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Information Note
Conference Title: 
Caribbean Conference on Education for Rural People: Food Security, 



Agricultural Competitiveness and Sustainable Livelihoods
 Dates: 
           18-19 May 2006
Duration:

Two days
Hosting 

Country: 

Saint Lucia

Host Country 

Ministries Involved:
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries; Ministry of Education, 



Human Resource Development, Youth and Sport; Ministry of Social 



Transformation; and Ministry of Health, Human Services, Family Affairs 



and Gender Relations
Participants: 

Ministers and senior officials from ministries of agriculture 




and education in selected CARICOM countries, development agencies 



and civil society

Regional and

International

Partners:

Italian Development Cooperation (within the project 



                       “Strengthening Partnerships on Education for Rural People” 


           

GCP/INT/944/ITA  )                                              
Funding Support: 
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO),



the Italian Development Cooperation (DGCS), and the FAO regional 



project Promoting CARICOM/CARIFORUM Food Security
Background

During the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) held in Johannesburg, South Africa, the Director General of FAO and the Director General of UNESCO, together launched a new global partnership called Education for Rural People (ERP) aimed at contributing to the improvement of living conditions of rural people; helping to fight poverty, hunger and illiteracy; and by doing so, directly contributing to the achievement of Millennium Development Goals, in particular #1 (eradication of extreme poverty and hunger); #2 (achievement of universal primary education); and #3 (promotion of gender equality and empowerment of women).  Education for Rural People (ERP) is the newest of the nine UNESCO Education for All Flagships.  FAO has been given the responsibility to lead this effort.


The ERP initiative focuses on basic education and skill training for employment. This includes a whole range of educational activities that take place in different settings and that aim to meet basic learning needs, including primary and sometimes lower secondary formal schooling; non-formal education; adult education; and literacy programmes. It also includes agricultural extension education, and any manner of short courses and other structured training opportunities.   

As part of the strategy for carrying forward the initiative, FAO, along with other partners, is organizing regional meetings to bring together representatives of ministries of agriculture, education, health and other relevant agencies along with non-government organizations, the private sector, universities and donor groups to learn from good practices and develop action plans to effectively incorporate education and training for rural people into national educational strategies and reforms, and rural development plans so as to foster employment, rural livelihoods and food security. 


Up to this point, along with support and/or participation from regional offices of UNESCO, UNESCO's International Institute for Educational Planning (IIEP), the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the World Bank and others, FAO has organized a series of regional ERP conferences and seminars. The first was held in Bangkok for Asia in 2003; the second for Latin America in 2004 in Santiago, Chile; and the most recent was held in Addis Ababa for Africa in September 2005. 


The decision has been taken to hold the next ERP regional conference in the Caribbean in 2006 in collaboration with FAO, UNESCO, IICA, CARDI and a host government.  The Cabinet of Ministers of the Government of Saint Lucia on 19 December 2005 agreed to host the ERP conference.     

Context


For large areas of Asia, Africa and Latin America, the ERP Flagship has given primary attention to the critical discrepancies of opportunity in terms of access and quality of education between rural people and those who live in urban and peri-urban settings and the consequential impact on employment, food security and livelihoods. Although there are serious concerns for poverty and food insecurity throughout the Caribbean, the region has certain characteristics that set it aside from other major developing areas of the world.  

Even the continental-based countries of Belize, Surinam and Guyana are considered, along with the many true islands nations, Small Island Developing States (SIDS), and are subject to the vagaries of extreme weather, being geographically located in the hurricane belt, and heavily dependent on trade and tourism for income and food security.  Food security issues include low productivity and production, resulting from inefficient use of water and other critical inputs; declines in earnings from traditional crops, resulting from the erosion and threatened loss of trade preferences; inadequate agricultural production and trade policy, resulting from a loss and lack of development of sufficient human capital; the very high dependence on imported food, resulting from the inability to produce competitively; the increasing incidence of pockets of poverty in many countries, resulting from a loss of income earning opportunities; and concerns over the association of the high use of imported foods and the growing incidence in the region of food related diseases such as obesity, hypertension, cancer and diabetes.
  
When considering education for the Caribbean, it has been suggested that there may be two broad typologies that exist - those countries with relatively large pockets of rural people such as Guyana, Surinam, Belize, Jamaica and Dominica, where discrepancies between rural and urban populations may exist in terms of access and quality of education; and the second type, characterized by the smaller island states, where it is often impossible to distinguish between rural and urban people.  

The issues, needs and strategies under the framework of Education for Rural People, for the most part, are significantly different for the Caribbean than many other parts of the developing world.  Where ERP in Asia, Africa and Latin America focus on rural-urban discrepancies concerning access and quality of education as a way to reduce extreme poverty, it has been suggested that the key issues for the Caribbean related to ERP are employment, agricultural competitiveness, sustainable livelihoods (for people living in rural communities) and food security. Whereas access to education and rural-urban discrepancies in quality of education are not common to all countries in the Caribbean, the three issues related to education, agriculture and rural development mentioned above are.  

Discrepancies in access to education for rural and urban people may exist in some of the larger Caribbean countries, but overall the region has among the highest rates of primary school attendance in the world. For the most part, in the Caribbean, the issues of quality of education is not so much concerned about rural-urban discrepancies, but rather in terms of overall relevance and quality of education for all schools.  

Objectives

The overall objective of the conference is to bring together ministers and senior officials from ministries of agriculture and education in the region to discuss how to foster education and training for people living in rural communities to increase employment and enhance livelihoods in the Caribbean and come up with recommendations for specific action to be carried out by the interested stakeholders: governments; ministries of agriculture and education; civil society, including the business sector; development organizations and agencies; and the donor community.

Specific objectives include the following: 
· Facilitate knowledge-sharing among high level officials from ministries of education and agriculture, based on their experiences and good practices to improve intersectoral cooperation and to enhance the contributions of education to agricultural and rural development;
· Foster the national capacity to plan and implement ERP as part of National Education for All and rural development plans; 

· Build awareness on the importance of ERP as a crucial step to achieve all the Millennium Development Goals, and particularly, eradicating poverty and hunger, achieving universal primary education and promoting gender equity; and
· Explore directions for follow-up activities, including possible FAO, UNESCO, IICA and CARDI support. 


Examples of some of the sub-themes to be addresses in the conference include: HIV/AIDS; school gardens; food and nutrition education; new information communication technologies; gender; the school meals programme; youth in agriculture; and vocational training. 
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