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Ladies and Gentlemen

Distinguished Guests

Dear Colleagues
Welcome to the guest

It is a great pleasure for me to be with you today to address the issue of strengthening the capacities of rural people to face the challenge of fostering food security, poverty reduction, and natural resource sustainable management through interdisciplinary collaboration in education and training.


I would like to thank especially the high-level officials and professionals of the Ministries of Agriculture and Education of the participant African countries, as well as the other people and Organizations that accepted to join us. As partners of the Education for Rural People (ERP) flagship, we all share the conviction that education is a right and a foundation for development and food security and that the poor, the hungry, the illiterate and unskilled cannot wait, and we are here, today, together, as partners, to serve them. 


I would particularly like to mention the excellent collaboration with ADEA with whom we joined forces to organize this event, as well as the previous ones in 2005 and 2007, and express our gratitude to France, Italy, Reseau FAR, UNESCO,  the World Food Programme, GFAR, DVV, ICRAF and the OIF for their crucial collaboration in this workshop, and their on-going partnership. This is the third time that you, high- officials from African Ministries of Education and Agriculture and civil society representatives, work together to recommend policies, strategies and actions that contribute substantially to reduce food insecurity by enhancing access to quality education and training and promoting human development. 

Present Situation

Today 923 million people world wide still suffer from under nourishment and more than a billion are illiterate. These are, overall, the same people.

 The proportion of people who suffer from hunger in the total population remains highest in Sub-Saharan Africa, where one out of three people are chronically hungry. Within this overall situation, there are very large differences among countries. While the overall number of undernourished people in the region increased by 43 million (reaching 212 million) Sub- Saharan Africa did achieve some progress in reducing the proportion of people suffering from chronic hunger (a proportion that went down from 34 to 30 percent).  Sub Saharan Africa accounts for 47% of the out-of-school children world wide. These two issues are closely connected. In Sub Saharan Africa over four out of five children out of school live in rural areas. These children add to the number of rural illiterate adults determining that the majority of Africa illiterate and unskilled adults are rural people, and, above all, rural women. 


 The majority of Sub Saharan population is still rural - having agriculture as their main occupation. For the next 20 years Sub-Saharan Africa population will continue to be predominantly rural: in 2015 it will be 60.2 percent and in 2030, 54 percent
 (UN-DESA 2008). Empowering these rural people through education and training and fostering their capacity to cope with crisis is therefore a huge and crucial task that no single institution can address alone. Together considerable progress has been achieved and our joint work has led to important international recognition of ERP key role in achieving the MDGs. Despite progress towards all MDGs, much more work remains to be done. There are many reasons for this, but lack of investments in education, training and capacity development of rural people is likely to be among the fundamental reasons for lack of progress. 

What to do

 A number of successful countries show us that hunger reduction is possible, even in the poorest countries of the world. There are some general patterns and lessons to learn from these positive experiences. A general pattern is that rural people have, historically and up to todate been disadvantaged when compared to people in urban areas but if a conducive policy environment is in place, they can develop their resilience to cope with crises and improve livelihoods.


 A first lesson is that fighting hunger, extreme poverty and illiteracy requires an expanded commitment to agriculture and rural development. Another lesson  is that investments in education and training and capacity development for rural people contribute directly and positively to improve food security. Education and training for rural people have many dimensions: they are a source of empowerment as well as of increased individual and social income and productivity. ERP is a public good and a long term investment. Expanding and improving ERP is expensive but essential. Better educated rural people have better employment prospects, better health and greater capacity to be food secure. Educated individuals living in rural areas are less vulnerable to shocks, and better cope mechanism in dealing with climate changes, food crises, globalization and challenges to their cultural traditions. Social stability, peace and democracy have a direct relation with inclusion of all individuals in education.  Education and training are also key aspects of the capacity of well functioning organizations, be they private or public.


Since the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development FAO has worked closely together with more than 300 partners to foster Education for Rural People. A series of international and regional capacity development seminars together with numerous other policy research an advocacy activities have highlighted the crucial role of education for Poverty Reduction and Improved Food Security.


The ERP adresses formal and non-formal education. In a general sense it has analyzed the relationships that exist or ought to exist between education and training on the one hand and broader development goals related to Poverty Reduction and Food Security on the other. The capacity of rural people to produce and the capacity of the State to “deliver” this important public good - education and training services- for the poor have been important aspects of the ERP analysis. Hence, broader governance issues have been part of the analysis.


During this period, the understanding of concepts such as Poverty, Food Security and Capacity have evolved in the international community. Generally they have been broadened and become multidimensional. For example it is now well established that Food Security is more than increased production of Food, Poverty Reduction is more than increase of personal income and GDP growth, developing capacity is more than training of individual farmers .


Education is a source of empowerment, if the right conditions exist. Now, which are these conditions if expressed in terms of the conditions for capacity for improved Food Security and Reduction of Poverty more generally?


Today’s greatest challenge for national governments, international agencies, bilateral donors and NGOs operating in food security and education and training is to increase their policy and programme emphasis on ERP and ensure common monitoring of progress. As indicated by the Beijing EFA High-Level Group, ERP needs to be a priority in national and international public resource allocation. This will require major policy and resource allocation shifts as well as partnership and intersectoral cooperation at national and international level, among ministries of agriculture and education and among the UN agencies. 


The challenge ahead and for these two days is to bring some of these broader perspectives more closely together within the specific context of Africa with the inputs from the experiences from Asia and Latin America. When doing this, a more context specific discussion will emerge..

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen
Dear Colleagues
As a result of our common efforts Education for Rural People will be addressed this month as a key education priority by the G8 Ministerial meeting of Development Ministers in Rome and this will further focus the efforts of the international community in addressing simultaneously food security and education. Preparing rural people to engage successfully in knowledge-base economies and to develop their resilience to address food crises is essential to their well being. This is our common commitment; this is the meaning of our partnership. 
