HLG Provisional Agenda – 26.11.2005

Fifth High-Level Group Meeting on Education for All

Beijing, China, 28-30 November 2005
Programme

Mandate of the High-Level Group

The Dakar Framework for Action (§19) states that: “UNESCO’s Director-General will convene annually a high-level, small and flexible group. It will serve as a lever for political commitment and technical and financial resource mobilization. Informed by a monitoring report (…) it will also provide an opportunity to hold the global community to account for commitments made in Dakar. It will be composed of highest-level leaders from governments and civil society of developing and developed countries, and from development agencies”.
Expected outcomes

· To take forward the promises of 2005 into concrete commitment and actions in favour of EFA;

· To adopt and implement policies on adult literacy for achieving Dakar Goals 3 and 4 and to provide additional donor support for effective literacy programmes;

· To stimulate fresh commitments for promoting and expanding education for rural people;

· To re-position the international community to meet the missed 2005 target of gender parity for primary and secondary education;

· To reach broad agreement on UNESCO’s Joint Action Plan and its implementation by all concerned partners; and
· To agree on a strategy on channelling enhanced commitments of aid and debt relief for EFA.
Monday, 28 November 2005

	Morning
	Registration at Beijing Hotel1

	
	

	10.30 a.m. 
	Opening ceremony

	
	

	
	Chairperson:

	
	- Zhou Ji, Minister of Education, People’s Republic of China

	
	Opening speech:

	
	- Wen Jiabao, Prime Minister, People’s Republic of China

	
	Welcome address:

	
	- Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General, UNESCO

	
	Keynote addresses:

	
	
Investing in Literacy: Mongolia’s experience

	
	
  Nambaryn Enkhbayar, President of Mongolia

	
	
Literacy and Empowerment: Lessons from Thailand 

	
	
  Her Royal Highness Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, Crown

   Princess of Thailand

	
	
Literacy and the MDGs: An African perspective

	
	
  Arthur Zahidi N’Goma, Vice-President, Democratic 

   Republic of the Congo

	
	

	12 – 1.30 p.m.
	Luncheon

	
	Hosted by Mr. Zhang Xinsheng, Chairman of the Chinese National Commission

	
	

	Evening
	Reception

	
	


Tuesday, 29 November 2005

	Working Session I
9 – 11 a.m.
	Review of progress towards the EFA goals: can these be achieved without stronger commitment to literacy and gender equality?

	
	Chair: Moustapha Sourang, Minister of Education, Senegal

	
	Lead Commentary:
- Nicholas Burnett, Director, EFA Global Monitoring Report

	
	Panellists: 

	
	- Luis Gόmez Gutiérrez, Minister of Education, Cuba

	
	- George I. Godia，Education Secretary，Kenya



	
	- Zhang Xinsheng, Vice Minister of Education, People’s Republic of  China

	
	- Maria Lourdes Almazan-Khan, Asian South Pacific Bureau of
    Adult Education


	
	

	
	Discussion

	
	Major points, recommendations and actions 
(Peter Smith, ADG for Education, UNESCO)

	
	


Tuesday, 29 November 2005

	Working Session I (continued)



	Based on the analysis of the EFA Global Monitoring Report 2006 of progress towards all six EFA goals, the Session will aim at strengthening EFA partners’ commitment to the full EFA agenda, with particular attention to gender equality and literacy goals. To achieve the Dakar Goal 4 on literacy, a framework for international action, backed by concerted action at national level – as called for by UNESCO’s Literacy Initiative for Empowerment (LIFE) – is necessary. This also implies commitment of additional funds from donors. It is evident that the literacy goal will not be achieved unless appropriate educational opportunities are provided to millions of children who have no access to school. Since girls constitute the majority of these out-of-school children, there is a need for re-positioning the international community to meet the missed 2005 gender parity goal for primary and secondary education.

	
	


	Working Session II 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
	Reaching the marginalized: investing in education for rural people to achieve EFA goals and the MDGs

	
	Chair: Zhou Ji, Minister of Education, People’s Republic of China

	
	Lead commentary: Mamadou Ndoye, Executive Secretary, ADEA

	
	Panellists:

	
	- Changchui He, Assistant Director-General for Asia and the Pacific, 
   FAO

	
	- Chaturon Chaisang, Minister of Education, Thailand 

	
	- Reyes Tamez Guerra, Minister of Education, Mexico 

	
	- Mary Futrell, Founding President, Education International

	
	Discussion

	
	Major points, recommendations and actions (Lead Commentator)

	
	

	Educating rural people is one of the principal challenges for the equitable achievement of the EFA objectives and the MDGs. With less than 50 per cent of children in school, marked gender inequality and a shortage of qualified teachers, rural areas are the furthest away from achieving EFA. In fact, rural people are the most likely to suffer from hunger, malnutrition, disease (including HIV/AIDS) and low life expectancy. Thus, the Education for Rural People (ERP) initiative contributes to national sustainable development through increased agricultural productivity, food security and poverty reduction. Building on the findings of the sixth EFA Working Group Meeting, the EFA Global Monitoring Report 2006, the recent Ministerial Seminar on ERP in Addis Ababa and the 2005 World Summit, this Session will aim at identifying strategies, resources and actions for ensuring that the education needs of rural people are adequately addressed by intersectoral multidisciplinary partnership efforts.

	
	

	1– 2.45 p.m.
	Lunch

	
	


Tuesday, 29 November 2005 (continued)
	Working Session III 3 – 5 p.m.
	Strengthening partnerships through the Joint Action Plan

	
	Chair: Ahmed Gamal Eddin Musa, Minister of Education, Egypt

	
	Lead commentary: 
Peter Smith, Assistant Director-General for Education, UNESCO

	
	Panellists:

	
	- Naledi Pandor, Minister of Education, South Africa

	
	- Henry Jeffrey, Minister of Education, Guyana 

	
	- Mitoji Yabunaka, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, Japan

	
	- Anne Margareth F. Stenhammer, State Secretary, Ministry of 
  Foreign Affairs, Norway

	
	Discussion

	
	Major points, recommendations and actions (Lead Commentator)

	
	

	As requested by UNESCO’s Executive Board, the Joint Action Plan for achieving EFA by 2015 seeks to provide a clearer understanding of the roles of EFA stakeholders and a coherent strategy of how they can work together more efficiently to achieve the Dakar goals. UNESCO’s EFA Strategy, including its three initiatives, – LIFE, Education for HIV/AIDS Prevention and Teacher Training in Sub-Saharan Africa – should be considered as an integral part of the Joint Action Plan. Building on knowledge and experience as well as the global mapping of partners’ roles and responsibilities, the Joint Action Plan will help in improving EFA effectiveness at national level, through efficient coordination, capacity building, adequate financial support and mutual accountability. This Session will aim at reaching a broad agreement on the Joint Action Plan and on promoting its implementation by all concerned partners.

	
	


	Working Session IV-A 5 – 6.30 p.m.
	Resource mobilization and aid effectiveness: translating EFA commitments into reality

	
	Chair: Pierre-Andre Wiltzer, Special Envoy to President of France

	
	Lead commentary: 
Stefano Manservisi, Director-General for Development, EC

	
	Panellists:

	
	- Chinwa Nora Obaji, Minister of Education, Nigeria

	
	- Osman Farruk, Minister of Education, Bangladesh

	
	- Richard Samans, Managing Director, Global Institute for
   Partnership and Governance, World Economic Forum 

	
	Discussion

	
	Major points, recommendations and actions (Lead Commentator))

	
	

	In light of the commitments made in Dakar and Monterrey, as well as recent pledges by the G8 Summit in Gleneagles, this Session will explore ways and means of ensuring that EFA benefits from the projected increases in development funding, including debt cancellation and debt swap. In the framework of the Paris Declaration, appropriate actions should be taken to improve aid effectiveness and mutual accountability. This should lead to concrete recommendations and commitments to a sustainable and predictable increase in funding to reduce the gap as regards financing the full EFA agenda.

	
	

	7 p.m.
	Reception

	
	


Wednesday, 30 November 2005
	Working Session IV-B 9 – 10.30 a.m.
	Resource mobilization and aid effectiveness: taking stock of FTI experience

	
	Chair: Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General, UNESCO

	
	Lead commentary: Jean-Louis Sarbib, Senior Vice-President, Human Development, World Bank

	
	Panellists:

	
	- Javed Ashraf Oazi, Minister of Education, Pakistan

	
	- Frederick Schieck, Deputy-Administrator, USAID

	
	- Aires Bonifacio Ali, Minister of Education and Culture,
   Mozambique

	
	- Kailash Satyarthi, Chair, Global Campaign for Education

	
	Discussion

	
	Major points, recommendations and actions (Lead Commentator)

	
	

	The Fast-Track Initiative (FTI) serves as a mechanism for mobilizing resources, harmonizing donor support and aligning it with country education strategies. As it moves these processes to country level, national leadership in coordinating donor efforts around a holistic education sector plan is a key factor, and will provide the framework for FTI support. This session will enable participants to draw lessons from FTI experience thus far and situate the current status of the initiative in the broader EFA framework. The outcome of this session will serve as input into the FTI Partnership Meeting, which follows the High-Level Group.

	
	


Wednesday, 30 November 2005 (continued)
	Working Session V 10.30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
	The way ahead

	
	

	10.30 – 11.30 a.m.:
	Agreement on the way forward

	
	Chairperson: Peter Smith, Assistant Director-General for 

Education, UNESCO

	
	

	12.30 – 12.45 p.m.:
	Adoption of the Communiqué

	
	Chairperson: Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General of UNESCO

	
	

	12.45 – 1 p.m.:
	Concluding remarks

	
	Chairperson: Zhou Ji, Minister of Education, People’s Republic of China

	
	

	The sixth meeting of EFA Working Group recommended that Beijing High-Level Group make a determined commitment to education that would establish EFA as a priority issue at all political levels. The High-Level Group needs both to highlight what has been achieved since Dakar and to focus on how, over the coming decade, EFA partners can work together to make EFA a tangible reality. This session aims at reaching agreement on critical next steps for implementation by the different partners before the next meeting of the High-Level Group. These will be reflected in the Communiqué. Agreement should also be reached on the preparation of a comprehensive review of progress since Dakar, to be undertaken in 2007-2008, as well as on a joint approach to follow up the recommendations of the Group at international, regional and national levels.

	
	

	1 – 1.30 p.m.
	Media Briefing

	
	

	1.30 – 2.30 p.m.
	Lunch

	
	

	7 p.m.
	Reception

	
	


Notes:

· The meeting will be co-chaired by the Director-General of UNESCO and the Minister of Education, People’s Republic of China.
· The Opening Ceremony will take place in the Great Hall of the People’s Congress on 28 November at 10:30 a.m. and will be public. Participants are advised to take their seats by 9:30 a.m. Official transport will be provided from the Beijing Hotel at 9 a.m.

· Business Sessions of HLG at the Beijing Hotel on 29-30 November are strictly restricted to participants.
· Each of the working sessions will be introduced by the Chair of the session. The lead commentator will outline in 15 minutes the most critical issues for discussion. This will be followed by a 5 minute intervention from each designated panellist on specific issues emerging from the EFA Global Monitoring Report 2006. The role of the lead commentator will be to lead the session towards specific recommendations for actions. He/she will highlight major points, recommendations and actions in 5 minutes at the end of each session. The summaries will form the basis for reaching consensus on the way forward in Working Session V.
· Tea/Coffee will be available to participants, but there will be no breaks.

· A drafting group (‘sherpas’) will prepare the HLG Communiqué before and during the HLG meeting. The meetings are scheduled for 27/28 November in the evening, end of Session IV on Tuesday and over breakfast on Wednesday (30 November).

· Press Conference will follow conclusion of HLG.
· The HLG Secretariat will be at the meeting venue from Friday 25 November 2005. All correspondence including personal mail should be addressed as follows: 
Postal Address: 
Secretary –General, Chinese National Commission for UNESCO
37 Damucang Hutong, Xidan 100086

Beijing, China.
Tel: (86-10)-6609-6883 / : (86-10)-6513-7766 (Operation, Beijing Hotel)  

Fax: (86-10)-6601-7912
e-mail:efa5@moe.edu.cn  
Website: http://efa.unesco.org.cn
SIDE EVENTS (Provisional Schedule)

Venue: Beijing Hotel
	Date
	Event
	Convener(s)

	26-27 November 2005
	UNGEI Technical and Global Advisory Committee meetings
	UNICEF

	27 November
	Sino-African Forum of Education Ministers
	People’s Republic of China

	28 November (pm)
	Third Roundtable on EFA and Elimination of Child Labour and EFA
	ILO, UNESCO, UNICEF World Bank and Global March against Child Labour

	30 Nov. (pm) – 

2 December (am)
	EFA-FTI Annual Partnership meeting
	FTI Co-chairs

	2 December 2005 (pm)
	EFA-FTI Side meetings (Catalytic Fund and EPDF Strategy Committee Meetings)
	FTI Secretariat

	3 December 2005 (am)
	FTI Steering Committee 
	FTI Co-chairs


1 Participants may register at the Meeting reception at the Beijing Hotel, on Sunday 27 November between 9 am and 6 pm and Monday 28 November between 3 pm and 6 pm.








1 of 8

