Fifth High-Level Group Meeting on Education for All

Beijing, China, 28-30 November 2005
Main Outcomes and Follow-up 

The main result of the Seminar was the Communiqué which included specific actions being recommended by the Ministers to the main actors who can make a difference in addressing the educational and training needs of rural people, especially the rural poor. These actors include:
· Governments. 

· Ministries of Education, Agriculture, Rural Development, Fisheries and others. 

· Civil society organizations and the business sector. 

· The external cooperation agencies. 

· The external donor community  

The Communiqué of the ministers is presented in Annex 1.  
Some of the very meaningful and practical recommendations of the ministers are summarized below: 
· government policies to promote ERP as a top national priority and to ensure that this priority is reflected through an increase in budget allocation and investment.
· Collaboration of ministries with each other and also with civil society and the business sectors to develop and deliver national and decentralized policies and programmes for ERP.

· They request support for strengthening of rural communities and people to participate effectively in the formulation and delivery of ERP policies and programmes so they can derive maximum benefit from ERP.

· They urge civil society, the business sector and external community to work with and support ministries of government to enhance access of rural communities to education and to improve the quality and effectiveness of education programmes for the empowerment and well being of rural people.

· They urge FAO, UNESCO, ADEA, OAU, NEPAD and others to consolidate the work undertaken in Sub-Saharan Africa within the ERP partnership. 

· They exhort the donor community to provide additional resources for targeting ERP within the Education for All for poverty reduction, food security and sustainable rural development.

 

All the documentation related to the workshop in now available on the ERP Web page: www.fao.org/sd/erp/erpeventslast_en.htm
Thanks to excellent collaboration between the ADEA and FAO Information and Communication officers, press coverage of the seminar was first class.  Journalists published more than 50 articles on the seminar during the course of the week. ERP Web site has a list of the articles and media houses/papers involved;
http://www.fao.org/sd/erp/erparticlespress8_en.htm
Follow-up action

The outcomes of the workshop will be presented for endorsement at the High Level Group on Education for All which is the higher policy making body in Education. Convened by UNESCO, is integrated by ten Chiefs of state, twenty ministries of Education and ten representatives of donors countries. 
