Fifth High-Level Group Meeting on Education for All

Beijing, China, 28-30 November 2005
Background 
The EFA HLG is a meeting organized by UNESCO in cooperation with the Government of the People’s Republic of China bringing together Heads of State, ministers of education, cooperation and development, the donor community and other intergovernmental and non governmental organizations, to set world policy priorities for the education sector.

Main policy result and issues: 

· Addressing ERP was included among the main recommendations of the HLG final communiqué  as a key policy priority to achieving the MDGs, by 2015 ( paragraphs 8-12 and 13 of attached document). 

· The FAO ADG presented the FAO led ERP partnership programme during a special two hour panel session devoted to ERP. An exhibition of ERP publication was set up and key documentation distributed. 

· Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao, during his opening speech to the HLG, listed ERP as one of the three tasks top on the nation’s education work agenda (the other being compulsory 9 years education, vocational education and universal literacy).

· Chinese Education Minister Zhou Ji, in a meeting with the FAO delegation – which included in such occasion the FAO Representative to China, Mr. Mona - expressed strong interest in strengthening collaboration with FAO to keep Education for Rural People high in the international policy agenda. FAO ADG requested the Minister to: 

(i) advocate for ERP to be included in the EFA Monitoring Report 2007; 

(ii) develop common work on capacity building in Asia and Africa on skill training for agriculture and rural development; 

(iii) continue tripartite cooperation with China and UNESCO especially through the International Institute for Rural Education (INRULED)

(iv) second a Young Professional/APO to the ERP coordinating Unit in Rome; 

(v)  ensuring periodical update of ERP web site Chinese version launched by FAO during the HLG; 

· The FAO ADG requested Mr. Peter Smith, UNESCO Assistant Director-General for Education to ensure adequate follow up to WSSD launch of ERP in 2002 by 

(i) including the partnership flagship programme in UNESCO Mid Term Plan with adequate resources to complement the resources committed by FAO Programme of Work and Budget to ERP. 

(ii) including ERP in the 2007 EFA Monitoring report and 

(iii) giving ERP due emphasis in the HLG final communiqué

· The international press coverage of the HLG gives high visibility to ERP and FAO leadership (press clippings in http://www.fao.org/sd/erp/ERParticlesPresslast_en.htm) 

Advances in education and their impact on economic development have a crucial role to play in improving the living conditions, incomes and productivity of rural people, especially the poor. Recognizing this education role, FAO and UNESCO joined forces to create a flagship programme in favor of Education for Rural People (ERP), which all national governments, member agencies of the United Nations and civil society organizations are invited to join. As part of this programme, four regional meetings bringing together decision-makers from ministries of education and agriculture, as well as a donors’ workshop, were organized from 2002 to 2004 in Latin America and Asia.  The Ministerial Seminar on ERP in Africa: Policy Lessons, Options and Priorities follows from this process in promoting the ERP Initiative. 

The main purpose of the seminar was to bring together Ministers of Education, Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries in Sub-Saharan Africa, to review the policy options and priorities of Education for Rural People and draw lessons from experience for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and Education for All (EFA) goals, including universal primary education, food security and poverty reduction through the sustainable development of agriculture and rural areas in Sub-Saharan Africa.    

 

Participants:
There were over 100 participants including:   

· Ministers and senior professionals for education, agriculture, rural development and fisheries from eleven African countries, i.e. Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Guinea, Kenya, Madagascar, Mozambique, Niger, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania and Uganda.

· Embassies of governments, i.e. Embassy of the Republic of Guinea, Embassy of Italy,  Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.    

· Representatives of organizations and official delegations; i.e. Nelson Mandela Foundation, Organization of African Union (OAU), Associazione di Cooperazione Rurale in Africa e America Latina (ACRA), Basic Education Association of Ethiopia (BEAE), Swiss Development Cooperation (SDC), ICRAF, International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), ILO, Institute for International Cooperation of German Adult Education Association (IIZ/DVV), Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO), World Bank, UNESCO-BREDA (Regional Education Office), UNESCO International Institute for Capacity Building in Africa (IICBA), UNICEF-Burkina Faso and Tanzania, and Oxfam-Great Britain.

· Delegations from the organizations that organized the seminar: ADEA (Prof Mamadou Ndoye, Executive Secretary and his team of 4 professionals), UNESCO (Mr Keith Holmes, Resident Fellow, IIEP, Paris) and FAO-Rome (Ms Marcela Villareal, Director, SDWD, Ms Lavinia Gasperini (ERP Coordinator) SDRE, Mr Pierre Antonios, GIIM, Mr Cesare Maramici, SDRE and Mr Andrea Valentini, SDRE.

FAO Regional Office in Ethiopia: Ms Victoria Sekitoleko, FAO Regional Representative for Ethiopia, African Unity (AU) and Economic Commission for Africa (ECA); Mr Ali Haribou, FAOR-Djibouti and Liaison Officer to AU and ECA.
