls and women has been set up, and is now providing crucial access to education. Also, as a way of encouraging students to attend the school, they are provided with textbooks and other educational material – the lack thereof is another usual constraint for why people cannot attend the schools – and teachers are also provided with financial assistance .


The efforts carried out by Diakonia through its democracy programme, fit in to the overall objectives of its presence in Somalia: to work for a truly peaceful, egalitarian, and democratic development for the country, especially for its rural population, and in particular focusing on girls and women. Concluding, what makes the Puntland democracy programme so interesting is the fact that it has been able to connect and bring to attention to the many complexities of education for rural people. In addition to this, the programme has also highlighted the strong interrelationship of rural education and the promotion of basic human rights, equality, and democracy. 

v)
Title: 




“Rural development project in Irrupalli, Tamil Nadu 










region” 



Focus:




Integrated (focused on women)



Country:



India





NGO:




Association for the Liberation of Vagris and Other Minority 









groups (ALVOM) 
	Adress:
	 
	 
	 

	ALVOM
	 
	Epost:  
	Info@alvom.org

	Jeppas Gränd 3
243 30 HÖÖR 
	 
	Telefon:  
	0413-249 25 
0413-248 04

	 
	 
	Postgiro:  
	90 14 00 - 2

	 
	 
	 
	


	Kontaktpersoner

	


	
	Ordförande Torvald Olsson

	
	Jeppas Gränd 3

	
	243 30 HÖÖR

	
	Tel: 0413-249 25   Epost: Bambinogrande@hotmail.com




Local partners:

Council of Health, Education, and Social Service (CHESS)



Since 1996, ALVOM has been engaged in the struggle of neglected populations, with a special focus on women, in rural India. The lack of adequate childcare, maternity, and public healthcare centers in rural areas of southern India is wide spread, which contributes to the difficulties of the state to provide quality education for all. Further problems, such as the lack of qualified doctors, nurses, and teachers, aggravate the situation, leading to very high numbers of child mortality in Irrupalli and nearby villages – varying from 80 to 250 dead, depending on social cast, per 1,000 newly born children. 



For reasons of old traditions, which value boys higher than girls, and scarce economic and natural resources, ALVOM reports that families have for the last 30-35 years turned to the use of Infanticide; “the intentional killing of baby girls due to the preference for male babies and from the low value associated with the birth of females", as a method of ensuring that the “right” family norms are followed. As a response to this calamity, the rural development project in Irrupalli started as a response against the notorious killing of infant girls. ALVOM has therefore contributed to the building of a local maternity center, which now also includes the provision of non-formal education to the villagers. 



Recent experiences have convinced ALVOM that in order to solve the problems that rural populations, especially women, are faced with in India, durable solutions had to be found. Consequently, the project is now working towards developing an integrated method for rural development, which has led to include areas of work such as for instance:

· finding income-generating activities for the poorest;

· creation of women’s organizations;

· adult literacy programmes and;

· vocational training. 



The hope of ALVOM is that its rural development project in Irrupalli will act as a medium of change – a model to be reproduced and developed in neighboring villages and thereby contribute in the greater work against child labor, discrimination due to social cast or gender, degradation of the environment – in rural India. As a step towards reaching this goal, an extensive network of partners has been built up, including the assistance of the Gandhi Grahmam Rural University and the Community Health and Development Programme (CHAD) at the Christian Medical College of Vellore.

w)
Title: 




“Integrated village development project in Mohonganj”


Focus:




Integrated 



Country:



Bangladesh



NGO:




Vänortsföreningen Jönköping-Bangladesh (The Jönköping-







Bangladesh Friendship Association)
E- mail :    lars.forsberg-vo@telia.com


Local partners:

Sabalamby Unnayan Shamity (SUS)



In strong alliance with its local partner, SUS, the Jönköping-Bangladesh Friendship Association works in 6 out of the 10 areas that make up the Netrakona district. Situated here is the Mohonganj area, comprised of 23 villages, where the two associations run 5 schools; primarily focusing on children and women in rural areas  with low-incomes. 



The schools, which are run according an integrated village development approach, thereby, hoping to pay stronger attention to the needs of the rural people. Hence, the curriculum in Mohonganj includes: 

· providing education for children aged 8-12;

· vocational training and counseling;

· access to health clinics and assistance with family planning;

· rehabilitation;

· basic skills training for farmers, highlighting ecological farming;

· a women’s house – providing temporary hospice for disadvantaged women and;

· vending of handicrafts and agricultural products (named SUS-Trade) .
Having a holistic approach in its work for improving rural people’s possibilities to develop their own lives; the programme also wishes to highlight the wider aspects of education. For instance, continuous informative meetings have been held to overcome the negative attitudes that are existent against people with handicaps, while 40 handicapped persons in Mohonganj have been provided rehability training. Other areas of work of the programme include: human rights education, cultural programmes, planting of trees, and a focus on equality and gender questions, aiming to promote female independence. Also, an income-generating programme has been introduced and provides lending possibilities to the population.

The programme is following the standards prescribed in the UN’s goals for “Quality Education”. In line with this, school committees have been created, bringing together parents, teachers, and students in sharing responsibility for the curricula. The Bangladesh state authorities have also carried out a research on the programme’s success, which has received big publicity on national television. To conclude, results seem to underline the programme’s success, as it shows that the Mohonganj-programme has led to increased attendance rates, up from 40-50% previously, to 98% currently .
x)
Title: 




“Integrated village development project in Rajbari”


Focus:




Integrated 



Country:



Bangladesh



NGO:




Vänortsföreningen Jönköping-Bangladesh (The 










Jönköping-Bangladesh Friendship Association)
E- mail :  lars.forsberg-vo@telia.com


Local partners:

Sangjog 



In Bangladesh’s Rajbari district, the Jönköping-Bangladesh Friendship Association together with a local NGO,Sangjog, co-operates in an integrated village development project similar to that found in Mohonganj district. Here, more than 900 women and 200 men have taken part in the programme’s various classes, as well as gaining access to a credit plan. Further, some 350 children have been enrolled in the programme’s primary school. 



Within the Rajbari-programme, the curriculum of the schools is organized in order to present a holistic approach for rural development. Thus, the schools offer studies in areas such as:

· literacy and numeracy training for children and adults;

· health and sanitation activities;

· “motivational” activities, promoting questions of equality and health;

· leadership and accounting courses and;

· income-generating programmes.

Regarding health and sanitation activities, 43 latrines and 3 pumps have been installed within the framework of the programme, while some 200 pumps have been tested against the possibility of being contained with Arsenic, as this type of poison is commonly found within the earth layer in some parts of Bangladesh .


For promoting themes on women’s rights in society and negative attitudes against handicapped people, a local cultural group has been set up to promote an atmosphere for discussions in the villages. Working on a monthly basis, the group presents plays that incorporate questions on health and sanitation. In total, the Jönköping-Bangladesh Friendship Association reports that more than 2,600 persons have participated in these plays and the discussions following thereafter. Further, it states that during the last year, assistance was given to 130 handicapped persons, out of which, 43 persons created income-generating activities by the assistance of loans provided by the programme .


In summary, according to the experiences of the Jönköping-Bangladesh Friendship Association’s, local participation in combination with the delegation of responsibility to the people involved in the programmes, is a necessity for effectively affecting the lives of rural people .
y)
Title: 




“Agriculture- and forestry education centre for Chui









  Indian  refugees”


Focus:




Integrated



Country:



Guatemala


NGO:




Colchaj Nac Luum Association (CNL) 
	Address 
	Fodervägen 6

	
	616 91 ÅBY

	Phone: 
	011-17 30 11

	E-mail: 
	jan1@angner.com

	www: 
	www.cnl.nu

	Contact person: 
	Anders Torpel




On the 23rd of May 1982, General Efraín Rios Montt takes power in Guatemala through a coup d'état. The civil war, which at the time had raged the country for more than twenty years, escalates as the army seeks to crush the guerrilla and its supporters, seeking refugee in the mountains bordering Mexico. The civil population, mostly indigenous people and poor farmers living in rural areas, pays an enormous price of suffering as entire villages are destroyed. 


In the winter of 1982, Per Bylund, a Swedish hospital assistant, and his wife, Aura, a Guatemalan refugee that had left her country in 1977, traveled to southern Mexico with the hope of trying to help some of the native Indians that were hiding in the woods and mountains of Chiapas, bordering to Guatemala. Initially providing assistance to some 50 refugees, this represented the birth of the Colchaj Nac Luum Association, which in the years that followed expanded and that today, with more than 20 years of experience, seeks to offer an integrated rural development approach for the population. 


An armistice was signed between the government and the guerilla in December 1996, enabling refugees to return to their homes in Guatemala after years in exile in Mexico. Today, CNL offers rehabilitation, primarily focusing its activities on Chui Indian refugees  that fled their homes during the civil war. Concentrating its activities in the rural villages of Aguacate, Yalambojoch, and Yuxquen, CNL has assisted to the re-building of the local early childhood- and elementary school, as well as homes for the returning population.

In addition, CNL, since 1995 working closely together with another Swedish NGO, “Brödet & Fiskarna", is also running a carpentry- and forestry school, where farmers, amongst many other things can learn new construction- and seed planting techniques.

Lastly, CNL seeks to respond to the rising rural migration to adjacent cities (or further away, to the United States, where, according to CNL, already many villagers live), by offering local livelihoods for the rural population . Accordingly, CNL is planning to build a cultural house, offering meaningful leisure-time activities for local children and youth, as well as the running of future projects that will seek to present income-generating activities for the villagers. Some examples include the building of a “technique village”, where the local population, through the running of small work shops, can enhance their skills in areas such as carpentry, blacksmith, and coffee production  Further, CNL hopes that the construction of a small hydro-electrical plant, located near the local river Salchila, will provide additional employment possibilities for the people.


So what can be said of CNL’s more than twenty year long support for the rural Chui Indians in Guatemala? Obviously, summarizing its work perfectly is difficult, if not impossible, however, through recalling the meaning of its name, Colchaj Nac Luum, which in Chui Indian stands for “Earth and Freedom”, already a great part of the answer might have been found.  
z)   Title: 




“Integrated rural development programme in Danané, 









Côte 
d’Ivoire”


Focus:




Integrated (focused on women and child refugees)



Country:



Cote d’Ivoire 



NGO:




Liberia Dujar Association (LDA, Sweden) 
	Adress 
	Tegelviksgatan 40

	
	116 41 STOCKHOLM

	Tel: 
	08-15 83 00

	E-mail: 
	liberia.dujar@spray.se

	www: 
	www.liberiadujar.org

	Kontaktperson: 
	Ville Samuelsson




Local partners:

LDA sister organization in Cote d’Ivoire



In addition to its work in Liberia, LDA, in cooperation with its sister organizations, is operating a rural development programme in Danané, situated in the rural areas of northwestern Cote d’Ivoire. LDA’s programme is principally centered towards helping Liberian refugees that have lived in exile since Liberia’s previous civil war broke out in 1989.
Included within the framework of the programme, a combined primary- and secondary school for children and youth aged 6 – 23 years, a women’s center, and a nursery school is maintained.


The joint primary- and secondary school in Danané, which totally hosts 765 students, was built by LDA, in cooperation with the parents of the students. Besides taking regular courses, the school is also offering professional training to its students at the “Karl Axel Elmquist Vocational Training Center”; named after the school’s first financial supporter and former director of Diakonia in Sweden, Karl Axel Elmquist . At the vocational center students can enhance their skills in basic accounting, English, typing, and domestic science. Moreover, similarly to LDA’s primary school in Zeanzue, Liberia, students are offered courses in theology, as well as sports, culture, and HIV/AIDS education.


Additionally, LDA is operating a women’s center in Danané, in which, some 60 women annually, are studying. Besides taking courses in literacy and numeracy, a wide variety of courses specific for life in rural settings, are offered. Examples include: knitting, sewing, crocheting, baking, and health and nutrition sciences .Further, by giving courses in how to operate a cooperative, the women’s center wishes to assist in creating lasting livelihoods for the women. LDA’s approach seems to be paying off: as stated by previous students at the women’s center, their activities are now giving enough income for the women to provide financial support to their families, which as a result thereof, now are food self-sufficient .


Finally, LDA is also running a nursery school for children aged 2 to 5 years, of whom the majority have lost one or more parent during the Liberian civil war.

Unfortunately, economic constraints have led to great uncertainties concerning the future operation of the nursery school, which now faces the possibility of closing down. 


Reviewing LDA’s programme for Liberian refugees in Cote d’Ivoire, it needs to be noted that education helps to provide a sense of normalcy in an unfamiliar and confining environment and it can provide information and skills that learners will need when they return home, or resettle. Thus, the rural development programme in Danané is of crucial importance – as the present pupils gain crucial skills needed once the Liberian civil war comes to an end.      
4. Lessons learned


In summarizing the projects presented in this research paper, the general view materializes that for Swedish NGO’s, working towards improving the educational needs of poor and discriminated people is of strategic importance. Today, a great multitude of Swedish NGO’s – from big organizations such as Diakonia, to small NGO’s like Colchaj Nac Luum (CNL) or the Liberia Dujar Association (LDA) – are present in rural areas of the developing world, working in close cooperation with international, national, and local organizations in providing crucial assistance to some of the most vulnerable groups in society – rural people. 


Still today, only a relatively small number of Swedish NGO’s have a specific rural aspect in their educational projects. While the greater part of the NGO’s stressed their commitment towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and the Education for All initiative, many of the Swedish NGO’s – notwithstanding that they actively worked within the educational sector in rural areas – lacked an understanding for the fact their activities were in fact related to education for rural people. In this regard, there appears to be a lack of understanding amongst many Swedish NGO’s of what the concept of education for rural people exactly stands for. 



However, on the other hand, it needs to be highlighted that those organizations that are present in the rural milieu often utilize very progressive and holistic rural development techniques, especially highlighting the need for broad-based participation of the rural populations in their programmes. Upon concluding this report, perhaps the most striking aspects of Swedish NGO’s in ERP remains the firm emphasis that Swedish organizations place on underscoring the need to consider social justice, human rights, and environmental protection as interdependent facets of development – which, need to be addressed jointly, in active cooperation with local populations, in order to find truly sustainable strategies for rural development. 


Finally, it also needs to be brought to attention that the level of collaboration between the government-led Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) and the non-governmental sector in reaching universal education is very high, which allows for stronger and better targeted programmes for improving rural people’s access to education. In this regard, the NGO’s maintained the view that further cooperation – on all levels – is a necessity for ensuring universal primary education by 2015; for which the Education for Rural People flagship is of key importance. 
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