Closing Comments

Ms Victoria Sekitoleko, FAOR, Ethiopia

Honourable Ministers, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, Chairperson”:

The Meeting has enabled the Ministers of Education, Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries of eleven countries in Sub-Saharan Africa to review the experiences on policy options and priorities of Education for Rural People and to draw lessons thereof for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and Education for All (EFA) goals, including universal primary education, food security and poverty reduction through the sustainable development of agriculture and rural areas in Sub-Saharan Africa.  

FAO, the lead agency for the Education for Rural People Global flagship partnership initiative, truly admires the engaging attitude displayed by the Ministers in the systematic and objective analysis of the diverse and complex challenges facing Education for Rural People.  FAO is particularly pleased with the set of specific actions being recommended by the Ministers to the main actors who can make a difference in addressing the educational and training needs of rural people, especially the rural poor.  These actors include:

· Our Governments 

· Our Ministries of Education, Agriculture, Rural Development, Fisheries and others. 

· Civil society organizations and the business sector 
· The external cooperation agencies, and the 

· External donor community  

Among the very meaningful and practical recommendations of the Ministers, I would like to highlight the critical importance of:

· Government policies to promote Education for Rural People as a top national priority and to ensure that this priority is reflected through an increase in budget allocation and investment

· Collaboration of ministries with each other and also with civil society and the business sectors to develop and deliver national and decentralized policies and programmes for Education for Rural Peoples

· Strengthening  of rural communities and people to participate effectively in the formulation and delivery of ERP policies and programmes to derive maximum benefit from ERP

· They urge civil society, the business sector and external community to work with and support the Ministries of Education, Agriculture and Rural Development to enhance access of rural communities to education and to improve the quality and effectiveness of education programmes for the empowerment and well being of rural people

· They urge FAO, UNESCO, ADEA, OAU, NEPAD and others to consolidate the work undertaken in Sub Saharan Africa within the framework of the Education for Rural People flagship partnership.

· They exhort the donor community to provide additional resources for targeting ERP within the Education for All for poverty reduction, food security and sustainable rural development. 

FAO is grateful to all participants all of you Gentlemen, iaptns PAD, iyu nd l 




















































































for valuable knowledge and contributions.  A very special appreciation goes to:

· You Ministers and your technical teams of Burkina Faso, Guinea, Kenya, Madagascar, Mozambique, Niger, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania and Uganda, and a special thank to the host country, Ethiopia,

· The representatives of the international and bilateral agencies and particularly the Italian Development cooperation, the Norwegian Cooperation and the World Bank for their financial support. 

· Those that with FAO were  co-organizers: ADEA and UNESCO Institute of Education Planning, 

For the future, FAO will continue to provide leadership to the global ERP partnership which is now enriched by this significant step forward toward the achievement of the Education for All among rural people. FAO is ready to provide technical assistance to member countries upon request on the implementation of these recommendations.  

Sincerely, we hope that all of us will do our part to implement these results and recommendations for improving our policies, strategies and programmes on Education for Rural People.

Thank you.




