Group 2:  

How to articulate basic education, secondary education, and technical and vocational education and training, higher education, research and extension to contribute to promote food security, agriculture and rural development?

3 Interventions

Rosario Salazar, National Federation of Coffee Growers, Columbia

Presented an excellent case of Private sector cooperation with public education sector to improve both educational outcomes and the competiveness of the coffee sector. Rosario presented an innovative and successful blend of formal and NFE. 

Tomas Vandenbosch, World Agroforestry Center, Nairobi, Kenya

Made a very compelling case for a new and broader approach to agricultural education that includes areas such as food security and conservation of Natural resources, as well as soft skills like analytical, problem solving and communication skills. Tom also called for better methods for facilitating learning, and more relevant learning materials based on experience in agriculture.

Dr. Bala Ramani, Leibniz University, Hannover

Made the case for incorporating the needs of farmers into the curriculum of higher agricultural education. Presented the changing nature of agricultural education: increasingly knowledge intensive, the need for entrepreneurship training, and the need to make our education more market oriented.

Respondents

Anily Amentie, Ethiopia

Joseph Eilor, Ministry of Education and Sports, Uganda

Mohamed Abubecker, Ethiopia

8 main points

1) Renewal of curricula to insure that it is relevant to current needs and compatible with socio-economic conditions and to have regular reviews.  What gets measured, gets done.  So new indicators may be needed for better monitoring and evaluation. 

2) Better dialog is needed to establish workable partnerships between donors and governments.  Donors should respect and align more completely with the programs that are designed by governments (according to the Paris Declaration).   These partnerships require Less talking and more “walking” (by that we mean more shared experience and action)

3) Thinkers and doers need to work together: Academics, theoriticians and policy makers need to work more closely with those who work on the front lines so that the expertise resident in both worlds can be tapped.

4) Need to provide incentives to promote professional education (especially for new teachers and new extension staff posted to rural areas)

5) Do a better job Linking skills and knowledge to insure educational relevance and real world applicability

6) Gender: Recognizing that Literacy rates among women are far lower than for men and that Girls are often not in schools in remote areas. Need to address gender issues.  Need to make schools more friendly to girl students.   

7) ERP has achieved a lot at the technocratic ministerial level in 6 years but not at the political leadership level. Without political will action on ERP will be sparse. How can we influence high ranking politicians to improve education for rural people?

8) Need to make the rural life more attractive.  How can we make agriculture and rural settings seem more attractive? Need a consensus among a number of actors that the rural areas need to be more attractive (ministries of health, of youth, and others) .

Lastly, the point was made that In the name of justice:Regardless of ability or circumstances, rural people should have access to quality education.   









