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1. BACKGROUND 
·  Working to achieve the Millennium Development Goals

Eradication of extreme poverty and hunger reduction are the great challenges of nowadays. All Countries and international donors agree about the urgency of achieving this goal. The international community is aware that a systemic and multi-disciplinary approach is needed as well as a better collaboration between the different institutional and civil society actors and a clear political willingness to find solutions and, at all levels, to meet each own obligation (http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/). To achieve common and sustainable goals there is a need of (i) coherence of international policies and (ii) implementation of effective international cooperation strategies and programmes, aiming at mobilising actively all stakeholders in a global partnership perspective, in the North and South of the world, from grass root level to Institutions through international NGOs and United Nations agencies in order to amplify individual efforts.

·  Sharing perspectives on a global partnership

Adding value to complementary resources at different levels is the key in building global partnerships from grass roots to the institutional level: this is also the case of the ERP Initiative. Both NGOs, CSOs and UN agencies are committed in this challenge. 

UN agencies, international organisations and NGOs/CSOs together can  

· · Providing a link between policy and field working levels (including local rural communities, facilitating participation)

· · Capitalising, monitoring and evaluating field experiences and programmes

· · Sharing and spreading information, contents and experiences 

· · Doing advocacy at national, European and global level 

· · Promoting and implementing trans-national and decentralised cooperation programmes involving both northern and southern countries
·  MDGs, food security and rural development 

A sixth of the world population lives in poverty: a billion and two hundreds thousands people affected by malnutrition, illiteracy, diseases, hunger. 70% of these people live in rural areas of Africa, Latin America, Asia and Eastern Europe, which are the main food producers and which have a strong responsibility in addressing the increased food needs of the world population, preserving the planet environmental resources. Something is going wrong. 

Several causes can be identified, starting from the protracted implementation of inadequate rural development policies, which allow production systems detrimental to ecosystems and exclude rural communities’ from access to productive resources as well as from the policy making processes concerning their lives. Land is concentrated in a few hands, moreover, for people living in the poorest rural areas of the world of which the most part is composed by small farmers, the lack of technical assistance hinders their access to markets on a fair basis, the difficulties in access to credit makes hard to them to get funds for their own initiatives, the cost of their labour is cheap and not sufficient to address families’ basic needs. On the other hand, the unfair regulation of international trade policies puts the poorest countries at a disadvantage, forcing local producers to a daily struggle for survival. The weak political voice of rural poor stakeholders completes a vicious circle, which brings rural people to move to urban areas, looking for better chances for their future. 

The educational divide among urban and rural people contributes to worsen this trend. In fact, despite education is a basic right in itself, in rural areas children’s access to education is much lower then in urban contexts, the rate of adult illiteracy is higher, the quality of education is worse and frequently unsuitable for the development of a specific expertise linked to both the subsistence and the development of the rural communities. Where the quality of education is the precondition for building capacities which are needed for life and useful for the economic, cultural, political, social and technological development, the denied access to education represents a threat for people’s survival and a definitive condemnation to exclusion.

The gap among investments in rural and urban areas is increasing the de-capitalization of both economic and human capital of rural people, creating a vicious circle. Evidences are there that this dis-investment contributes to an increased migration towards urban areas, increasing global food insecurity, poverty and the progressive worsening of the environmental situation of the entire world. The fight against poverty and hunger is a common fight for justice and inclusion of rural people. 

·  Work in progress at United Nations level: the ERP Flagship

Since the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) held in Johannesburg, South Africa, on 3rd  September 2002, FAO and UNESCO are inviting member countries, international agencies and civil society to join the partnership on Education for Rural People (ERP), which is part of the International Alliance Against Hunger and of the Education for All (EFA) initiative. 

The ERP global partnership is a call for a collaborative action to address rural-urban disparities by targeting the educational needs of rural people. The partnership is open to members (Governments, UN Agencies, International Organisations, NGOs and Civil Society Organisations) committed to working separately to achieve the following goals. 

The ERP Partnership objectives are:
· Overcoming the urban/rural gap in education. 

· Increasing access to basic Education for Rural People 

· Improving the quality of basic Education for Rural People 

· Fostering the national capacity to plan and implement ERP as part of National Education for All and Rural Development Plans. 

· Building awareness on the importance of ERP as a crucial step to achieve all the Millennium Development Goals, and particularly, eradicating extreme poverty and hunger, achieving universal primary education and promoting gender equity. 

The ERP Partnership carries out the following activities: at the national level 

· Technical support to countries willing to address the basic educational needs of the rural people by formulating specific strategies as part of National Education for all and Rural Development plans. 

…at the international level 

· Advocate and mobilize partnerships for ERP by concentrating on strategic global, regional and international events, and encouraging the same within countries. Support the exchange of good practices and knowledge on Education for rural people. 

Since its launch, about 235 members from all around the world joined the ERP Flagship. Of these, 170 are NGOs and civil society organisations. 
·  The European NGOs Network for ERP 

This informal NGOs network was born within the ERP Flagship, by the initiative of the NGOs ACRA (Itay, CFSI (France), Cyfanfyd (UK and the other partners of the "ERP and food security" programme (see the following paragraph) and it is open to any other interested EU ONG/CSO. 

The Network's objective is to contribute to strengthen the ERP partnership initiative through the provision of spaces for civil societies participation and facilitating the operational networking on ERP at local, national and international level, of NGOs/CSOs, Institutions, international and UN Agencies, both in Europe and in southern countries, in order to increase the individual capacity of each actor. 

To this purpose, the Network aims at:

- promoting the ERP partnership initiative at all levels

- sharing information on the main initiatives carried out at institutional and civil society level on ERP issues and food security

- providing training sessions on ERP issues and strategies for NGOs and CSOs operators both in the North and South of the world

- facilitating a common capitalisation of best practices in ERP at a grass root level among European and Southern partner NGOs

- facilitating Southern partner NGOs/CSOs participation within decision making processes concerning ERP issues

- doing advocacy at national and European level on ERP as a rights based approach to food security and rural development, through CONCORD

- mobilizing educational networks for sustainable development involving local actors in Europe and Developing Countries

- supporting international partnership programmes, facilitating the joint collaboration of NGOs, CSOs and local stakeholders in Europe and Southern countries, Institutions, UN Agencies and International Organisations.

Improving Access, Quality and Capacities in ERP means to us 

supporting at all levels rural people in building their capacities for organizing themselves, improving their livelihoods, taking care of their territory, prevent rural migration and increase their capacity of participation.

·  The ERP and food security programme

“Education for Rural People (ERP) and Food Security” is a development education programme, born in 2004 within the FAO-led ERP Flagship,  by initiative of the Italian NGO ACRA, in partnership with the Italian NGOs Association and a network of European NGOs: CFSI and Cyfanfyd (UK). The program of two years (September 2004-October 2006), is carried out in collaboration with FAO Sustainable Development Department (SD) and UNESCO Institute for Education Planning (IIEP), involves a network of African and South American NGOs (ACDAR-Chad, KDES-Senegal, Zanzibar Youth Forum-Tanzania, Cejis-Bolivia e Conapach-Chile), and it is supported by the European Commission.

The programme goal is the strengthening of the international network of actors supporting the Education for Rural People (ERP), through the construction of spaces for civil society’s participation.

In Europe, the project carries out several awareness raising initiatives on ERP issues involving, at a local level: schools, decentralized Institutions and civil society organisations; at a national level NGO platforms and aid agencies; at a European level: NGO networks active in rural development, food security and development education sectors, European Institutions. 

At the local level, both in Europe and in the southern Countries, the programme aims to mobilize local stakeholders in an international network of decentralized cooperation in support of ERP. 

At the national, European and international level, the goal is promoting Education for Rural People as a rights based approach in food security, within the policies addressing poverty reduction, sustainable development and education for all. 

Several European NGOs are actively collaborating in the project implementation. In Italy: CAST, Celim-BG, ICEI, Prodocs, In France: Maison Familiales Rurales, in UK: Sazani Associates. 

Also supporting the initiative: ASIA, CINS, CISP, COMI, COCIS, COOPI, COSV, CTM Lecce, FOCSIV, PROSVIL, RC, Terra Nuova, Seniores Italia, TdH, UCSEI (Italia)

·  International cooperation, food security and rural development policies in Europe: which  contribution of the European Civil society 

At the European level, several actions and campaigns are promoted by national and international NGOs and civil society organisations, to bring a contribution in building and implenting national, European and international policies concerning MDGs and in particular, MDGs 1. 

Several of them, including the ERP and Food security programme, are carried out with a joint effort of grass root organisations both from Europe and Southern countries, to address the most urgent needs emerging at the grass root level and include in the global debate the voice of the most exlcuded cathegories for economical or cultural reason. This systematic North/South dimension in European civil society actions is an important result of the work carried out at national and international level during the last years in the field of Development education. 

Apart from the cultural growth of civil societies and their sensitization, this work is giving a strong contribution in building partnership and networking, encouraging an inclusive reflection on the main issues related to global development, a constant sharing of experiences between partners from different countries (in Europe and overseas) and a continuous dialogue between actors working at different levels (from grass root to institutional). 

The existence of coordination mechanisms structured at national (such as NGOs Platforms and CSOs Networks) and European level (such as CONCORD and its Working Groups) facilitates the synthesis of the thematic debate and the  effective inclusion of civil society contribution in the institutional policy making process. 

Sharing information among the main initiatives carried out by civil society networks in different European countries on ERP, food security and rural development issues may be very useful to encourage the creation of synergies and the identification of coordination and networking mechanisms, with a concrete impact on the advocacy capacity of each actor.

2. THE WORKSHOP

Objectives

The workshop is aiming at:

1.  raising awareness on the main challenges concerning rural sector in achieving MDGs, with a special focus on the role of education and capacity building for rural people; 

2.  sharing the state of the art of European rural development and development education, food security and aid policies, in a perspective of good governance and interdependence between Europe and Third Countries;

3.  sharing the state of the art of the most import actions/campaigns carried out by European civil society on ERP and Food Security issues, underlining their interconnections in a rights based approach and a in north/south partnership dimension 

4.  increasing, at the European institutional and civil society level, the ERP programme visibility (involved actors, objectives and action strategies); 

5.  sharing a common understanding of ERP and encouraging a mutual commitment of all the involved actors: bi-lateral/multilateral Aid Agencies, European Institutions, non governmental and civil society organisations (NGOs/CSOs) 

6.  facilitating the creation of effective partnerships including the involved actors in Europe and in Southern Countries in implementing advocacy and cooperation programmes on ERP

7.  spreading information within the European NGOs community and involving new European NGOs Platforms within the European NGOs Network for ERP

Participants

·  European NGOs/CSOs operators working in food security, rural development and development education. 
·  EU Commission officers (EuropeAid, Food Security, …)

·  UN Agencies officers (FAO, UNESCO, UNICEF, WFP…)

· Bilateral and multilateral aid agencies

·  Southern countries Governments representatives (Senegal)

·  Southern partners NGOs representatives (Bolivia, Chad)
·  CONCORD representatives (in particular the EFSG and FAP members)
·  National NGOs Platforms, Civil Society Networks 
Methodology

·  Round table
·  Debate
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