Workshop on “Food crisis: education and training of rural people at stake”

FAO, Rome – 4 and 5 June 2009

Agenda 

Atelier sur “Crises alimentaires: l’éducation et la formation des ruraux en question“

OAA, Rome - 4 et 5 juin 2009 

Thursday, 4 June 2009 - Jeudi, 4 juin 2009
Welcoming Remarks 

by

 H. E. Pietro Sebastiani, Ambassador of Italy to FAO, Permanent Representation of the Republic of Italy to FAO, Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Ambassadeur de l’Italie auprès de l‘OAA, Représentation Permanente de l’Italie auprès de l'OAA / FAO, Ministère italien des Affaires Etrangères  


It gives me great pleasure to welcome you in Rome on this sunny day. I hope that you will have some spare time so to enjoy the beauty of this extraordinary city. In any case I am sure that your work over the next two days will help give the priority that rural issues need in the world-wide agenda for sustainable development. As you know this workshop is a follow up to two previous meetings on Education for Rural People (EPR) jointly organized by FAO and ADEA in 2005 in Addis Abeba and here in Rome in 2007. We are grateful to the convening parties and all the Ministries, organizations and associations who have collaborated.

Today, just over half of the world population lives in rural areas. In the poorest countries, those where education is most essential for poverty alleviation, the population will continue to be predominantly rural for decades to come. The education sector needs to focus on rural areas because that is where 70 percent of the world’s poor live. Living in a rural area in a poor country frequently means facing poverty, hunger and illiteracy. 


Many of the problems related to food and to the educational system are enhanced in the rural areas. Undernourishment and illiteracy are closely linked and are much higher in rural than in urban areas. A full 82 percent of out-of-school children live in rural areas. Among them are millions of children and adolescents exploited as rural workers on cocoa, tobacco or banana plantations, sometimes forced to work more than 12 hours a day in conditions bordering on slavery. 


A large number of these children will join the growing ranks of the next generation of illiterate and poor young and adult farmers. And one should not forget that millions of children die of hunger before reaching school age.

According to the findings of this year Global Monitoring Report(GMR) on Education for All (EFA), more than 4 out of 5 school children are rural. We are convinced that policies and strategies to promote universal access and completion of quality primary education for boys and girls alike, as reflected in MDGs 2 and 3 will be more effective and sustainable when situated in the context of policies for promoting overall sustainable development and all the MDGs, and first of all reducting extreme poverty and hunger. Nevertheless there are progress: the very same Report remarks a significant increase in access to primary schooling and a decrease since 1999 in the number of out-of-school children.

Rural-urban disparities are a major obstacle to achieve Sustainable Development, the Millennium Development Goals including Food Security and Education for All: readdressing such inequalities is an urgent duty for all of us. To contribute to address this challenge FAO and UNESCO as you know launched the global Education for Rural People (ERP) flagship partnership during the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002 in Johannesburg with FAO as the lead agency. Its mission is to empower the rural poor to become fully integrated actors of the development process. The partnership addresses the learning needs of a hidden constituency of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) - rural people - crucial to achieve the Millennium targets. 

We strongly support the ERP interagency and interdisciplinary work aiming at fostering collaboration among Ministries of Education and Agriculture of member countries to address the education needs of rural people. 

The Italian Directorate General for Cooperation (DGCS) has contributed to foster ERP since its inception by:   


(i)
joining in as a member of the ERP partnership; 


(ii) 
supporting two projects: GCP/INT/847/ITA: “Capacity building in 



Education for Agriculture, rural development and food security”, and 


GCP/INT/944/ITA “Strengthening partnerships on Education for Rural 


People”. Outputs of such projects gained high visibility in the international 

arena; 
 

(iii) posting an Italian APO in the FAO office in Mozambique. 

(iv) contributed to previous edition of this African regional ERP meeting in 2005 and 2007 and to the other regional meetings in Asia and the Pacific Regions, as well as in the Latin America and the Caribbean.

(v) A book on ERP issued in view of the G8 Ministerial Meeting of Development Ministers, that will take place in Rome this month

This publication was developed to assist policy-makers dealing with rural poverty, food insecurity and education challenges confronting rural people. It seeks to address the correlation between education, empowerment and food security, mainly through a number of “good practice” case studies from all over the world. It is about strengthening their capacity to achieve food security.

Education in all its forms has the potential to empower people, by increasing their self-confidence, their capacity to improve their livelihoods and their participation in wider processes of social and economic change. This book identifies different dimensions of education and training for rural people that have proven useful in developing peoples’ capacity to enhance food security. It covers formal as well as non-formal education, literacy as well as skills training.

At the international level, these different dimensions of education and training for rural people are dealt with by a variety of stakeholders, including the UN agencies. This publication is the result of the review of a collaborative effort between FAO, UNESCO and about 350 partners aiming at contributing to the implementation of the World Food Summit Plan of Action and the Dakar Framework for Action on Education for All (EFA).

FAO and Italy have consistently supported efforts aimed at providing stronger linkages between food security and education issues. While the dramatic food crisis, exacerbated by the serious financial and economic crisis has given impulse to a renewed effort of the international community to reduce the impact of these events on poor people and to prevent future emergencies, we are more than convinced that education for rural people must be an essential part of this endeavour. Education for Rural People (ERP) is a worldwide call to action for educating all rural children, youth and adults. The great majority of the so-called “hard-to-reach children” are concentrated in rural areas. Giving them a wider access to education has been identified by the G8 as one of the crucial issues of development in the field of education. It responds not only to the basic need of reducing inequalities and creating equal opportunities for all, but also to the imperative of providing rural people with better tools, skills and capacity. 

We hope that this publication may contribute to further focusing the efforts of the international community in this field and to highlight the task of tackling both simultaneously, namely food security and education, which deserve equal attention and priority. 

· Food Security and Education are  fundamental field of action of the Italian development cooperation, in line with the Millennium Development Goals agenda,.

· In continuity with previous G8, Italy considers education a fundamental component in the development agenda, mainly in relation to Africa. In the present scenario of financial and economic crisis, the role of education is even more crucial to achieve sustainable economic growth and recovery. Education represents an important factor of growth and stability at both the individual and community levels and has positive influence on all development sectors. Without quality education for all, no country will be able to fulfil the engagements to ensure food security, prevent the spread of diseases, improve health and reduce poverty, in favour of the most disadvantaged groups including the rural populations.

· However GMR stresses that Education for All should mean all, not some or most. For this reason, for the remaining period to 2015, more targeted approaches will be required to reach the still excluded learners of all ages, including the youngest children, youth and adults of all ages. Failure to achieve the EFA goals will serve to reinforce the exclusion of the excluded. 

· The GMR indicates that the last groups to be reached include those who are younger and older than the traditional learning ages of primary school, as well as those living in fragile, emergency and conflict-affected states. 

· Illiterate people in rural areas belong to this group of excluded. Sector plan for education in the context of PRSPs are likely to address the needs of school age children in rural areas, but there is still a need for a better focus on adults, and above all women. Moreover, experience in many countries shows that literate mothers encourage their children to attend school, thus reducing the incidence of drop-outs.

· According to the GMR, the international community  should aim to face  the key challenges of equity and inclusion. The Report sends a clear message that the EFA agenda - must be pursued in a holistic manner and identifies the needs of sub-Saharan Africa and South and West Asia as particularly challenging.

· Education for Rural Population may offer a specific contribution to the EFA agenda, above all in Sub-Saharan Africa, where, despite the growing urbanization, rural development is still a major issue.

· The ERP tool may offer a contribution to governments who, in consultation with civil society and other stakeholders, should take steps at national, regional, and community level to identify and map target groups excluded from education; to formulate inclusive education policies and strategies, and to implement the specific and innovative actions required to provide access for people of all ages. 

· ERP is also a contribution to capacity development, helping countries in providing quality education relevant for the specific life needs of rural people. In this regards, teacher training and the production of good quality and relevant textbooks are fundamental issues. 

· Finally, the dimension of networking, partnership, cooperation among agencies, governments, departments as well as various levels of the education systems, including higher education and research, are important assets upon which FAO may design for the future, taking into account emerging issues (such as climate changes).

I wish all of you successful work, and trust that your stay in Rome, the eternal city of 3000 years of history, is enjoyable. 

Thank you.

�  See for example � HYPERLINK "http://www.fao.org/sd/erp/ERPevents24_en.htm" ��http://www.fao.org/sd/erp/ERPevents24_en.htm�





